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JANUARY OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday mornings from 7:45 a.m. until 12:45 p.m.
Until we are able to return to business as usual, please contact Dawn Brown at the office or email at
office@ctkepiphany.org or contact Pastor Barbara at pastorctke@gmail.com with pastoral concerns or
issues you have. In order to comply with the state’s guidelines, please remember to wear your mask when
entering the church building.

Dear People of Christ the King-Epiphany Church,
January, the month named for Janus, the god with two faces,
one pointing backward, one facing forward. We are so like
Janus in his perspectives, with one foot in the past, the other in
the future. At the turn of the year we often find ourselves in
that spot, and maybe especially this year.
It would not be hard to say, “Well, good riddance to 2020 and
all the hardship we endured” but many of us know that is not
the whole story. This past year we learned a great many things about ourselves, and in many ways we were
forced to think about what is really important to us. Our health, our family, our way of life, our freedoms,
justice for all. Because of this past year we may have acquired new skills, found new ways to solve problems,
or discovered that we need to change some things in order to be more settled and happy. We have learned
that nobody gets off easy, and that we are here to help each other.
With these new insights I think we can go into this New Year with a certain degree of patient optimism. A
vaccine will be widely available before too long. A new administration will come at problems differently. With
God’s help, somewhere in the course of 2021 you will call a new pastor to shepherd you into God’s future.
The struggles for justice and peace continue, and will need our participation. The earth calls out for our
attention, and we will have opportunities to be involved. If all this seems like a lot, it is. But each of us can do
something. Nobody has to do everything.
My prayer for us this January is that we will continue to seek the good in ourselves and one another, and will
embrace God’s command to love our neighbors as ourselves. As we move together into this New Year, may
we find ways to manifest Christ’s love in the world, and to allow his light to grow in us. Happy New Year!
Pastor Barbara

A THOUGHT FOR EPIPHANY…
Because of His boundless love,
He became what we are
In order that
He might make us
What he is.
St. Irenaeus (c. 130 to 200 AD)

Happy New Year!
Dear Parishioners,
This is the time of year all the news outlets do a “year in review” and I wondered if,
after the year we have had, do we really want to “relive it”? My normal response to
this is to think of all sad things and times and how really easy that is to do.
Then I start to remember the joy that I have received throughout this very harsh year and
the sad times and sad things slide away. Being grateful can sometimes be harder than being sad but each day,
through my prayers of gratitude and asking for patience and forgiveness, I remember how my parish family
has been a great source of support and love.
Thank you, each of you, for holding me in your prayers and for holding me up throughout this past year. And
thank you for holding our entire parish together with your prayers and thoughts.
As we begin our new year together, faith-focused as always, we are beginning to engage in our search for a
new pastor. Our Profile Committee is diligently working on our parish profile that will be used to help us reach
out to let prospective candidates know who we are. We all need to continue to pray for this committee as
they continue their good work.
At this time, we would like to introduce you to our Search/Call Committee members: Kelly Nygren, Liz
Tousignant, Don Sienkiewicz, Madeleine Barnes, Kathleen Cordier and Paula Wilke as our vestry/council
representative. There is an opening for one more person to serve – give Jean or me a call or email if you are
interested. And again, we ask for your prayers to keep them safe and faith focused as they serve (and always
of course!).
We will be holding our annual Vestry/Council meeting on January 24, 2021 @ 11:15, just after our church
service. The meeting will include, but not limited to, acceptance of 2020 annual meeting minutes, election of
the officers and vestry/council members, review of our 2021 church budget and treasurer’s report and an
opportunity for questions and answers. This meeting will be held via ZOOM. The link will be the same as the
one used for worship but we will be sending out full instructions a week before the meeting. As we will be
voting, we will be reviewing options to do this via ZOOM and by phone and again, this information will be
included.
We are blessed and fortunate to have all of our council/vestry members, who were scheduled to go off at the
end of this year, agreeing to stay on with the exception of our clerk, Fran Selva. Fran agreed to a one-year
term and we give her thanks and gratitude for all her hard work serving all of us but she isn’t leaving us, she’s
still our “face” to the Survival Center. Fran is a staunch outreach liaison and we are blessed to have her guide
us.
Let us welcome our New Year with hope, love, joy, forgiveness and peace.
Blessings,
Joanne LaPlante, Senior Warden/Council President
Jean Wyld, Junior Warden/Council Vice President

