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OCTOBER OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mornings from 8:45 a.m. until
1:45 p.m. Pastor Martha will be on vacation from October 1st thru October 9th. Pastor Duncan
Hunter will be presiding on Sunday, October 3rd.
You can reach Pastor Martha at
pastor@ctkepiphany.org, the church office at 596-3045, and if not in the office by her cell at 484456-9422 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., and of course ANY TIME for an emergency!

Dear CTK-E Friends,
In October, a Lutheran pastor’s thoughts turn to . . . Reformation Sunday!
Those who have become a part of this church family through Episcopal roots will be
forgiven if you did not know that the last Sunday in October is celebrated in most
Lutheran Churches as Reformation Sunday since October 31 is commemorated as
the day in 1517 that Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg, Germany. (Or maybe he didn’t nail anything anywhere at all –
historians aren’t convinced that the legend that Lutherans cling to is anything more
than a myth. But that’s another conversation altogether.)
I suspect that, if you’ve been around during the last several years as the congregation went through the
process of coming together as one parish – I suspect that you have probably encountered this Lutheran
exception to the liturgical calendar before. But you’ve never experienced a Reformation service with me, your
newly called Lutheran pastor. And so I’d like to make you two promises.
-

Promise Number One: While I will plan a worship service for Reformation Sunday, I will not allow it to
become a glorification of all things Lutheran. When I was fresh out of seminary, I confess that I was
pretty zealous about Reformation Sunday. I made sure that every Reformation sermon had the
requisite illustration about or from the pen of Martin Luther. I asked the church musician to plan extra
and extra-festive music. I participated with the Sunday School in coloring or making replicas of Martin
Luther’s heraldic seal. I made it a point every year to wear my Luther socks – black socks I had
purchased in Wittenberg on my visit there in 2000, upon which were printed: “Hier stehe ich. Ich kann
nicht anders.” (“Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise.” This was Luther’s statement of defiance when
asked to recant all of his writings.) I encouraged all the members of the congregation to wear
Reformation red. We made a really big deal out of Reformation Day! But I wasn’t too many years into
pastoring before I started to become uncomfortable with the “Rah Rah Martin Luther” climate that I
was helping to facilitate. So over time, I began to back off of these traditions. On principle, I refused to
wear red on Reformation, though my vestments were red so that wasn’t really much of a statement. I
challenged myself to preach entire Reformation sermons without using Luther’s name. I even just
recently threw away my somewhat threadbare Luther socks, even though I thought the pun was pretty
funny. And now, having been called to a congregation which is not solely Lutheran, I feel even more
strongly committed to Promise Number One.

-

Promise Number Two: Whatever I end up preaching on October 31st (because Reformation Sunday is
actually on Reformation Day this year), the goal of the sermon will be unity. Not uniformity because
the truth is that we all come from very different backgrounds – denominational and otherwise. And
that’s a good thing. No, that’s a great thing. By paying attention to our differences we learn more
about each other – and we learn more about ourselves. And most of all, we learn that no matter how
different we may be, God loves us all the same. That is the source of our unity. You may be tired of
hearing this, but I’m still getting used to saying it: we’re kind of special in the way we have joined two
traditions together. We can teach the whole church a lot about unity. And together we can teach the
whole world a lot about the uniting love of Jesus Christ. That’ll preach.

So while your thoughts may not be turning to Reformation as we flip another page on the calendar, mine are.
And I can’t wait to celebrate this particular Reformation with this particular band of Christians . . . you!

“God’s Work, Our Hands”
This short but powerful four-word statement says so much. I love how it
signifies the work we do together through our mission work, our helping each
other with tasks around the church and outside the church. I love how it
signifies the work each of us does individually in our daily lives to support the
lives of others in so many ways. God has blessed each of us with time and
talent to be used to help others to gain strength and courage through and with His love. To me, we
work God’s mission every day in everything we do.
Your council/vestry met on the 19th of September and our agenda covered approval of our August
meeting minutes, our treasurers report, finance update the church pledge update and conversation
has begun regarding stewardship. We covered the Mission Outreach calendar of opportunities (the
outline is posted in the church hall). Our Property Commission representative, James, outlined the
status on our outdoor sign project (meeting on 9/30), update on live streaming, visit from the
electrician and discussion of an equipment package. As well, James outlined the proposed space
allocation changes and this was positively endorsed by the full council/vestry.
Pastor Martha spoke to us about some small changes she has made with our worship and is excited
about our future together worshipping and stepping out for Social Justice. She also mentioned
another opportunity for a book group – stay tuned! She noted her installation will be December 5 at
3:00 – this is a Sunday afternoon, the only date and time both bishops could commit to. More to
come. The big topic centered on communion; there was much positive and passionate
communication about receiving the wine and we ended with Pastor Martha noting this is a
conversation that is wider than just us and that this is something she will be looking forward to having
with our community.
Liz Tousignant will be participating in the diocese Loving the Questions: Joint Discernment Experience
and this undertaking will be her walk in faith to discern her next steps. The council/vestry voted to
support 50% of that cost, $150.
We are always grateful for each other on this council/vestry. We are grateful for the voices shared,
voices listened to and heard and for the time and talent each has given for this congregation to grow
in faithfulness and love for one another.
We are grateful for you.
Blessings to all,
Joanne LaPlante & Jean Wyld

