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JULY/AUGUST OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mornings from 8:15 a.m. until
1:15 p.m. You can reach Pastor Martha at pastor@ctkepiphany.org, the church office at 596-3045,
and if not in the office by her cell at 484-456-9422 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., and of
course ANY TIME for an emergency!

It started with an observation. What great visibility we have with our property facing out on Main Street! And
right across from Rice’s, too. We know how many people patronize that establishment!
The observation became a conversation. How can we best use our location in ministry? To more than just the
bees who love our clover?
The conversation grew into a vision. We could host a series of concerts on our front lawn. It could be our gift
to the community, while also increasing our visibility. Plus, we could collaborate with an organization or
organizations in the community who have similar values.
The vision encountered reality. Maybe a series of concerts is a little ambitious. Perhaps we should try to pull
off one - and learn from the experience - before we commit to a series.
The vision, more grounded in reality, developed into a plan. If we’re only going to have one concert, let’s make
it one that lots of people would find appealing. Thus, our invitation and entering into an agreement with Sarah
the Fiddler. Which community partner to approach became clear to us as we observed the growing passion of
our Creation Care Advocates. Who better, in Wilbraham, to partner with on conservation and stewardship of
the land than the Minnechaug Land Trust - the non-profit organization which protects and maintains the Rice
Nature Preserve (which is practically right behind the church), the McDonald Farm Nature Preserve,
Minnechaug Mountain, and Goat Rock Trail?
Now the plan requires support. Please support the plan by adding the date to your calendars: Saturday, July
23rd at 1:30 p.m. (rain date July 24th). Please support the plan by spreading the word - in any way you can,
but especially by sharing our Facebook posts. Please support the plan by being ready to help when asked - or
maybe even to volunteer before being asked. We anticipate we will need help with set-up, parking, directions,
etc. And please support the plan by praying that God will bless our efforts to offer some family-oriented fun,
to raise awareness and funds for conservation efforts, and to let our community know that we are here - in
this community - for good.
Pastor Martha

If you know of a member who is in the hospital – or if you yourself are in the hospital – please let
Pastor Martha know by calling the church or by calling her cell phone. Even if she can’t visit because
of continuing COVID restrictions, she still wants to know so that she can communicate with you and
keep you in prayer. And don’t worry that you’re repeating information she already has; she’d rather
hear it from 10 people than no one at all because everyone assumed she already knew!

Have you found our new Facebook page? Find us on Facebook by searching for “Christ the KingEpiphany, Wilbraham”. Look for the profile picture that looks like this:

Then like and follow us, then share our posts liberally with others with whom you are connected on
Facebook. It’s free advertising and easy evangelism!

HERALD STAR NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The newsletter deadline is the 20 of each month. Please submit your content for the September Herald-Star
to the church office by August 20th via email or placed in the “Newsletter” mailbox in the office
th

As of June 19th, we have received 11 gifts and/or pledges totaling $4,850. We are approximately onethird of the way toward our goal of $15,000. Please consider making a one-time gift or pledge (to be
completed by December 31, 2022) to assist us in covering the expenses for the numerous
improvements and repairs that have been completed this year.
The major improvements include: repair of the "dry rot" around the windows on the south side of the
church and the creation and installation of new signage in front of the church. We have also improved
the church's sound system and our ability to broadcast and record our weekly services. In addition,
we have just contracted with a Springfield company to install a cedar fence to cover the air
conditioning unit on the north side of the building . This repair will be completed in July.
We trust that you agree that all of these improvements are important as we respond to Christ's call to
ministry to both our congregation and to Wilbraham and our surrounding communities. We believe
it's important that we continue to be good stewards of our building and property.
Your Vestry/Council

July/August Worship Notes . . .

JULY/AUGUST SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
+ Sunday Worship Service: 9:00 a.m. Summer Worship Schedule
+Vestry/Council: On Sunday, July 17 and August 21, 2022, the Vestry/Council will meet at 10:15 a.m. at
CTK-E.

After our July 3rd outdoor service at 9:00 a.m. (summer schedule) we will postpone any additional
outdoor services till September when the temperatures may be a little more comfortable and when
we offer an early service as an alternative for those who prefer to meet indoors.
Plan now to grab your lawn chair (if you have one) and join us on July 3rd as we worship the Lord in
the beauty of creation!
Bug repellent will be available at the service for those who wish to use it, and a limited number of
shaded seats will be offered for those who need it most.
Each outdoor service will include a "second offering" in which we invite you to contribute toward the
purchase of another tree for the church property.

