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Flower Arrangement at Pastor Karen’s Celebration of Life 

 



Contact Information 
Christ the King-Epiphany Church  

758 Main Street Wilbraham, MA 01095-2665 
413-596-3045 

www.ctkepiphany.org  
 

Staff         
Barbra Thrall, Transitional Pastor      TBD   
Ben Mabrey, Minister of Music      music@ctkepiphany.org 
Dawn Brown, Parish Administrator      office@ctkepiphany.org 
Don Sienkiewicz, Custodian 
 

Congregational Officers  
Joanne LaPlante, President/Senior Warden     jlaplante53@hotmail.com  
Jean Wyld, Vice President/Junior Warden     jwyld@springfieldcollege.edu 
Fran Selva, Clerk/Secretary       franjoe.selva@gmail.com  
Kevin Hinkamper, Treasurer       klhinkamper@gmail.com 
David Vivian, Pledge Treasurer/Financial Secretary    vivian.david1@gmail.com 
 

Vestry-Council Members 
Chris Caster         ChristineCaster@charter.net  
Steve Lewis         lewissjs@aol.com  
Judith Phillips         attyphillips@gmail.com 
Ann Setnes         annset@charter.net  
Paula Wilke         paulaw412@gmail.com 
 

Other Leadership 
Judith Phillips, Safe Church Coordinator     attyphillips@gmail.com 
Marianne Wagner, Parish Nurse      reewagner@charter.net  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
OCTOBER OFFICE HOURS 

 
The church office is open Monday through Thursday.  Until we are able to return to business as usual, 
please contact Dawn Brown at the office or email at office@ctkepiphany.org or contact Pastor Barbara at 
the church office with pastoral concerns or issues you have.  In order to comply with the state’s guidelines, 
please remember to wear your mask when entering the church building. 
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Dear People of Christ the King-Epiphany Church, 
 
Just because we are in COVID times, with separations 
and safety measures in place all around us, that 
doesn’t mean CTK-E has settled into an easy chair for a 
long snooze. The work that is happening among us is 
ongoing, with the formation of a Profile Committee 
and a Search Committee about which you may read in 
this newsletter. Important work in mission and  

                                                                       ministry is beginning and continuing, with God’s help. 
 
One of the important considerations we are undertaking has to do with reopening the church 

for worship.  This is a complicated process and this month we are putting our heads together 

to consider what would be good for this congregation.  You’ll be hearing more as the weeks go 

on, and you’ll be asked for your thoughts and opinions.  I bet you have some!! 

In the time before we begin in-person worship again, life goes on.  The vestry/council and I 

have agreed that with regard to funerals and burials, we will have a policy now of holding 

services in the funeral home, or outdoors, or both in the case of graveside services.  These 

services will be limited to 25 people who will be masked and socially distanced. We trust you 

will understand the need to be careful and safe even in a time of sadness. 

We’d like to expand our group of readers so if you are interested in reading at our Sunday 

service and have zoom-capability, please let us know and we’ll get you started.      

God has richly blessed Christ the King – Epiphany Church.  Christ is present and the Holy Spirit 

is at work, in you!  If you are in need of pastoral care, or know someone who could use a 

phone call, please leave a message for me at the church office.   

Yours in Christ,    Pastor Barbara 

 
 
 

HERALD STAR NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The newsletter deadline is the 20th of each month. Please submit your content for the November 

Herald- Star to the church office by October 20th via email or placed in the “Newsletter” mailbox in 

the office. 

 



Seasons change and so do we….. 
 
We are beginning the season of change for our congregation, that’s 
how I am seeing it. The wonderful loving Celebration of Life for Pastor 
Karen is over but the memories will be with us forever.  
 
And as summer is leaving us, autumn has knocked on our door; the 

change of season also brings to us another change but one that will bring us a wonderful new 
focus just as there will be new colors of nature that will surround us. As the colors of nature 
surround us, I also believe the Holy Spirit continues to surround us and hold us up.  
 
We have our Profile and Search Committee teams in place and their work will begin very soon. 

The Profile Committee is tasked with bringing together who we are and what we want our 

faith-driven future to be. This committee will be reaching out to all of you for your input, your 

desires and prayers for our future. The process of pulling together this profile will take about 3 

to 4 months. When complete, they will turn this portion over to the Search/Call Committee to 

begin to find for us a new faith leader for our church, someone who will never take Pastor 

Karen’s place but someone who will continue to guide us forward in the love of Jesus Christ. 

Your Vestry/Council ask for your prayers for these committees, prayers to keep them strong, 

faithful, patient and always listening to us and to the Holy Spirit.  

I want to thank everyone who participated in making Pastor Karen’s Celebration of Life 

memorable, loving and faith-filled. This perfect gathering could not have come together had it 

not been for all of you. We certainly are a blessed community! 

Your vestry/council wants to thank you for your continued financial support through your 

pledges. Your support is what keeps our missions alive and thriving. Your time and talent 

support is also recognized and appreciated – without your commitment to stewardship, our 

faith community would not be as strong as it is. We take care of each other and those in the 

wider community. 

