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MAY OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mornings from 8:45 a.m. until
1:45 p.m. You can reach Pastor Martha at pastor@ctkepiphany.org, the church office at 596-3045,
and if not in the office by her cell at 484-456-9422 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., and of
course ANY TIME for an emergency!

Dear Friends in Christ,
A blessed Easter to you once again! Remember, Easter isn’t just a
day . . . it’s a season. And more than a season, it’s a way of life. It is believing
that the risen Christ can open up new doors, new pathways, new opportunities
for blessing and for being a blessing. Risen indeed!
I’m writing to you in this season of new life to share a story and to invite you
to consider participating in a new ministry at CTKE. First the story.
As you know, our dear brother in Christ, Milt B., has been dealing with pancreatic cancer for a number
of years now. And as you also probably know, in the late winter, Milt and Madeleine’s home was damaged in
a chimney fire. Although they reported that they didn’t need anything from the church, nonetheless the
Council/Vestry wanted to do something to demonstrate our support and lift their spirits. That’s how it came
to be that on Sunday, March 13th after worship, a not-so-small group of C/V members, choir members, and
families packed up the church and took it on the road! We visited, had a short service of Holy Communion,
and then enjoyed a sort of coffee hour. And truth be told, it’s hard to know who was moved more by the
experience – the visitees or the visitors!
This experience has gotten us to
thinking . . . how many of our homebound
members might enjoy having church brought
to them? Not just communion. Not just a
visit from the pastor or a Eucharistic team.
Not just flowers from the altar. But members
(plural) of the body of Christ coming to them
to visit, and share scripture and prayer and
Eucharist, and maybe even a cup of coffee
and a sweet treat? And how much might the
experience of taking church on the road fan
the flames of faith for those on the delivering
end?
This is just the seed of a ministry idea that I am planting. I have no idea if the seed will sprout or bear
fruit. And if God were to give the growth and allow this seed to grow, I don’t know how many people would
be involved or how many people we could visit or how often we would plan to make these visits. All I know is
that I saw joy on faces all around on March 13th, and that feels like a ministry worth exploring. So if you might
be interested in taking church on the road, would you please email me or call me and let me know?
God did a new thing when Jesus rose from the dead. Let’s promise God – and each other – that we will
never stop looking for new ways to share faith, hope, and love!

Pastor Martha

Plan now to join us on Wednesday evenings in June for a discussion of Fletcher Harper's book, Green
Faith: Mobilizing God's People to Save the Earth. The book is available from various sellers, including
on amazon. More details forthcoming about time and location of our discussions (At church? On
Zoom? Some combination of both?) To whet your appetite, read this description of the book from
amazon's website:
God is calling us to live differently. The challenges we face are imminent. GreenFaith provides vision,
inspiration, and practical tools to help you build your faith while inhabiting a creation that is at risk.
With honesty and candor, Fletcher Harper shows that it takes belief and practice, science and faith to
sustain us and our planet. The book gives concrete examples and tips that will help people of faith and
worshiping communities engage in Earth care—in bold, life-giving ways. Each chapter has questions to
guide personal study and group conversation.
All bets are off if we go over the climate change cliff—a disaster greater than many Hurricane Sandys.
There is no doubt that climate change is happening. While debated for years and despite some media
reports to the contrary, the majority of people are ready to take action to avoid calamity. But what
action is advisable or even possible? What can ordinary people do in the face of such staggering
problems? Can or should faith communities play a part? Fletcher Harper shows how we can make a
difference and make Earth a better world for all of us.