“Alleluia”, the earth replies…
I doubt this will be your first time hearing “2020 was quite the year.” In fact, the
globe has been shaken, stirred, and turned upside down. I do not think that any of
us need reminders of the atrocities that took place in 2020.
The world watched with worrisome eyes as protestors seeking racial equality took
to the streets, in some instances to be beaten and killed. COVID-19 changed every
aspect of how we live and reminded us daily of how fragile our lives are. The American presidential election
has drawn a line in the sand in our country – splitting us in two. As we begin 2021, we are hoping for change.
For some relief. For Jesus.
Power transition in Washington D.C., the first round of vaccines, and a second wave of stimulus checks are
providing some light in this dark time. Virtual church has now become the norm for the foreseeable future
but I think some of us are beginning to accept that – enjoying the simple pleasure of seeing familiar faces on a
computer screen. We have waited for what seems like the longest year that I can remember to start anew –
or at least with new perspective. Perhaps the world is finally getting a chance to breathe and move forward.
A hymn synonymous with the Feast of the Epiphany is, of course, “Three Kings of Orient” (commonly known as
“We Three Kings”) by John Henry Hopkins, Jr. (1820-1891). Written in 1857, “Three Kings of Orient” is known
by some as the first modern American Christmas carol. First appearing in Carols, Hymns and Songs (New York,
1863), its initial introduction into an Episcopal collection was in the first “carols” section in the Hymnal 1916.
As each verse represents the three magi and their travels to Bethlehem with gifts, the chorus depicts the
bright star which guided their journey. The fifth and final verse offers a final “visual” of the kings’ quests to
welcome the baby Jesus as both heaven and earth rejoices.
Glorious now behold him arise,
King and God and Sacrifice;
Heaven sings alleluia:
Alleluia the earth replies.
O star of wonder, star of night,
Star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light!

HERALD STAR NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The newsletter deadline is the 20 of each month. Please submit your content for the February Herald-Star to
the church office by January 20th via email or placed in the “Newsletter” mailbox in the office.
th

January Worship Notes . . .
JANUARY WORSHIP NOTES
+Epiphany Sunday: On Sunday, January 3, 2021, we will celebrate Epiphany Sunday.
+Martin Luther King, Jr. Event: On Monday, January 18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. Flyer with Zoom information
below.
+Annual Meeting: On Sunday, January 24, 2021, at 11:15 a.m. on Zoom, we will have our Annual
Meeting.
+Prayer for Spiritual Communion: A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at
any time to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances
impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered
at every altar of your Church where your Blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering
particularly our own church community, we long to offer you praise and thanksgiving for creation and all
the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means
of grace and the hope of glory.
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot at this time receive
communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my
heart, my soul and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by
your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

Epiphany
We will celebrate Epiphany on Sunday, January 3, 2021. Bishop Douglas Fisher
of the Episcopal Diocese of Western MA will be preaching at our 10:00 Zoom
Worship Service.

Many thanks to all those faithful parishioners that have agreed to pledge to CTK-Epiphany in 2021. As of
Sunday, December 20th, we have received 49 pledges totaling $164,194. We are still missing commitments
from several individuals or families that pledged in 2020. Last year we received 57 pledges totaling $198,304.
It appears that our 2021 pledge revenues will be substantially reduced from what was pledged and in fact
received in 2020. Additional pledge cards are available through the office should you wish to adjust your 2021
pledge based on this information. Stewardship Commission

ST. PAULY TEXTILE SHED

The St. Pauly clothing donation shed at Christ the King-Epiphany, which was temporarily closed due to the
pandemic, has been reopened to the public. The donation shed is designed to give community members a
clean, convenient, and well-cared for option to donate their used clothing to St. Pauly Textile, Inc.

Don't Get Scammed…
We had another incident recently in which someone posing as Pastor Barbara on the internet created a clever
scam/imitation email address and wrote to some of you. "Pastor Barbara" asked you to send CVS gift cards
urgently to help someone she knows.
It's a sign of our times that people with less than honorable and honest intentions try to take money from
others in this way. They are preying on your kindness and generosity and it is despicable. Please know that I
would NEVER ASK YOU FOR MONEY in this way - for gift cards, or for cash to somehow help a destitute
person. If you get one of these emails, it's most probably a trick to steal from you.
If you have a question about it, please CALL ME to verify, and if you can't reach me, WAIT until we talk. And as
always, if it looks fishy, it probably is.

