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JUNE OFFICE HOURS 

 

The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mornings from 8:45 a.m. until  
1:45 p.m.   Beginning the week of June 21st, the office will be open from 7:45 a.m. until 12:45 p.m. 
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  Until we are able to return to business as usual, please 
contact Dawn Brown at the office or email at office@ctkepiphany.org or contact Pastor Barbara at 
pastorctke@gmail.com with pastoral concerns or issues you have.  In order to comply with the 
state’s guidelines, please remember to wear your mask when entering the church building. 
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Dear People of Christ the King-Epiphany Church, 
 
Some of my family and friends tease me about this sojourn with 

you over the last many months.  “Ah, Barbara,” they say.  “She 

retired but evidently she flunked retirement because she’s 

working again.”  Tee-he to them.  Last time I checked, flunking 

represents a failure, and our experience together has been 

anything but that.   

We have gotten to know one another during a pandemic, done 

the Lord’s work, stirred up some new endeavors, mourned many losses, embraced new challenges, and have 

laughed and celebrated a faithfulness in you that is truly God-given and inspirational.  I’ve often reflected that 

in serving a number of churches over the years, all are different, and all are special and gifted in their own 

way, but this one has an exceptional number of the qualities that make for good and joyful ministry together.  

And so for this time with you, I give God thanks and praise and offer you my heartfelt thanks for having me 

with you since last September.  My last Sunday as your bridge pastor will be Sunday, June 13, when at the 

10:00 service we will call to remembrance Pastor Karen Safstrom near the anniversary of her passing on June 

11, 2020, and will hopefully celebrate the coming of your new pastor this summer. There is always a sadness 

in parting, but I know that the Church is a relatively small circle and that we will see one another again.  

Meantime, Deacon Pat will be sharing her gifts with you and your leadership, with its strength and wisdom, 

will offer its guidance and strength.  There are wonderful days to come! 

In the words of St. Augustine, “The Glory of God is a human being full alive.”  And I believe the Glory of God is 

also found in a church, fully alive.  May your light continue to shine brightly with the glory of the Risen Jesus 

and his love for you. 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Barbara  

A THOUGHT FOR JUNE… 
By the author Joyce Rupp 

A friend knocked at the door one afternoon and when I answered he said, “I was driving by and just had to 
stop and see if you were at home.  Did you know there is a magnificent rainbow happening out here?”  Sure 
enough, it was one of the most beautiful I have ever seen.  It reminded me that the rainbow has a long 
history as a sign of hope (think of Noah).  The rainbow has become a sign of the promises God makes to 
those of us who go on searching, struggling, dreaming, believing while we make this human journey. 
 
Rainbow-callers are people who announce hope to others, like the dove returning with the sprig of green to 
the Ark.  This month look for the Rainbow-callers.  Read the newspaper or listen to the news with an eye 
and ear open for some hopeful news.  Before you go to sleep at night, think over the day and jot down one 
sign of hope you found in the day.  At the end of the month, collect the signs and display them where they 
will give you strength, hope, and a measure of joy.  And then be a Rainbow-caller and share them with 
others. 

 
 

 



Celebrate our past, our present, our future… 
 
As I write this, I am thinking of our time together this past year and thinking we 
have been through many challenges together and have clung together as the Holy 
Spirit continues to bind us in faith, hope and love. 
 
Every day we remember Pastor Karen and what she gave us – strength, inspiration, 
faith in the spoken word and always reminded us to love one another.   Every day  

                                           since September, Pastor Barbara has given us her faithful guidance, has held our  
                                           grieving hearts, and helped us look to our future with the ever love and guidance of  
                                           the Holy Spirit.  
 
We now look to our future.  We look forward to meeting a new pastor, listening to her preach on June 6th and 
voting her as our next pastor. We look forward to meeting her, talking with her and to begin our love for Jesus 
and the word of God, together, for our new beginning.  We will continue to face new challenges, but I know 
together, with the Holy Spirit as our leader, we will take on those challenges with loving hearts and open arms.  
 
