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Signs of spring at Christ the King-Epiphany  
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JUNE OFFICE HOURS 
 
The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mornings from 8:45 a.m. until  
1:45 p.m.  You can reach Pastor Martha at pastor@ctkepiphany.org, the church office at 596-3045, 
and if not in the office by her cell at 484-456-9422 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., and of 
course ANY TIME for an emergency! 
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 This week, as I was looking through a box of knick-knacks that I moved from my office in PA but 
still don’t know what to do with, I found this little tchotchke . . . and decided I needed to put it in a 
place that I would see it regularly.  I was initially drawn to this little figurine because all things Charlie 
Brown-related make me smile.  But the reminder I need right now is what is written on the miniature 
terra cotta pot:  FAITH is for the things that take a while. 

 
When we moved into our house in Springfield, it was apparent to us that the former owners didn’t 

care very much about the yard because there were no flowers . . . anywhere.  Initially, that seemed 
like a great blessing – a blank canvas on which we could create any sort of landscape we wanted.  But 
now that spring is here, all of a sudden that blank canvas feels less like a blessing and more like a 
burden, and an overwhelming one at that.  Because I want everything to be done . . . now! 

 
But gardening is not like painting a room or tiling a backsplash – something that can be checked 

off of a to-do list.  Gardening is a process that can’t – and shouldn’t be – rushed.  We don’t know for 
sure how much sun different areas of the yard will get until the trees are fully leafed out and we reach 
the summer solstice.  We can’t afford the money, time, or energy to plant every corner of the yard.  
We’re still learning about native plants and pollinators and want to make informed decisions.  And 
because it’s a process (and a slow one at that), we will learn things along the way.  We will grow in our 
under-standing and appreciation of the plot of land that is ours to tend, and if we do it right, we will 
also grow in our relationship with one another. 

 
Church is a lot like gardening – a slow process of growth and learning.  We have to take the time to 

see where the Spirit is moving among our members.  We can’t afford the money, time, or energy to 
do everything all at once.  And we’re still learning about the gifts and strengths of both church bodies.  
As we move forward, slowly and purposefully, graciously and lovingly, we will continue to grow in our 
understanding and appreciation of one another and deepen our relationships.   

 
Church is a process.  A process that takes a while.  Faith is believing that the fertile ground that we 

cultivate will blossom and produce the fruits of love and service. 
              

Your fellow gardener in Christ,  
Pastor Martha 



             
 

 
 
 
Plan to join us on Wednesday evenings beginning June 1st on Zoom at 7:00 p.m.  for a discussion of 
Fletcher Harper's book, Green Faith:  Mobilizing God's People to Save the Earth.  The book is available 
from various sellers, including on Amazon.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
During June the Vestry/Council will be asking parishioners to consider a request to help fund the 
extensive number of improvements we have made to the property over the past six (6) months.  Next 
week you will be receiving a letter which outlines the many improvements and several other 
enhancements to be completed in the next several months.  We ask you to consider making a one-
time gift or perhaps make a monetary pledge to be completed by year end.  Each of the 
Vestry/Council members is committed to supporting this effort and we hope that you will join us as 
well.   
 
 
 



Reflections…  
  
At a previous council/vestry meeting Pastor Martha asked us to begin to take 

the time to reflect on what we were “seeing” every week whether at church 

or in our everyday life. She gave us journals to document our “sightings”. We 

needed to report back at each meeting. An exercise in “paying attention”. 

What we thought would be an exercise to review in 5 minutes actually took us a good half an hour 

and could have gone longer but there was business to attend to! 

Reflections…..as much as this is a great exercise for your council/vestry, it’s also a great exercise for 

each of us in the congregation every day. What are we “seeing”? Unfortunately, I, for one, didn’t 

“see” what I would describe as really positive things.  I was actively missing people who haven’t 

attended church for a while and people who are recovering from COVID.  Others in our group, though, 

reflected that day on some more positive things like how much they had enjoyed the opportunity for 

the small groups of people having fellowship on Maundy Thursday and how much people liked being 

“noticed” for their birthdays (and now for anniversaries, too) at the beginning of the month.  Also was 

mentioned our efforts to be more “green”.   

And this is where it is so good and wonderful that we are a loving community – the body of Christ, 

together.  What are you reflecting on?  Do you care to share?   

Blessings, 
Joanne LaPlante, Senior Warden/Council President 
Jean Wyld, Junior Warden/Council Vice President 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

HERALD STAR NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. Please submit your content for the July/August Herald-Star 

to the church office by June 20th via email or placed in the “Newsletter” mailbox in the office 



June Worship Notes . . . 

