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COVID UPDATE
At a special Council/Vestry meeting, we decided to make some changes with regard to the COVID
surge. Until further notice:
 We have suspended coffee hour.
 We are not passing the offering plates.
 We are reducing the amount of singing in the service.
 We are, again, encouraging the wearing of face masks as well as maintaining social
distance.
The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mornings from 8:45 a.m. until
1:45 p.m. You can reach Pastor Martha at pastor@ctkepiphany.org, the church office at 596-3045,
and if not in the office by her cell at 484-456-9422 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., and of
course ANY TIME for an emergency!

Dear Friends in Christ,
2021 was such a year of change for me. When I stop
to think that last year, on New Year’s Day, I was minding my
own business in Pennsylvania – not even, at that point,
thinking that I would be called by the Holy Spirit to seek a
new call OR TO MOVE TO A WHOLE NEW STATE . . . what a
whirlwind of a year it has been!
I know it has been a year of changes for you as a
congregation as well. The changes haven’t all been easy – for
you or for me! I will confess that, particularly in the
Christmas season that we’ve just come through, I have more than once found myself waxing nostalgic for
the comfort and familiarity of our home in PA. And yet, I find myself starting this New Year with a profound
sense of gratitude both for what has been and will be.
+ I am grateful for the welcome you have given to me and Tricia. Your hospitality is remarkable.
+ I am grateful for the wonderful way that my celebration of new ministry came together in early
December. It captured exactly the tone that I was aiming for – one of quiet joy and celebration.
(And my new blue chasuble is gorgeous!)
+ I am grateful for our Christmas celebration together. COVID continues to make things difficult, and
yet, the spirit of the season still shone through.
+ And I am grateful that the Holy Spirit, which brought us together, continues to move in and among
us.
Now as we look forward together into the year of our Lord 2022, I am grateful for what is yet to be.
+ I look forward, with gratitude, to having opportunities to deepen our relationships with one another.
+ I look forward, with gratitude, to working together to figure out how we continue to do ministry in
these difficult times.
+ I look forward, with gratitude, all the ways we will be the body of Christ for one another, for our
community, and for the world.
In short, I’m grateful to God – and you! May thankfulness be our motivation, our theme, our
constant refrain throughout all that will be in the year to come!

Pastor Martha +

Let the New Year Begin!
It is with fondness, faith and love that I say good bye to 2021, a year of still
some uncertainty but a year of change, growth, new adventures and new
friendships.
Our new year, 2022, will bring us new opportunities with mission outreach
yet support what we do now and bring us new opportunities to reach out to our community.
Our new year will begin with our annual meeting scheduled for January 23 right after our 10:00
service (snow date will be January 30). Each commission will submit a short review of their work from
2021 for the annual report, we will review and vote on our budget for 2022, and we will vote on the
nominees for two positions that are open on vestry/council. These positions are two years each.
It is with great thanks and praise that we thank Ann Setnes and Christine Caster for their gracious
service. Their honesty and support were a blessing to all of us not only on the vestry/council but for
our congregation. We hope to see you there on the 23rd to help support our future.
Our Mission Outreach group really did an awesome job putting together the fundraisers for the
missions our congregation honors.
As we go forward in our new year with renewed faith and love, let us remember to hold each other
with love, warmth, prayer and kindness.
A Blessed New Year to All and Thank you for a wonderful 2021!
Joanne LaPlante, Senior Warden/Council President
Jean Wyld, Junior Warden/Council Vice President

JANUARY OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mornings from 8:45 a.m. until
1:45 p.m. You can reach Pastor Martha at pastor@ctkepiphany.org, the church office at 596-3045,
and if not in the office by her cell at 484-456-9422 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., and of
course ANY TIME for an emergency!

All Earth Is Hopeful…

Preparing for Christmas this year has been a challenge. Perhaps others have
also felt burdened by the heavy grey cloak of winter – its weight adding to
the complexities of a pandemic, a nation split in half, and a planet crying for
rescue. We yearn for healing and light, seeking them through the mire of
today’s melancholia.
Throughout the month of December, I have been taking inventory of the important things in my life
as they relate to my faith, healing, and navigation through these times of uncertainty. Each night, I
read my Book of Common Prayer with its Old English text and gilded pages of gold – keeping my
spiritual flame alive.
I have been connecting regularly with the nature found around me. Looking past the greys and
browns of winter, I focus on the scarlet plumage of cardinals, the warm yellows of the moonlight, and
the green needles of pine and fir. Certainly a different beauty than that of spring blossoms, winter
offers a stripped down perspective of nature – one that is bare and harsh.
Perhaps the biggest sense of healing (for me) comes in the shape of music. Alberto Taule’s hymn “All
Earth Is Hopeful” (#266 in the ELW) has been my friend of late. With its bright melody and lyrics of
anticipation, I am reminded that hope is on the horizon. Absorbing things best through multi-sensory
means, my journey towards light was strengthened by my visits to the two Episcopal churches in West
Hartford. One in particular, St. John’s Episcopal Church, transports me to a place where I feel
enveloped in the Holy Spirit. The scents of incense and burning candles, the light glimmering through
the stained glass windows, and the magnificent organ (51 stops, 64 ranks, and 3,721 pipes) in
combination with their choir of 40 plus voices helped serve as a beacon transporting me from
darkness to light.
All of these small joys are reinforced by the generous love shared amongst our parishioners as we
prepare for Christ’s Light to guide us towards truth, justice, and compassion. It is my church family
which reminds me I am not alone on this journey. And for that, I am thankful. Amen.
Ben Mabrey
Ministry of Music

January Worship Notes . . .
JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
+ Sunday Worship Service and Fellowship Hour:
8:30 a.m. Spoken Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Worship Service with Music
+Vestry/Council: On Sunday, January 16, 2022, the Vestry/Council will meet at 11:15 a.m. at
CTK-E.