A new year will bring challenges for new leadership on our council/vestry and: 
 

 A renewed hope for help and support with our new emerging electronic worship opportunities. Do you 
have the skill or interest to be part of this new ministry?  We need your participation! 

 A renewed hope for help and support for our Outreach Ministries.  Do you sense a call to leadership in 
this work? 

 Continued help and support of our card ministry and telephone ministry 
 
Our time and talent support the love and generosity of who we are, and what we want to show/give to others. 
Please pray about offering your time and talents to one of these opportunities and be in touch with either one 
of us. Many hands make light work (where have I heard this before?!) 
 
Many blessings to all, 
Joanne and Jean 
 

 

 



Dear People of Christ the King-Epiphany… 
 
We have just transitioned from the Season of Easter to Pentecost and Ordinary 
Time.  Like our natural environment, this is a time of year for growth and nurturing.  
Appropriately, our color is green, which represents life and hope.   
 
Our church community has been eagerly anticipating a new pastor/priest to call our 
own – and as we say goodbye to the wonderful work Pastor Barb has done, our  

                                           Congregation continues the process of spiritual growth and communion.   
 
This past year has been a time of immense growth for me, personally.  In September of 2020 (exactly 20 years 
after my initial college adventure began), I enrolled in University Without Walls – an interdisciplinary program 
at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst which allows adults to complete their degrees.  Trying to utilize 
all of my previous coursework in Music in combination with new studies in Art and Architecture, my new area 
of concentration is Fine Arts Administration.  I have maintained a 4.0 GPA throughout the fall, winter and 
spring sessions.    I am currently in the first of two summer sessions with an expected graduation date of May, 
2022; however, I have chosen an accelerated pace and may be able to graduate a semester early.   
 
As I prepare for my last year of Undergraduate Studies, I am also beginning the exploratory steps of Graduate 
programs at the request of two of my professors.  All of this hard work could not be possible without the 
support, prayers and Holy Spirit guiding me.  
 
Ben Mabrey 
Minister of Music  
 

. 

 
 

 

HERALD STAR NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. Please submit your content for the July/August Herald-Star 

to the church office by June 20th via email or placed in the “Newsletter” mailbox in the office. 

 



 
 

 

 

Announcement from the Communications Office 
 

This online retreat is co-sponsored by The Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts and The 
Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts. Open to all at no cost. 

 

Register to Receive ZOOM link  

  

 

Jesus calls us to fullness of life (John 10:10), yet many of us feel anything but fully alive – we 
may feel melancholy, distracted, anxious, or numb. In this morning retreat we will explore 
ways of prayer that make us available to the healing and enlivening power of the Spirit. The 
first part of the retreat will focus on our inner lives; the second part will focus on how our 
outer lives can create the conditions for experiencing what Joseph Campbell called “the 
rapture of being alive.” Our time together will include presentations and guided meditation, 
with options for solitary reflection and small group conversation. If possible, please bring a 
candle, Bible, and Book of Common Prayer. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas 
 

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas serves as Missioner for Creation Care in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Western Massachusetts and Southern New England Conference, United Church of 
Christ. Her latest book (co-edited) is Rooted and Rising: Voices of Courage in a Time of 
Climate Crisis. Her collection of daily meditations for Advent and Christmas, Joy of Heaven, to 
Earth Come Down, calls us to a practice of prayer grounded in reverence for the earth and to 
intentional living in harmony with the natural world. Her Website: RevivingCreation.org. 
(Photo: Robert A, Jonas) 

 

 
 

 

 

Registration URL: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcvcqrpzwrHNXeCqgIc6YRYpEPfJn3t0Ak 

 

Register to Receive ZOOM link  
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Announcement from the Communications Office 
 

 

"Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United 
States. Dating back to 1865, it was on June 19th that the Union soldiers, led by Major General Gordon Granger, 
landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war had ended and that the enslaved were now free. Note that this 
was two and a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation - which had become official January 
1, 1863." ©JUNETEENTH.com 
 
Join us as we celebrate the day when freedom finally reached the last enslaved persons in America. All people of 
faith might mark this particular moment in our history mindful that the sin of white supremacy continues to 
impact Black lives in our time. This diocesan liturgy is being planned by the Beloved Community Commission as an 
entry point for deeper engagement with the story and to gather us all for prayer on this great day. Our presider 
will be the Rt. Rev. Douglas J. Fisher. 