Blessings, 

Joanne LaPlante, Senior Warden/Council President 
Jean Wyld, Junior Warden/Council Vice President 
 
 
 
 

 



Reformation Sunday….. 
 
In just a few weeks, we will be celebrating Reformation Sunday on 
October 25th.  This Sunday is not only a celebration honoring Martin 
Luther’s dedication to changing the Church for the better, but it is a 
reminder that change is still happening within our faith 
community.  Our small but very active community at CTK-E is still   

                                         working to better our community –  something evident from our  
                                         successful outreach programs.   
 
Valuing love, compassion, and generosity, our church continuously goes above and beyond                                           
in an aim to better the world and those living in it.  One of the changes we have had to make 
due to the pandemic is the discontinuation of in-person worship and ensemble singing.  This 
past spring, Pastor Karen and I had been discussing ways in which church members could still 
enjoy sacred music – something important to many of us.   
 
This month, in the spirit of change, I have selected several pieces of music that vary in style 
and sub-genre of sacred music.  I invite you to visit the links provided below and listen to these 
pieces throughout the month as you reflect, pray, set the table for dinner, read, or enjoy your 
morning coffee on the porch.  The recordings will also be shared on the church’s Facebook 
page where you can leave comments and ask any questions you may have regarding the 
music.   
 
1.  “Christ My Refuge” is an arrangement for piano and orchestra by Peter B. Allen. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWWVAV2-YgU 
 
2.  “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” is a fantastic arrangement for piano duet recorded by 
twin brothers Adam and Matt Podd. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeH0ckH3g6o 
 
3.  “Fanfare for Organ” by Craig Phillips is a bold organ composition with a bit of dissonance 
but a great example of modern pipe organ music. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIZhHcof8_0 
 
4.  “O For the Wings of a Dove” composed by Felix Mendelssohn, performed by the Choir of 
King’s College – a superb example of a young boy soprano with organ and choir. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrbwVtZ-j3c 
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October Worship Notes . . . 
 
 

OCTOBER WORSHIP NOTES 
 

+Sunday Worship and Virtual Coffee Hour via Zoom: As in-person worship is suspended until 
further notice, we will continue in October to worship Sundays at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom.  The 
Rev. Barbara Thrall will be leading our worship.  Information on connecting to Zoom along with 
a link to a pdf of the bulletin will be sent out on Fridays. A virtual coffee hour will immediately 
follow on Zoom.  
+Voice of Faith:  Each Saturday, the Episcopal Diocese of Western MA on its website offers 
“Voice of Faith”, short video presentations (4 to 6 minutes) by lay people around the diocese 
on some aspect of their faith and witness.  These are wonderful, uplifting reflective pieces that 
often make you smile and always make you think.  Have a look! 
+St. Francis of Assisi:  On Sunday, October 4, 2020 we will remember St. Francis of Assisi.  Who 
was he, why is he important, what does he have to say to use in this time so far distant from 
his own 13th century life? 
+Blessing of the Animals:  On Sunday, October 4, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. at Christ the King-
Epiphany we will be having a masked, socially-distanced Blessing of the Animals on our church 
grounds.  You, your pets and animal friends, stuffed or breathing, will be welcome.  
+Reformation Sunday:  On Sunday, October 25, 2020 at our 10:00 a.m. Zoom Worship, we will 
celebrate Reformation Sunday.  
+All Saint’s Day:  On Sunday, November 1, 2020 Christ the King-Epiphany will provide an 
opportunity to remember aloud in our service those who have died in the past year, and those 
who have died who are dear to our hearts.  All Saints’ is a major feast of the church, and we 
hope you will join in thanking God for the witness of all the saints. 
+Prayer for Spiritual Communion:  A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that 
anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that 
moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.  
In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
Blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly our own church 
community, we long to offer you praise and thanksgiving for creation and all the blessings of 
this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of 
grace and the hope of glory. 
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot at this time 
receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.  I unite myself with you and embrace 
you with all my heart, my soul and my mind.  Let nothing separate me from you; let me 
serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending 
peace. Amen.  
 
 



 

Pet Blessing October 4th at 4:00 p.m. at CTK-E  

We will be having a masked, socially-distanced Blessing of 
the Animals on Sunday, October 4, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. on 
the church grounds.  You, your pets and animal friends, 
stuffed or breathing, will be welcome.   This is an activity 
many churches take part in around October 4th, the Feast         
Day of St. Francis, the patron saint of animals.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Dawn is working on updating our directory and some information in our current one does not 
have correct phone numbers or email addresses.  Please take a minute and check your 
information and let Dawn know of any changes.  Thank you! 
 
 
 

 
 

We have some parishioners who have shown an interest in being a Sunday lector of the 
lessons.  Please notify Rev. Barbara of your interest and she will follow up with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gratitudes . . . 

 
 

 
 

 

Thank you to Lydia Bell for her donation in memory of Pastor Karen. 
 
Thank you to Steve Lewis and his family for coordinating the ACTS mum sale. 
 
Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make the memorial service for Pastor Karen so 
beautiful and special.  A recording is available on YouTube. 
 
