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JULY/AUGUST OFFICE HOURS 

 

The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mornings from 7:45 a.m. until  
12:45 p.m.   Until Pastor Martha Sipe joins us on August 16, 2021, please contact Dawn Brown at 
the office or email at office@ctkepiphany.org with pastoral concerns or issues you have.  In order 
to comply with the state’s guidelines, please remember to wear your mask when entering the 
church building. 

about:blank


Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Just a brief note to express my gratitude for the incredibly warm welcome you gave to 
Tricia and me the first weekend of June at both Saturday’s “meet and greet” and then 
again after Sunday’s service and election.  It was a wonderful and affirming weekend, and 
I felt the Spirit moving powerfully among us. 
 
I feel great excitement at the prospect of starting our ministry together (which happens 
officially on August 16th).  My sense is that getting to know one another will be a joy, and 
that working together to discern what God is calling us to do will be rewarding.  As well, I 
look forward to becoming familiar with the community and discovering all that I have 

heard that Western Massachusetts has to offer.  Our blessings overflow, don’t they? 
 
I asked one of you (I’m sorry – I don’t remember who!) what you call someone who lives in Massachusetts.  
The answer was:  Just say “New Englanders.”  Please continue to pray for me and my family as we prepare to 
start our life anew as New Englanders.  And know that I am praying for you:  that God continue to bless you 
and also to give grace to us as we embark on this new chapter in our journey of faith together. 
 
Blessings and Peace – 
Pastor Martha 
 

A THOUGHT FOR SUMMER… 
 

God’s Rainbow 
 
Rainbows appear after mighty storms, when things look their very worst.  Just when the skies are darkest 
grey, look for the rainbow first.  The rainbow is a sign of God’s promise, that He will guide us through any 
storm, that He will see us through all our troubles, no matter what their form.  When you feel battered by 
life’s storms, and you are filled with doubt and dismay, just remember God’s rainbow is coming – it’s only a 
prayer away. 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Many Thanks from Pastor Barbara 
 
You really know how to make a person feel appreciated!  Thank you for the 
reception on Sunday, June 13, my last official Sunday as your Bridge Pastor.  
 
My husband, Ed, and I were touched by your warm reception for him, and 
your generosity toward us in your wonderful gift of a check intended for 
traveling purposes, along with a load of suggestions on how to use it and a 

travel bag to make it all "real".  In addition you created a canvas depicting beautiful flowers (some of you 
know I love flowers and gardening), with a quote from Jeremiah:  "And I will give you pastors after my own 
heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding."   
 
There were gluten-free macaroons, roses from the altar to take home, and an abundance of good wishes in 
your card.  We cherish them all, and my time with you.  It has been a pleasure and an honor to serve you, and 
to work alongside such a dedicated and generous congregation and staff.   
 
I'm so looking forward to hearing what new adventures await you with Pastor Martha and Tricia Sipe, as they 
learn, as I did, what a Spirit-filled congregation this truly is.  May God enrich you and bless you in every way.   
 
In Christ's love, Pastor Barbara   
 

 

 

 

 

 

HERALD STAR NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. Please submit your content for the September Herald-Star 

to the church office by August 20th via email or placed in the “Newsletter” mailbox in the office. 

 
 



Summer Greetings from Deacon Pat 
 
Congratulations are in order for the community at Christ the King-Epiphany. The work of 
the Profile Committee and the Call/Search Committee resulted in the Reverend Martha 
Sipe being called and chosen to become our pastor/priest beginning on August 16, 2021. 
Many thanks to all those who participated on those committees giving of their time and 
talents to ensure an outcome that is full of hope for our church. It will be with great joy 
that we welcome Pastor Martha to Wilbraham mid-August. 