 

Preacher: Dr. Deborah Harmon Hines 

 
Professor of Radiology Emeritus and retired Vice Provost, UMASS Medical School. Professor of Anatomy, Cell 
Biology and Nursing at UMMS and Meharry Medical College. 
 
National UBE President, 1982 – 1988; Trustee Church Pension Fund, 2000 – 2012; Western Massachusetts Deputy 
to General Convention, 1991 – 2012; LEVAS Editorial Committee, 1988 – 1993. Most recently Deborah participated 
in a panel discussion sponsored by The Episcopal Diocese of New York, "Absalom Jones and the Essential Worker: 
Yellow Fever 1793 – COVID 2019." 

 
 

 

 

 

Join via YouTube and 
FaceBook Watch 
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June Worship Notes . . . 

 

  JUNE WORSHIP NOTES
       +Outdoor Worship Service/Candidate Pastor/Priest to Preach:   On Sunday, June 6, 2021, at 10:00 a.m.  
       we will be having our outdoor Sunday service under the tent, a Eucharist with our pastor/priest candidate  
       as our preacher.  
 
       +Diocesan Confirmation 2021:   On Sunday, June 6, 2021, at 3:00 p.m., Bishop Fisher will preside at an 
        outdoor, in-person Diocesan Confirmation at CTK-E. 
 
       +Alive in the Spirit – A Morning Retreat with Margaret Bullit-Jonas:  On Saturday, June 12, 2021, from  
         9:30 a.m. until Noon via Zoom.      
 
       +Craft Show:   On Saturday, June 12, 2021, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., the Friends of the Wilbraham  
       Senior Center will be holding a vendor-craft show fundraiser at CTK-E.  
 
       +Outdoor Worship Service:  On Sunday, June 13, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. we will be remembering Pastor 
        Karen Safstrom and saying goodbye and thank you to Pastor Barbara.  
 
        +Juneteenth Service:  On Saturday, June 19, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. CTK-E is invited to attend a  
        Juneteenth Service by the Martin Luther King., Jr., Community Presbyterian Church in Springfield.  Site to  
        be determined.  
 
       +Juneteenth Diocesan Morning Prayer:  On Saturday, June 19, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. via YouTube and  
         Facebook Watch. 
 
       +Vestry/Council:  On Monday, June 21, 2021, the Vestry/Council will meet via Zoom at 6:30 p.m.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, June 6, 2021, at 10:00 a.m., we will be having our outdoor Sunday service under the tent, a 
Eucharist with our pastor/priest candidate as our preacher.  This service will culminate in a congregational 
vote on the candidate, so your presence is urged for this important service and event.  Please plan to come, 
rain or shine, to welcome our candidate and hear that person preach to our congregation. 

 



 
 

 

On Sunday, June 6, 2021, at 3:00 p.m., under the same tent, the Diocese of Western MA will be holding a 
service of Confirmation and Reception for the entire diocese.  This past several months a group of about 40 
people have been taking instructions on Zoom and are now ready to make their commitment to join the 
Episcopal Church.  One of those people is Ben Mabrey, our Minister of Music, so please pray for him and all 
the candidates.  Registration for this event is limited so if you have not registered, please plan to attend by 
streaming on the Episcopal Diocese of Western MA YouTube site.  
 