Happy Easter!
What a great season of renewal and joy! A season of thankfulness and we do
have much to be thankful for - take a look around you, what are you seeing?
Not just looking at but seeing.
How wonderful it is to look forward with hope and planning for new ventures
for our church and our community. Your council/vestry spent time not only voting to accept previous
meeting minutes and talking finances but collaborating on possible new ventures.
 June 4 - Run for Rice’s fundraiser for the Minnechaug Land Trust; starting point is our church,
7:30 a.m.
 June 9, 10, 11 - New England Synod Assembly, attending will be Paula Wilke, Joanne LaPlante
and Pastor Martha.
 June 11th (rain date is June 18th) - Senior Center sponsored Craft Fair on our front lawn.
 July 23 - Sarah the Fiddler concert hosted by our church as a fundraiser (free will offering) for
the Minnechaug Land Trust.
 Outdoor worship beginning again soon - look for more information.
 Repair work has been done on the windows and window casings on the side of our church
(rotting wood from rain, problem solved).
 Musician search continues with committee developing a job description; sub musicians will
continue.
 Our Creation Care Advocates continue their work to enhance our property with earth saving
planting - much to be proud of! Many thanks to all who shared their time and talents to dig in
and plant, mulch, rake.
 Creation Care Advocates will be planting a line of plants along the side of the roadway to help
solve the issue of cars driving on our lawn - this will also enhance our property.
 Christian Education going forward - children, adults, families?
As we go forward this Easter season, let us rejoice in the Risen Lord for all He has given to us. Let us
each share His love with everyone we meet.
Blessings,
Joanne LaPlante, Senior Warden/Council President
Jean Wyld, Junior Warden/Council Vice President

May Worship Notes . . .

MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
+ Sunday Worship Service and Fellowship Hour:
8:30 a.m. Spoken Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Worship Service with Music

+Vestry/Council: On Sunday, March 15, 2022, the Vestry/Council will meet at 11:15 a.m. at
CTK-E.

Blood pressure screenings and Parish Nurse consultations will be offered following each
service on Sunday.

AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP UKRANIAN AND AFGHAN REFUGEES
Ascentria Care Alliance (formerly Lutheran Social Services) has begun to receive Ukrainian
refugees and continues to aid Afghan refugees as they resettle in Massachusetts and New
Hampshire.
Ascentria will be collecting gift cards at the Synod Assembly in June to be given to refugees.
Cards for food, clothing and household goods will be the most useful. Please consider bringing
a gift card or two to church and placing them in the collection plate. Paula Wilke will bring
them to the Assembly and turn them in at the Ascentria table.
Some suggestions would be Stop & Shop, Target, Walmart, Lowe’s and Home Depot cards.
Stop & Shop is a better choice than Big Y as Big Y stores don’t go east of Worcester while Stop
& Shop covers all of Massachusetts. We will collect gift cards through Sunday, June 5.
Ascentria has a local office in Westfield and will be aiding refugees that resettle here in
Western Mass. More information about how Ascentria Care Alliance supports refugees in
Massachusetts can be found here https://www.ascentria.org/our-services/refugee-andimmigrant-services.

HERALD STAR NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The newsletter deadline is the 20 of each month. Please submit your content for the June Herald-Star to the
church office by May 20th via email or placed in the “Newsletter” mailbox in the office
th

Gratitudes . . .

Thank you card from Janet R. Hale. “I appreciate so much your giving me the beautiful yellow tulips
last Sunday. It’s very thoughtful of you all to think of me. Happy Easter. Janet”.
Thank you from Deacon Patricia M. O’Connell. “Your gift of a Primrose plant was warm and
welcoming when I returned home from attending an Easter service at Christ Church Cathedral. Thank
you for remembering me. A blessed Easter to one and all”.
Thank you from the New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to the
members of Christ the King-Epiphany Church in grateful appreciation for giving $9,438.00 for Mission
Support beyond the congregation for synod and churchwide ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
Did we forget to thank someone? Our apologies! Is there someone you want to add? Please let us
know so we can include it in next month’s list of Gratitudes!

Mission Outreach News . . .

Thank you to all those who participated in the food drive to benefit the Community Survival Center in
Indian Orchard at Easter. Christ the King-Epiphany sent a check of $730 that was contributed by
individuals in the congregation. Also, 165 pounds of food was brought to the Center for Easter meals.
Thank you all for your continued generosity.
For May, the Community Survival Center has requested canned meat and peanut butter. If you wish
to help, please place all donations in the basket in the Fellowship Hall. These protein items are
especially helpful to those in need.

Our next meeting of the Knitting & Crocheting group will be on Saturday, May 7th from 9:30 to 11:00
a.m. We encourage anyone who likes to knit or crochet or who might want to learn these crafts and
have some fellowship to join us. Bring a friend as well!
Much of what we knit or crochet goes to the Homer Street School during the winter months. There is
a great need for warm clothing for the homeless and disadvantaged in the surrounding area.
If you have any questions, you may contact Sabra Goetcheus at 566-1265 or jjse1@charter.net.

Scenes from around Christ the King-Epiphany Church . . .
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