 
I am pleased to report that I will be sharing supply duties with various other clergy during this summer hiatus 
while we await Pastor Martha’s arrival.  My deacon role at Christ the King-Epiphany has had a life of its own 
since beginning service here as a freelance deacon in November 2019. How I serve has been dominated by the 
reality that my wife Vivian is living with advanced dementia, most likely Alzheimer’s. She is my first priority. 
Covid interrupted how we were doing church and thus limited my liturgical roles on a weekly basis. With the 
death of Pastor Karen, I was asked to take a more active liturgical role while we waited for Pastor Barbara 
Thrall to join us as a bridge pastor. It was a natural turn of events that I stayed on to serve as deacon with 
Pastor Barbara during what has been a time of transition. 
 
Initially, I thought I would be taking my leave at the same time as Pastor Barbara. A conversation with Canon 
Rich Simpson and the Venerable Archdeacon Jane Griesbach shed a different light on that thought. 
Apparently, Rich had the same discussion with your senior wardens and we are all comfortable with my 
staying on at Christ the King-Epiphany for now. While what I am able to do as a deacon is still limited by 
Vivian’s medical status, I am able to be here with you for Sunday services and will perform the liturgical duties 
assigned to deacons.  
 
I’m praying that my presence with you at this time will give you a sense of that continuity that CTK-E has 
experienced since the churches first came together as one. I have been blessed to be with you in good times 
and in bad, in joy and in sorrow. I have been an ongoing presence in this community through the tenures of 
three pastor/priests—Nathaniel Anderson, Karen Safstrom, and Barbara Thrall. I am pleased to continue the 
journey with you and look forward to serving at the table with Pastor Martha Sipe. 
 
May you bask in the summer sun and find peace in the gentleness of summer days, 
 
Deacon Pat 
 
 
 

 

Farewell and Godspeed to Members of Our Congregation 
 

Linda and Peter Van Beaver are splitting their time between MA and Florida 
Chris and Martha Mensing moved to South Carolina to be closer to their children 

Kendra (Kandy) Duffy moved to Maynard, MA to be closer to her children 
 
 

 
 
 



It’s Summer time! 
 
Yes, it’s great to be outside and moving around! So many things to be thankful for 
including my time in “lock down” because it gave me time to just “be”. Now it’s 
time to move forward and give thanks for all the gifts we have and the future we 
are about to engage in.  
 
The council/vestry met this week and covered a number of topics brought forward 

for discussion. Among the  topics was the question about wearing masks in church: as Deacon Pat said on 

Sunday, those who have been vaccinated and feel comfortable not wearing a mask may do so; those who have 

been vaccinated who want to continue to wear a mask may also do so. Several of our congregation have some 

autoimmune and health concerns and, although vaccinated, will continue to wear a mask as an extra layer of 

protection. What is most important for all of us to understand is, each person is responsible for their own 

decisions and each of us needs to honor and support that decision.  

The next topic was the question about having wine at communion. Collectively we had a thoughtful 

conversation around this issue; we listened to each other as we gave our reasons for or against having wine at 

this time and some very good options were presented. Collectively we all want to have wine but we also 

understand both the synod and diocese have given their stance on this and we have agreed to hold off on 

presenting the chalice during communion until Pastor Martha arrives. No, we don’t want to “dump” it on her 

but she will be our faith/spiritual leader and she is responsible for the decisions made. My heart was filled 

with love when this conversation ended (but not over) because several options were given for the 

presentation of the chalice and collectively we felt we have good options to speak about when Pastor Martha 

arrives.  

GARDEN PARTY: Put this date – August 7 – on your calendar. We are looking for volunteers to come 

together to work in our yard > weeding, mulching, trimming, conversation, prayers and of course food and 

water. What a great opportunity for us to be together to keep our yard beautiful!  More to come. 

Pastor Martha’s arrival date is August 16. We are planning a welcoming reception on August 22 for her and 

her spouse, Trisha. Lock in August 22 on your calendar also!  

Two other opportunities were presented: present art work on our walls again, contacts are being made to 

have this begin again. The other opportunity presented is: when a child is removed from their home by the 

Department of Children and Families and moved into foster care, many times they do not have a suitable bag 

or suitcase to take their belongings. It was suggested we organize a group of people (not just parishioners) 

who would be willing to develop a pattern and sew nice bags for the children to gather and take their things 

with them. These bags could be given to DCF for the social workers to have available for the children when 

needed. It was also suggested to have available for the bags a few items such as toothbrush, toothpaste, 

pajamas, a small blanket and stuffed animal. Just a couple of thoughts for new MISSION OUTREACH.  