Creation Care Advocates
Pray Learn Act Advocate
A heartfelt “Thank You Joe Pessolano” for gifting CTK-E with (and carefully planting) two maple trees. “Sango
Kaku” Acer Palmatum is a deciduous, slow growing, coral bark Japanese Maple. At maturity, it will reach 1525 feet high in a vase-like shape. As spring turns to summer the pale leaves turn a deep green. In autumn the
foliage turns yellow and orange. And as the foliage drops in fall, the bark of the tree is revealed in an
attractive reddish-pink color which intensifies with the cold weather. Our trees are now standing tall on the
south side of the church property where we can witness the evolving beauty of creation.
Garden Update – Beans and cucumbers have popped through the soil, reaching up to gather in solar energy.
Kristen, Katy, Emma, and Madison Pessolano, along with Mark, Thea and Rikki Fischer did a wonderful job
planting. The pollinator garden was planted with a dozen different native plants which provide food and a
hosting site for pollinating insects like butterflies and bees, as well as hummingbirds. A bee has already been
spotted enjoying some nectar; the ‘good news’ will be spreading through the neighborhood.
We welcome actions and prayers and ideas as we move toward healing Mother Earth.
Peace in the garden, Lydia

But it’s Organic!

So, you are thinking about using a pesticide to help control unwanted “pests”. The first three questions to ask
yourself in relationship to pesticide usage in your yard or garden are:
1. Why am I using pesticides?
2. What is the goal for my yard and garden?
3. What beneficial insects are being harmed in the process?
After you ask these questions you may decide that you do not need to be using pesticides and that there are
other ways to help manage your yard and garden. Organic pesticides generally come from things in nature
that can be used to control pests. This includes substances derived from plants, minerals, and microorganisms.
Many organic pesticides are less toxic than their synthetic counterparts, but that doesn't mean they are safe
or won't cause environmental harm.
Jeff Gillman, a professor of nursery management at the University of Minnesota, warns that, “When people
are buying organic food, they often make the incorrect assumption that there are no pesticides. It's true that
organic production often uses fewer dangerous chemicals, but certain pesticides are allowed.”
It turns out that a key factor in chemicals being cleared for use on organic crops is whether they occur
naturally. Spinosad, for example, comes from the soil bacterium Saccharopolyspora spinosa. It can fatally
scramble the nervous systems of insects. It's also poisonous to mollusks.
Just because a pesticide’s packaging bears an “organic” label does not mean that the product is safe for bees
and other pollinators. As I said earlier in this article, organic pesticides are usually made from plants. Plantbased organic pest treatments do break down easily in the soil than pesticides made with synthetic materials,
but some of the organic options out there are still quite toxic to bees and other beneficial insects—and should
therefore be avoided. These DIY options are bee-friendly pesticides







Neem Oil. Derived from the Azadirachta indica evergreen tree native to the Indian subcontinent, neem
has been hailed as the organic gardener’s best friend.
Vinegar
Epsom Salt
Chrysanthemum
Castile Soap
Aluminum Foil

To be an ally to pollinator populations (and by extension our environment), the general rule when selecting a
pesticide that won’t be harmful is to either use the least toxic option you can find or to avoid using pesticides
at all.

Mullein by Ginny Ziobro
Mullein is known botanically as Verbascum Thapus. It is found growing in open fields, along roadsides and
other undisturbed places. The flowers and leaves can be gathered and produced into a natural strong antiviral remedy. It is great for colds and flu. The leaves are rich in biologically active compounds. This biennial
blooms throughout the summer and develops seed pods in autumn. After the pods drop, the plant will die.
The mullein plant has been around for thousands of year. It can grow up to 7’ tall.

Gratitudes . . .

Thank you from John and Sabra Goetcheus. “Dear Church Family, We want to thank you so much for
the support you have given us during the past 2 months since the death of our son, Chris, in April.
Your kind response with the many prayers, notes, cards of sympathy and personal responses have
meant a lot to us, including a number of you who attended Chris’ funeral in Framingham. It all helped
to sustain us through this difficult time, and has truly been a blessing to us. We are grateful to God
for all of you”.
Love, John & Sabra

Did we forget to thank someone? Our apologies! Is there someone you want to add? Please let us
know so we can include it in next month’s list of Gratitudes!

Mission Outreach News . . .

The Community Survival Center – July & August Donations . . .
Thank you for the continued response throughout the year for food donations to The Community
Survival Center in Indian Orchard. Your donations are very much appreciated and greatly needed.
The need for food donations increases in the summer because children are home on vacation. Please
consider donating peanut butter and canned meat during the month of July and August, which the
Center has specifically asked for. Please place them in the wicker basket in the Fellowship Hall.

Scenes from around Christ the King-Epiphany Church . . .
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