 

 

 
 

The Friends of the Wilbraham Senior Center will be holding a vendor-craft show fundraiser on our property on 
June 12, 2021, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  This is the first early summer craft show they have done and we 
are honored they chose our spot.  Come by and take a look, and welcome them to Christ the King-Epiphany 
Church.  Rain date is Saturday, June 19, 2021. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

On Sunday, June 13, 2021, at 10:00 a.m., we will be remembering Pastor Karen Safstrom on the one-year 
anniversary of her passing and saying goodbye and thank you to Pastor Barbara Thrall as she completes her 
time with us as bridge pastor.  Everyone is welcome.   



 
 

Christ the King-Epiphany Church is invited to attend a Juneteenth Service at 1:00 p.m. with our neighbors and 
friends, the Martin Luther King, Jr., Community Presbyterian Church of Springfield.  The service will be held at 
a site to be decided in Springfield, and will include other churches gathering to celebrate Juneteenth, a day of 
importance in the African-American community.  June 19, 1865, was the day the last enslaved people in 
America, in Texas, learned they were free.  This has become a rallying day for African-Americans for obvious 
reasons.  Their joy upon this discovery has been celebrated ever since, and we are being asked to join the 
recognition of the dignity and liberation they received on that day.  We hope you will be able to make it to the 
service. 
 

 

 

 
 
Our vegetable and pollinator gardens are opening again.  To be involved please contact Kristen Pessolano or 

Liz Tousignant.   Let’s play in the dirt this summer. 

 

 

 

 



Gratitudes . . . 
 

 
 

 
Thank you from the New England Synod.  “I want to thank you for your generous gifts of mission support to the New 
England Synod in 2020.  I am grateful for your congregations’ generosity.  God’s blessings as we move into a new phase 
of being church of Christ in a post-Covid19 world.” 
 
Thank you letter from Open Pantry Community Services, Inc.  “Thank you for your generous contribution of $150.00 to 
Open Pantry Community Services.  In our continuing struggle to maintain our services, your concern and support for 
those who are less fortunate is most welcome and much appreciated.  Thank you for your continued support and 
generous contributions.  Always thankful!” 
 
Thank you to Dennis LaPlante, Liz Tousignant and Jean Wyld for their efforts in securing, setting up and running the new 
sound equipment we received through a grant from the Episcopal Diocese of Western MA. 
 
Thank you to all those who have volunteered to deal with the books that have accumulated at the church.  We want to 
be ready for our new pastor and our new program year with some “cleared decks.” 
 
 
For all those workers considered essential – including in healthcare, the Red Cross, the post office, public safety, retail 
and service industries – who continue to serve and care for us all through this time of necessary social/physical 
distancing. 
 

Did we forget to thank someone?  Our apologies! Is there someone you want to add? Please let us know so we can 
include it in next month’s list of Gratitudes! 
 

 

 



Mission Outreach News . . .  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you wish to support the Community Survival Center, monetary donations are suggested presently. Please 
make checks payable to the Community Survival Center and place them in the offering plate, or they can be 
mailed directly to the Center at 240 Main St., Indian Orchard, MA 01151.  Please put Christ the King- Epiphany 
on the memo line.  Thank you for your continued support.  
 
 

 

 
 
 

ACTION CENTERED TUTORING SERVICES (ACTS) 
IS SEEKING AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
 
Action Centered Tutoring Services (ACTS) is seeking an Executive Director.  The Executive Director reports to 
the Board of Directors and is responsible for the organization's achievement of its mission and financial 
objectives. The individual hired should agree with the ACTS statement of faith, vision, and mission. More 
information regarding this position can be found on their website at www.acts86.org. 
 
After nine years, Burt Hansen is retiring effective October 31st. 
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Scenes from around Christ the King-Epiphany Church . . .  
Spring beginning to bloom in the gardens around Christ the King-Epiphany. 

 

WORD IN SEASON DEVOTIONALS NOW AVAILABLE 

New Word in Season devotionals for July, August & September are now available. If you would 

like a copy, please contact the church office, specify regular or large print, and we will arrange to 

get one to you. 





Christ the King-Epiphany Church 
758 Main Street 
Wilbraham, MA 01095-2665 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