There is interest in coming together for another book study. If you are interested and have an idea for a book, 

let me know. Let’s see what we can do, many opportunities out there! 

We give thanks for everyone, everyday! Please keep in your prayers each of us in our congregation and let us 

give thanks to God for all we have been given.  Blessings to all for a safe summer.  Joanne and Jean 



Dear People of Christ the King-Epiphany… 
 
Exactly one month ago, the first week of June, it seemed as though several 
members of our CTK-E family were frantically trying to pull multiple rabbits out of a 
very small hat – myself included.  Not one but two mandatory Safe Church Training 
Workshops via Zoom, a Worship & Music Committee Meeting to prepare for 
summer worship, Pastor Martha’s Meet and Greet on Saturday, and anticipating 
Pastor Martha’s sermon under the tent – all while preparing for my confirmation 

later that same afternoon.  It was a whirlwind from start to finish as the Holy Spirit came down to 758 Main 
Street – guiding our resilient faith community towards our new path. 
 
Between Pastor Martha’s sermon on family, Bishop Fisher’s laying-on-of-hands and powerful words, and the 
warm embraces and smiles shared amongst our parishioners at in-person worship, I cannot recall the last time 
I felt this spiritually and emotionally grounded – especially during this past year which has been so difficult for 
almost all of us in some way.  And as we were surrounded by love and fellowship, we were also saying 
goodbye to Pastor Barb – whose leadership and commitment to our church family was invaluable.   
 
There are so many people who had a role in making this week successful and I would like to personally extend 
my gratitude to all of you.  The showering of cards, thoughtful gifts, and congratulatory hugs have been 
especially meaningful.  The amount of support and goodwill exhibited by the members in our congregation is 
(in my humble opinion) unparalleled.     
 

“We All Are One in Mission” 
ELW #576 

Text by Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 
 

We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single great commission compels us from above 
To plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love. 

 
We all are called for service, to witness in God’s name. 
Our ministries are different; our purpose is the same: 

To touch the lives of others with God’s surprising grace, 
So every folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace. 

 
Now let us be united, and let our song be heard. 

Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming Word 
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, 

Our various gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 
 
 

Ben Mabrey 
Minister of Music  

 

 



July/August Worship Notes . . . 

 

  JULY/AUGUST WORSHIP NOTES 
 
+ Sunday Worship Service and Fellowship Hour:   Until Pastor Martha Sipe joins us on August 16, 
2021; the following will be leading our worship service each Sunday: 
 

July 4 – The Rev. Deacon Patricia M. O’Connell 
July 11 – Pastor Steve Wilco 

July 18 – Pastor Barbara Thrall 
July 25 – The Rev. Dr. Richard Simpson 

August 1 – Pastor Duncan Hunter 
August 8 – Pastor Barbara Thrall 

August 15 – The Rev. Deacon Patricia M. O’Connell  
 
  +Garden Party:  On Saturday, August 7, 2021, from 9:30 a.m. until Noon at CTK-E. 
  
  +Vestry/Council:  On Sunday, August 8, 2021, the Vestry/Council will meet at 11:15 a.m. at CTK-E.  
 
  +Pastor Martha Sipe Begins at Christ the King-Epiphany Church:  On Monday, August 16, 2021, 
  Pastor Martha Sipe will begin as Pastor at CTK-E.  
 
  +Welcome Reception:  On Sunday, August 22, 2021, we will have a welcome reception for Pastor 
   Martha and Tricia Sipe.  Save the date. 
   
 

0 

 

 

 

 



Gratitudes . . . 
 

 
 

 
Thank you to Kristen Pessolano and Liz Tousignant for starting our community garden.  The flowers and vegetables are 
starting to bloom. 
 
Thank you to Ruth Kruger for weeding around Christ the King-Epiphany Church this week.   
 