JANUARY 23rd, 11:30 a.m.
Our congregational annual meeting will be held on January 23, right after our 10:00 service. There will
be an opportunity for virtual participation also and that Zoom link will be sent out the Thursday prior
to the 23rd.
Please make every effort to attend as we will be reviewing the finances of our church, reviewing and
voting on our 2022 budget and electing new members for our council/vestry. Each commission will
have submitted a short report of review of 2021, to be part of the annual report.
Thank you and blessings to all!
Council/Vestry

Mampong Babies Home Water Jug

The Federal Reserve thanks you for your generosity in replenishing the federal coin shortage. We
have just mailed a check to the Episcopal Diocese of Western MA amounting to $268.10 in support of
the Mampong Babies Home. Coupled together with the Star Bucks donation, our total support of the
Babies Home amounted to $688.10. Many thanks for your loose change. (The jug has returned and it
is empty)!

New Platform for Online Worship
Beginning this week, we will no longer be using Zoom
for streaming our worship services.
Instead we are moving to YouTube!
To find our YouTube channel, click here
OR
Visit our webpage at www.ctkepiphany.org and go to profile tab and then click on the YouTube link and it will
bring you right to page.
OR
search on YouTube for Christ the King Epiphany Wilbraham.
Once you've found our channel,
click subscribe so that you can find our channel more easily in the future.
Also please note:
You can also watch our worship service on our channel
after Sunday morning.
So if you're unavailable or not feeling up to joining us at 10:00 we will be there waiting for you when you're ready!

Gratitudes . . .

Thank you letter from Cathedral in the Night for the continued support in 2021.
November thank you letter from Open Pantry Community Services, Inc. “Thank you for your
generous contribution of $300.00 to Open Pantry Community Services in August. In our continuing
struggle to maintain our services, your concern and support for those who are less fortunate is most
welcome and much appreciated. Thank you for your continued support and generous contributions.
Always thankful!”
Thank you card from Dawn Brown. Thank you so much for the generous Christmas gift. It was quite
unexpected but so appreciated. I will use it to spoil my new granddaughter who was born on
December 15th. Again, your thoughtfulness is overwhelming.
For all those workers considered essential – including in healthcare, the Red Cross, the post office,
public safety, retail, and service industries – who continue to serve and care for us all through this
time of necessary social/physical distancing.
Did we forget to thank someone? Our apologies! Is there someone you want to add? Please let us
know so we can include it in next month’s list of Gratitudes!

Mission Outreach News . . .

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY canned soup food drive for the Survival Center. We are planning a soup and
bread lunch for anyone interested (barring COVID restrictions of course!) in attending. We are looking
at a Super Bowl theme to add some fun but the biggest focus will be on filling Fran Selva’s car with
food to be delivered to the Survival Center.

Our next meeting of the Knitting & Crocheting group will be on Saturday, January 8th from 9:30 to
11:00 a.m. We encourage anyone who likes to knit or crochet or who might want to learn these crafts
and have some fellowship to join us. Bring a friend as well!
Much of what we knit or crochet will be going to the Homer Street School this winter. There is a great
need for warm clothing for the homeless and disadvantaged in the surrounding area.
If you have any questions, you may contact Sabra Goetcheus at 566-1265 or jjse1@charter.net

HERALD STAR NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. Please submit your content for the February
Herald-Star to the church office by January 20th via email or placed in the “Newsletter” mailbox in the
office

Announcement from The Social Justice Commission

Registration is Open for Our Annual Gathering
Join us for our third annual gathering to pray and discern the work of justice in this place, at this time.
Sponsored by the Social Justice Commission of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts, this online gathering is
open to all who work for justice in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Register
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Keynote: The Rev. Dr. Mark Bozzuti-Jones
The Rev. Dr. Mark Francisco Bozzuti-Jones is an Episcopal priest at Trinity Church Wall Street in New York
City. He serves as the Priest and Director of Spiritual Formation of Trinity’s Retreat Center in West Cornwall,
CT.
A former Jesuit priest from Jamaica, Mark has missionary experience in Belize, Brazil, and Guyana. He believes
that prayer, silence, and rest deepen our connection to God. Prayer and silence help us to name the pain, face
the realities of our time, and claim the Way of Love for all people. At the Retreat Center, Fr. Mark fosters an
environment suited to prayer, silence, meditation, rest, and reveling in the beauty of nature.
He is an avid reader, award-winning author and international speaker, and has taught at elementary and
university levels. He has a passion for cultures of Latin America and the Caribbean.
Fr. Mark’s intellectual interests include the impact of social issues on faith and spirituality, racism, and the
impact of poverty. He is passionate about the inculturation of religion. Mark loves flowers, Brazilian and
Reggae music, and is currently working on a book of poetry.
He is an award-winning author; recent books for children include: God Thought of You, God Created, Jesus
the Word, The Gospel of Barack Hussein Obama According to Mark, Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word, The
Womb of Advent and The Rastafari Book of Common Prayer. Two new books in 2021 include Absalom Jones:
Leader and Guide (CPG) and one on the Spirituals called, Face to the Rising Sun: Reflections on Spirituals and
Justice (Forward Movement).

Scenes from around Christ the King-Epiphany Church . . .
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