Dear People of Christ the King-Epiphany…
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.
Sometimes referred to as The Peace Prayer, the Prayer of Saint Francis is a beautiful prayer generally
attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi – despite no evidence of this prayer existing before the early part
of the 20th Century. However, many believe that this text truly embodies the essence of St. Francis’
teachings, his care of animals, his ministry of healing, and his spiritual relationship with Clare and the
Franciscan sisters of San Damiano.
Approaching the autumnal Feast of Saint Francis on October 4th and needing a new book to start
reading, I selected two books from Pastor Karen’s book collection. Partway through both, I will say
that I am thoroughly enjoying both. If interested, the books are:
 Francis & Clare: A True Love Story by Jon M. Sweeney
 Francis of Assisi and the Future of Faith: Exploring Franciscan Spirituality and Theology in the
Modern World by Daniel P. Horan, OFM.
In my quest for artistic representations of The Prayer of Saint Francis, I was able to select two very
different sources. The first, a choral piece arranged by Robert Delgado in 2017. In this rendition, the
amazing Philippine Madrigal Singers breathe new life into this poignant prayer of tolerance,
compassion, forgiveness, and above all, life eternal in Heaven.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1pj1Bj5kRM
My second example will pay tribute to the great Venetian painter, Giovanni Bellini, and his
masterpiece “The Ecstasy of St. Francis.” This oil painting was completed in 1480 and is commonly
referred to as “Saint Francis in the Desert.”

In the world of Italian art in the Renaissance, this privately-commissioned masterpiece depicts the
stigmata often represented on Saint Francis’ hands and feet but instead of featuring a dazzling
seraph, the perspective focuses more on the surrounding nature. The techniques are also quite
important as it borrows from the Florentine style known as “disegno,” the Venetian style known as
“colorito,” and the realism found in Dutch paintings of the time. If you happen to find yourselves
wandering around New York City’s Upper East Side, step into The Frick Collection on the corner of 5th
Avenue and E 70th Street. After admiring Bellini’s “The Ecstasy of St. Francis” among the other
beauties, continue 20 blocks or so up 5th Avenue and stop at the Church of Heavenly Rest – an
Episcopal church next to the Guggenheim with a lovely outdoor café. Directly across the street is the
lovely piece of green respite known as Central Park – a perfect place to enjoy brunch. I have to
imagine, had Francis lived in New York City that Central Park would have been his happy place.
https://www.heavenlyrest.org

Giovanni Bellini (ca. 1424/1435–1516), St. Francis in the Desert, ca. 1476–78. Oil on panel, 49 1/16 x
55 7/8 in. (124.6 x 142 cm)
Notice the wildlife and Bellini’s signature scroll in the bottom-left corner. Submitted by Ben Mabrey

October Worship Notes . . .
FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
+ Sunday Worship Service and Fellowship Hour:
8:30 a.m. Spoken Worship Service
10:00 a.m. Worship Service with Music
+Duncan Hunter Presiding: On Sunday, October 3rd, Duncan Hunter will be presiding as Pastor
Martha will be on vacation.
+Vestry/Council: On Sunday, October 17, 2021, the Vestry/Council will meet at 11:15 a.m. at
CTK-E.
+Reformation Sunday: On Sunday, October 31, 2021, we will celebrate Reformation Sunday.

Installation/Celebration of New Ministry
The date for the installation/celebration of new ministry for Pastor Martha will be Sunday, December
5th at 3:00 p.m. at Christ the King-Epiphany.

HERALD STAR NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The newsletter deadline is the 20 of each month. Please submit your content for the November Herald-Star
to the church office by October 20th via email or placed in the “Newsletter” mailbox in the office
th

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4760601058?pwd=b1RCb01QVzNpMXR5TjNld0JDVE9iQT09
Meeting ID: 476 060 1058
Passcode: 147537
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,4760601058#,,,,*147537# US (New York)
+13017158592,,4760601058#,,,,*147537# US (Washington DC)
Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 476 060 1058
Passcode: 147537
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbyVCusgeP

Gratitudes . . .