 

 
 JUNE WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

 
+ Sunday Worship Service and Fellowship Hour:    

 
8:30 a.m. Spoken Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service with Music 
 

 
+Vestry/Council:  On Sunday, June 19, 2022, the Vestry/Council will meet at 11:15 a.m. at  
    CTK-E.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Summertime, summertime, sum-, sum-, summertime . . . We’re planning a bunch of outdoor worship 
services for this summer.  Mark your calendars now for: 

 
June 19th – Father’s Day 
10:00 only, 8:30 will be inside and will be livestreamed 
 
July 3rd – Independence Day weekend 
9:00 – this Sunday starts our summer schedule. 
 
Plan now to grab your lawn chair (if you have one) and join us on these Sundays as we worship the 
Lord in the beauty of creation!   
 
Bug repellent will be available at the service for those who wish to use it, and a limited number of 
shaded seats will be offered for those who need it most. 
 
Each outdoor service will include a "second offering" in which we invite you to contribute toward the 
purchase of another tree for the church property. 



+ Do you enjoy reading scripture?  Are you comfortable reading aloud? 
 
+ Or maybe you’d rather get a tooth extracted than speak in front of a 
group of people, but you love helping out? 
 
No matter where you are on that spectrum, the Holy Spirit may be 
calling you to participate in our ministry of worship by being a worship 
assistant! 
 

Our existing teams of lectors and assisting ministers are so faithful and so capable.  But you may have noticed 
that they are being called on more and more frequently to lead.  And they’re stepping up – there’s no doubt 
about it.  But at the same time, the privilege of serving as a worship leader is one that is meant to be shared. 
 
That’s why we’d like to try something new.  During our summer worship services (July and August  
at 9:00 a.m.), we will use 

- one lector (Lector 1) to read the 1st lesson and lead the psalm; 
- one lector (Lector 2) to read the 2nd lesson; 
- one intercessor (to read the prayers; 
- and one Eucharistic Minister to assist with communion. 

 
None of these people will need to wear a vestment or sit up front.  All may sit in the congregation and just 
come up front when it is time to serve. 
 
If you think you might be interested in adding your name to our list of worship assistants, please contact Dawn 
in the church office.  And if you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch with Pastor Martha! 
 
 
 
 
We had a suggestion from Ken Wagner last month . . . if we’re 
going to recognize birthdays on the first Sunday of the month,  
why  not recognize anniversaries as well?!? Thanks, Ken – that’s a 
great idea!  And it works out well that the words of the birthday 
blessing song (which we sing at the 10:00 service) are just as 
appropriate for anniversaries! 
 

 
 

Bless, O Lord, these sons and daughters 
with another year of grace. 

Give them peace, and health, and blessing – 
all their sins and fears erase. 

Help them always sense you near them, 
help them know your constant care. 

Lord, unite us in this family 
your amazing love to share! 

 
 



 

Director of Music Ministry 

A search committee has been meeting regularly since March to find a qualified musician, 

accomplished on piano and organ, and capable of directing a choir, on a permanent but part-time 

basis.  To begin, we have reviewed and revised the job description and determined our expectations 

for a Director of Music Ministry.  We have also created a profile for applicants to know about our 

church, the instruments we have, with special emphasis on our organ, as well as our dedicated music 

room and music library.  The next step will be to advertise the job opening in various appropriate 

places, gathering applications, interviewing and auditioning candidates during the summer.  We hope 

to hire a regular musician for our services and get the choir going again ASAP.  We recognize that as 

well as the enjoyment music provides, the way it raises our spirit and enhances our worship 

experience is very important to our church community. 

 

 



 

Creation Care Advocates 

Pray   Learn    Act    Advocate 

 
On June 4th, CTK-E will be the staging area for the 9th Annual Rice Road Race, a 5K walk/run, heavily 

supported by the local community. The proceeds will benefit Rice Nature Preserve, a critical area of 

open space that has environmental significance.  Creation Care Advocates will participate by providing 

information on our church and our involvement in the health of our ecological community. 

Today’s extreme weather patterns serve as glaring warning signs that we have drifted far from 

harmony in our relationship with the earth and its creator.  The book “Green Faith,” by Fletcher 

Harper, offers us an opportunity to redirect our lives differently.  The author offers concrete examples 

of combining faith and science to engage in healing our green planet.  We will begin a group 

discussion of this book on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. starting June 1, via ZOOM.   