Yours in vigilance and hope, Pastor Barbara

Christ the King-Epiphany Church
Annual Parish Meeting via Zoom
Broadcast from our Zoom Ministers @
Chapin Greene Drive, Ludlow, MA 01056
Sunday, January 24, 2021
At 11:15 a.m.
On Sunday, January 24, 2021 at 11:15 a.m. on Zoom, which comes to us from Chapin Greene in Ludlow, we
will have our Annual Meeting. This will be the first Annual Meeting of the combined congregations of Christ
the King-Epiphany Church. We will elect new vestry/council members and delegates, approve a budget, hear
committee reports and share the goodness of this great church. How to vote?...We will let you know.

Gratitudes . . .

Thank you letter from the Community Survival Center. “You are extremely generous; thank you for donating
$1,424 to the center. Your contribution will truly help to keep this place operating”.
Thank you letter from the Community Survival Center. “You are all amazing! Thank you for your generous
donation of $175.00 to the center. Your contributions have just been wonderful and are very much
appreciated.”
Thank you letter from the Community Survival Center. “Thank you for your generous contribution of $300.00
to Open Pantry Community Services. In our continuing struggle to maintain our services, your concern and
support for those who are less fortunate is most welcome and much appreciated.
Christmas Flower Remembrances - Special thanks to Liz Tousignant for handling all the arrangements for this
Christmas’ poinsettias.
Thanks to everyone who participated in our Advent, Christmas and Lessons & Carols Services, our December
20th tree lighting especially the Pessolano family, our Profile Committee, to the staff and wardens for their
hard work all year long, to everyone who brought food for the Community Survival Center and Loaves and
Fishes, and for those who sent gifts to foster children at the holidays.
For all those workers considered essential – including in healthcare, the Red Cross, the post office, public
safety, retail and service industries – who continue to serve and care for us all through this time of necessary
social/physical distancing.
Did we forget to thank someone? Our apologies! Is there someone you want to add? Please let us know so we
can include it in next month’s list of Gratitudes!

Mission Outreach News . . .

COMMUNITY SURVIVAL CENTER DONATIONS
We are now collecting food items for the Community Survival Center at the church. The requested items for
the month are canned meat and beef stew. If you wish to participate, please drop off items during Dawn’s
office hours in the basket by the office door. Her hours are posted in the weekly email, or you can call the
office at 596-3045 to confirm that she is there. If you wish to make a monetary donation instead, checks can
be mailed to the Community Survival Center at 240 Main Street, Indian Orchard, MA 01151. Please indicate
“Christ the King-Epiphany” on the memo line. Thank you to all who brought food items to the church this past
month. It is very needed and appreciated.

Write your own New Year’s Card, for adults and children
Here’s a simple “recipe” for a four-line New Year’s poem to send to friends and family.
Line 1 – Three words that describe the new year.
Line 2 – Two “ing” words.
Line 3 – Sentence or phrase about the new year.
Line 4 – New Year greeting
Here’s an example:
2021
Bright, new, original,
Opening, transforming
Glad that it’s here.
Happy New Year!
How hard was that? What can you come up with? You can use this “recipe” for any time – birthday,
Christmas, summer, Fourth of July…

“A Blessing for the New Year”
From “To Bless the Space Between Us” by John O’Donohue
On the day when
The weight deadens
On your shoulders
And you stumble,
May the clay dance
To balance you.
And when your eyes
Freeze behind
The gray window
And the ghost of loss
Gets into you,
May a flock of colors,
Indigo, red, green
And azure blue,
Come to awaken in you
A meadow of delight.
When the canvas frays
In the curragh of thought
And a stain of ocean
Blackens beneath you,
May there come across the waters
A path of yellow moonlight
To bring you safely home.
May the nourishment of the earth be yours,
May the clarity of light be yours,
May the fluency of the ocean be yours,
May the protection of the ancestors be yours.
And so may a slow
Wind work these words
Of love around you,
An invisible cloak
To mind your life.

Scenes from around Christ the King-Epiphany Church..
December 20th Tree Lighting and Christmas Flower Remembrance pictures taken by Liz Tousignant
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Picture of altar decorated for Christmas. Photo taken by Liz Tousignant.