Thank you to Steve Lewis and his volunteers – Kathleen Cordier, Liz Tousignant, Tom Ziobro, Ken Wagner, Maryann
Burian, Donna Fountain and Courtney and Kelly Tousignant for the ACTS Mum Sale.
Thank you to Ruth Kruger for her leadership on the Duffel Bag initiative to be given to children entering the foster care
program.
Thank you letter from Open Pantry Community Services, Inc. “Thank you for your generous contribution of $150.00 to
Open Pantry Community Services in August. In our continuing struggle to maintain our services, your concern and
support for those who are less fortunate is most welcome and much appreciated. Thank you for your continued support
and generous contributions. Always thankful!”
For all those workers considered essential – including in healthcare, the Red Cross, the post office, public safety, retail,
and service industries – who continue to serve and care for us all through this time of necessary social/physical
distancing.
Did we forget to thank someone? Our apologies! Is there someone you want to add? Please let us know so we can
include it in next month’s list of Gratitudes!

Mission Outreach News . . .

Hats, Scarves, and Mittens
Our blessed, giving community of Christ the King-Epiphany will be collecting warm hats, scarves and
mittens for Homer Street Elementary School children, grades K-5 (ages 5-12), during the month of
October. A wicker basket will be placed in the fellowship room for this purpose.
The children from Homer Street School live seven miles from our church; they are our neighbors.
Public records show a school population of 393, where:






91% are from low-income households
Minority enrollment is 94%
85% get free or reduced lunch
32% of students are at least proficient in Math; 37% in Reading
30% of the student body’s first language is not English.

The Center is requesting the following items during the month of October: canned ham or spam,
chunky soups. Please place any donations you bring to church in the basket in the Fellowship Hall.
Also, monetary donations are always needed and appreciated, especially as donations have fallen off
recently. They may be mailed directly to The Community Survival Center, 240 Main Street, Indian
Orchard, MA 01151, with Christ the King-Epiphany on the memo line. Thank you for your continued
support.

ANNUAL OKTOBERFEST FUNDRAISER SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16TH
Help support the Community Survival Center by attending the annual Oktoberfest fundraiser being
held at St. Cecilia Parish Center located at 42 Main Street in Wilbraham on Saturday, October 16 th
from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. There will be delicious German fare with Schweinebraten (German Pork
Roast), German-style potatoes, red cabbage, and dessert. Music provided by Sawyer Music
Productions. There will be an authentic biergarten under the tent and local micro brews by Iron Duke
Brewing. Ticket prices per person are $20. In addition, they are also offering “take out” dinners this
year for those who would rather eat at home with their family. You can order tickets via email to
kofc10195@gmail.com. Let them know as to whether you want a “sit down” ticket or a take-out”
ticket.

2021 ACTS Giant Mum Sale Another Success!!
Each year Steve Lewis spearheads the sale of mums to benefit ACTS and this year garnered success, as
expected! Our thanks to Steve for undertaking this Mission Outreach initiative, an initiative that will
continue to provide monies to support the tutoring program and the volunteer’s support. Steve
noted that 1,000 mums were moved out to a few churches for the sales – 1,000 mums! Thank you
Steve and your volunteers who included Kathleen Cordier, Liz Tousignant, Tom Ziobro, Ken Wagner,
Maryann Burian, Donna Fountain, and Courtney & Kelly Tousignant.

It’s Time to Start Knitting!!
It has been well over a year since the Ecumenical Knitting & Crocheting Ministry has met together at
the church due to the COVID virus. We are looking forward to getting back together, and having new
folks join us, including beginners.
We have some yarn available along with supplies to get you started. Our first meeting will be
Saturday, October 9th from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Much of what we have knitted and crocheted in the past has gone to the homeless in Springfield,
Northampton, the Homer Street School in Springfield, and the Mitten Tree, along with prayer shawls
to various people who we know could use them. Please contact Sabra Geotcheus at 566-1265 or by
email at jjse1@charter.net if you have any questions.

Reallocation of Space Utilization
As we have talked about over the last several weeks, the reallocation of space has begun! Our
property committee people--James Sadoski, Tom Johnson and Tom Ziobro commenced to moving out
“stuff” from the first room that will become Pastor’s office. They continued with the second and last
room to move “stuff” either for the dump or the shed. Karin Johnson arrived to look over the
Christian Education material and has been selecting things to keep for the children to learn from in
the very near future. A couple of altar guild members met for a bit on Friday to begin moving things
that were spread out into three areas into one area. The work continues but the energy is good. We
have such an opportunity to use our space more efficiently and comfortably.
Our thanks to those of you who offered suggestions for building use as well as those who supported
the removal of years of “stuff” into donations to schools who struggle to provide the very basics to
learn. Our church supports the feeding of families through Loaves and Fishes and the Survival Center.
Our church supports the opportunity for children to have access to free tutoring as needed through
ACTS. And now our church has supported the opportunity to give pencils, markers, scissors,
construction paper, glue sticks and many, many other things that children use in school. Thank you.
We are a very blessed group of God’s children!

Sunday, October 3, 2020
11:30am-12:30pm
Wilbraham United Church
Front Lawn (park in front)
All animals and pets are welcome!
Humans are asked to maintain social distancing protocols.

Scenes from around Christ the King-Epiphany Church . . .
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