Thank you from the Community Survival Center for the generous gift of $500.00.   “We will use 
your contribution to help with operating costs like keeping the lights on and the refrigerators 
running.” 
 
Thank you from the Springfield Rescue Mission.  “I want to tell you how grateful we are for 
your partnership and for your donation!  Your support is so appreciated!” 
 
Thanks to the vestry-council and the worship and music committee for their work on planning 
for changes to our virtual and in-person worship during the pandemic. 
 

Thank you to those who delivered devotionals and directories to those who made requests. 
Thank you to those continuing to volunteer with our Loaves and Fishes dinner ministry and 
those who are making continued financial donations to the Community Survival Center. 
 
For all those workers considered essential – including in healthcare, the Red Cross, the post 
office, public safety, retail and service industries – who continue to serve and care for us all 
through this time of necessary social/physical distancing. 
 

Did we forget to thank someone?  Our apologies! Is there someone you want to add? Please let 
us know so we can include it in next month’s list of Gratitudes! 



Mission Outreach News . . .  

 
 

 

 

A NEW TWIST ON UNDIE SUNDAY 

The Springfield Rescue Mission serves hundreds of men in their Emergency Shelter and 

Rehabilitation Program each year.  They also reach out to homeless and poverty-stricken men, 

women and children with new underwear, socks and t-shirts, used clothing, coats and shoes in 

their Give Away Center – all free of charge.  Each year they run an “Undie Sunday” drive in 

area churches to help collect donations of underwear, socks and t-shirts.  This year they are 

offering a virtual way to help.  Just click on this link https://a.co/1b3C9je to purchase from the 

Rescue Mission’s wish list and it will be sent directly to them.  This list has Men’s and Women’s 

undershirts, underwear, and socks, and also has Boys’ and Girls’ underwear. Their most 

needed items currently are: Men’s Boxers (small, medium, larger, XXL and XXXL), Men’s Boxer 

Briefs (XL and XXXL), Women’s Underwear (small, medium and large), and Girls 8-12 

Underwear. 

As the weather starts getting colder, donating a new set of underclothing is an easy way to 

show the love of Christ to someone who has not had a clean pair of undergarments for month.  

Very often spiritual healing begins with physical needs being met.  Your support is greatly 

appreciated! 

 

 

https://a.co/1b3C9je


COMMUNITY SURVIVAL CENTER NEWS 
As Christ the King-Epiphany's church building continues to be 
temporarily closed due to the virus pandemic, we will not be 
accepting goods to be brought to the Survival Center again this 
month.  However, if anyone wishes to continue to support the 
Center, it would be greatly appreciated, as food donations have 
diminished.  In doing so, please send a check directly to 
the Community Survival Center at 240 Main Street, Indian 
Orchard, MA 01151, and include on the memo line “Christ the 
King-Epiphany”.   If you have any questions, please contact Fran   

                                                   Selva at 413-596-8668.   
 
 
 

      NEW WAYS TO DONATE FOOD TO THE COMMUNITY SURVIVAL 
      CENTER 

                                                   The Survival Center is now working with One Deeds to make it  
                                                   easier for people to send food directly to the Center without  
                                                   having to go shopping at the grocery store. Check out their  
                                                   website at www.onedeeds.com or use the link specifically for the  
                                                   Center: https://www.onedeeds.com/me/24. 
 

                             Please help provide food for our neighbors during this most  
                             difficult time.  We are deeply grateful for your donations!  

   
 
 

 

http://www.onedeeds.com/
https://www.onedeeds.com/me/24


                
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                              

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS TAKE-OUT DINNER TO BENEFIT THE COMMUNITY SURVIVAL CENTER  
 OCTOBER 17, 2020 

This year the annual Oktoberfest cannot be held in person.  The Knights of Columbus is sponsoring a 

take-out dinner to benefit the Community Survival Center on Saturday, October 17, 2020.  Dinner is 

savory roast pork, roasted red potatoes, roasted vegetable medley, roll and butter, and chocolate 

cake for dessert.  All meals are $15.00 and must be prepaid.  The form will be sent in a separate email 

or you can call the office to obtain one.  Form and payment must be received no later than October 

11th.  Please submit by mail to St. Cecilia Church, Attn:  Knights of Columbus, 42 Main Street, 

Wilbraham, MA 01095.  All profits to be donated to the Community Survival Center.  There are two 

pick up times (5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.).  Pick up is at St. Cecilia Parish Center 

and masks are required at time of pick up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLE PICKING AT FERN APPLE 
ORCHARD 

Fern Apple Orchard is behind our 

church and they are now open for 

apple picking.  In addition, there is 

food and beverage available for 

purchase.  Check them out on the 

weekend! 



 

                                                  

 
 
 
Carole Taylor, whose graveside service took place at Oak Grove Cemetery on Thursday, September 17, 
2020. 
 
Ruth Lindahl, who services took place in Wilbraham on Friday, September 25, 2020. 
 
May Carole and Ruth rest in peace and rise in glory and may their families and friends know the 
comfort of God’s love. 
 

 



 

 



Scenes from around Christ the King-Epiphany Church.. 
  

Flowers and happenings around Christ the King-Epiphany. 
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