Thank you from the New England Synod.  “I want to thank you for your generous gifts of mission support to the New 
England Synod in 2020.  I am grateful for your congregations’ generosity.  God’s blessings as we move into a new phase 
of being church of Christ in a post-Covid19 world.” 
 
Thank you letter from Open Pantry Community Services, Inc.  “Thank you for your generous contribution of $150.00 to 
Open Pantry Community Services.  In our continuing struggle to maintain our services, your concern and support for 
those who are less fortunate is most welcome and much appreciated.  Thank you for your continued support and 
generous contributions.  Always thankful!” 
 
Thank you to all those who have volunteered to deal with the books that have accumulated at the church.  We want to 
be ready for our new pastor and our new program year with some “cleared decks.” 
 
For all those workers considered essential – including in healthcare, the Red Cross, the post office, public safety, retail 
and service industries – who continue to serve and care for us all through this time of necessary social/physical 
distancing. 
 

Did we forget to thank someone?  Our apologies! Is there someone you want to add? Please let us know so we can 
include it in next month’s list of Gratitudes! 
 

 

 



Mission Outreach News . . .  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Community Survival Center is very grateful for our monetary donations during the month of June. The 
total as of the middle of June was $700. Thank you to all who so generously gave to this effort.  
 
If you wish to send the Center additional funds during July, please send checks directly to the Community 
Survival Center at 240 Main Street, Indian Orchard, MA 01151, with Christ the King-Epiphany on the memo 
line. They prefer monetary donations presently.  
 
 

 
 

On Saturday, August 7, 2021 from 9:30 a.m. until Noon we are planning a Garden Party.  The party will be to 

work on the church gardens, including spreading new mulch, trimming the lilacs to meet the fire code and 

general garden work.  There will be refreshments for the workers!  Volunteers are asked to bring their garden 

tools – rakes, a wheelbarrow, shovels and clippers to help.  Many hands will make this light work. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the Graduate 
 

Owen Comeau, son of Kelly Comeau, has graduated from Minnechaug Regional High School this 
year.  Congratulations and best wishes with your future plans.  

 
 



Stadler-Collins Scholarship Application (Deadline August 15, 2021) 

 

Thank you for your interest in the Stadler-Collins Scholarship.  This scholarship, founded by two close friends 

(Ms. Stadler and Ms. Collins), is intended to assist members of both the Church of the Epiphany and St. 

Cecilia’s Parish in their education.  The education funded by this Scholarship is limited to that which furthers a 

career in the Health Care industry. 

 

Please note that funds are limited, thus persons seeking education which will immediately lead to direct patient 

care are more likely to be funded than persons seeking theoretical education. 

 

With this application you need to submit: 

 

1. A statement of purpose, no more than 150 words long, which tells of your particular interest in the 

Health Care industry and how the Stadler-Collins Scholarship would help you meet your goals. 

 

2. A statement, no more than 150 words long, which tells of your ministry and participation in your parish 

to this time. 

 

3. A letter of recommendation from a person who is not a member of your parish attesting to your 

character. 

 

4. Proof of enrollment in your selected educational institution (fee bill, class schedule, etc.). 

 

In addition, an interview with may be necessary with a Vestry/Council representative. 

 

Application 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________     Town_________________________________ 

 

Zip Code ______________________________     Phone/Cell____________________________ 

 

Email Address__________________________________________________________________ 

 

At which parish are you a member?  ☐Church of the Epiphany or ☐St. Cecilia’s  

 

Educational Institution___________________________________________________________ 

 

Degree or Certificate Sought______________________________________________________ 

 

Approximate out of pocket expenses________________________________________________ 

 

One reference from your parish____________________________________________________ 

 

References’ Phone number________________________________________________________ 

 

Date Submitted_____________________     Signature__________________________________  

 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 



Scenes from around Christ the King-Epiphany Church . . . 

 

FORWARD DAY BY DAY DEVOTIONALS NOW AVAILABLE 

New Forward DAY by DAY devotionals for August, September & October are now available. If you 

would like a copy, please contact the church office, specify regular or large print, and we will 

arrange to get one to you. 
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