Peace, Lydia 

 

 

 



 

 

Why Are There Dandelions Growing On Church Property??? 

Did you know that dandelions encourage biodiversity? It’s true! Their presence alone attracts and 
supports several key species in the local ecosystem, including native bees, butterflies, moths and 
birds, which in turn pollinate fruits, vegetables, herbs, and other flowers that feed even more species! 
Plus, they are good to eat. In fact, dandelions are one of the oldest herbs used for food and healing — 
dating back to before Roman times! For more information on the inherent superpowers of the 
dandelion, check out www.gardenbetty.com.  
 
Other important weeds to consider keeping include chickweed, chicory, daisy, garlic mustard, 
elderflower and common purslane. A lot of them are edible and delicious. Purslane, for instance, is a 
powerhouse high in calcium, iron, magnesium, potassium and vitamins A, B, and C. Calorie for calorie; 
it’s one of the most nutrient-dense foods in existence. Moreover, plants like wild violet, hen bit and 
chickweed provide a great foundation for the many pollinators in our community including bees, 
butterflies and hummingbirds (my personal favorite). 
 
As a church community, we are embarking on a journey towards creating a more eco-friendly and 
welcoming environment for the earth and all of its inhabitants. This means that we will set in motion 
concepts about what beauty, purpose and balance we can tolerate and hopefully, embrace.  
 
Not everyone is going to be happy about the weeds. I admit that I have some dandelions and 
crabgrass that I continue to remove from my own yard. I view my personal journey as one of progress 
not perfection.  
 
Another decision made by our church leaders and encouraged by the members of Creation Care 
Advocates, is not to use pesticides to ward off ticks and mosquitos on church property. Many birds 
and woodland creatures feed on ticks and mosquitoes including bluebirds, jays, robin, quail, frogs, 
lizards, opossums, and chickens (Fun Fact: one chicken can consume up to 300 ticks a day). Gentle 
readers, please note that personal tick and mosquito repellent will be provided at all outdoor church 
events and you are encouraged to bring your own as well. We are all in this together and part of 
working with the environment includes protecting ourselves and those we love from harm. 
 
 



As I said earlier, this is a journey for the church as a community and an invitation to consider what 
each of us as individuals can do to make our earth more hospitable to all of God’s creatures great and 
small. I’m planting my very own pollinator’s garden this week! That said, I am still employing a 
company to spray an organic (as it can be) pesticide against ticks and mosquitoes. I know full well that 
doing so will diminish the food supply for birds and other creatures as well as reduce the number of 
fireflies and other essential insects on my property in the process. Stay tuned for a more in depth 
reflection on this topic in next month’s newsletter. 
 
As far as I am concerned, caring for God’s creation needs to be accomplished within a judgment free-
zone. Perhaps, we can let go of our leaf blowers this year or perhaps Not. Just. Yet. Perhaps, we can 
grow our own pollinator garden in our own backyards, use paper rather than plastic or consider 
purchasing a hybrid or electric car when the time comes. Whatever you do to encourage a healthier, 
bio-friendly planet is good. It’s all good and with God’s help, we’ll get there. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Lesa Lessard Pearson 
Creation Care Advocate 
Pray+Learn+Act+Advocate 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Gratitudes . . . 
 

 
 

 

Thank you card from Dot Allen & family.  “Dear Friends, Thank you for being so thoughtful and kind to 
me and my family during a very sad time in our lives.  The beautiful tulips Kelly delivered last Sunday 
was such a lively surprise.  They are making our lives feel a little better (see you soon).  Love, Dot Allen 
& family xx.” 
  
Thank you card from Lynne Forbes.  Dear friends, I have enjoyed the tulips until the last one wilted!  
And now have given them to a friend who will plant them in her garden.  She too is a friend of CTK-E.  
We love Jesus and every season with Easter included.  He has arisen!  Love in Christ.  I thank you all.”  
Lynne Forbes. 
 
 
Did we forget to thank someone?  Our apologies! Is there someone you want to add? Please let us 
know so we can include it in next month’s list of Gratitudes! 
 

 

 



Mission Outreach News . . .  

 

 
 

  

The Community Survival Center – June Donations . . . 

Thank you for the continued response throughout the year for food donations to The Community 

Survival Center in Indian Orchard.  Your donations are very much appreciated and greatly needed.  

Please consider donating chunky soup and canned meat during the month of June. Please place them 

in the wicker basket in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



Scenes from around Christ the King-Epiphany Church . . . 
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