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“Morning Has Broken,” a quilt by Linda Fitzgerald

Pastoral Coverage While Pastor Karen is Away May 13 to 15
Pastor Karen will be away at the Barbara C. Harris Conference Center in Greenfield, NH from May 13 to 15 for the annual
Diocese of Western MA Clergy Conference. During that time the Rev. Lauren Holm of Bethesda Lutheran Church in
Springfield will be on call for any pastoral emergencies. Should you need to reach her during that time please call her cell
phone at 617-893-2333.

REMINDER: MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
The Congregational Council of Christ the King and the Vestry of Church of the Epiphany have called a meeting
of the congregation to take place on Sunday, May 19, 2019 immediately following the conclusion of the 10:00
a.m. worship service. This meeting will have two items of business:
1) The approval for the congregation to spend up to $100,000 to replace the section of the parking lot behind
the church building. The project will be funded through donations and if necessary, the remainder of the cost
will be funded equally through the investment savings of each parish.
2) Discussion of moving the organ from the building at 20 Highland Avenue to the building at 758 Main Street
and, if necessary, to approve the funding of the project as a shared expense of both parishes.
Please make every effort to attend this meeting to address these two issues that are important to the life of
our community of faith. Thank you.
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Dear People of Christ the King-Epiphany,
“The real danger of prayer is not that we will wake God up. It’s that
God will awaken us.” The Rev. Cameron Trimble
Both the Episcopal and Lutheran traditions have wonderful prayers
in their worship books that are very familiar to us. The familiarity of
these prayers can be a great comfort to us with so much in our world
that is rapidly changing. However, while we often prefer the comfortable and familiar over the new, sometimes we need to be shaken from our status quo by the new in
order to hear what God might be saying to us here and now.
This Easter season we are doing a bit of that in worship in opening our worship service not with the
Confession and Forgiveness that Evangelical Lutheran Worship usually recommends, but with the
Thanksgiving for Baptism it suggests for use in the Easter season. The Easter season is a time when we
focus on our new life in Christ given through the gift of baptism and so a good time to be renewed in
our baptism through prayers in worship that invite us to do just that. Each week our prayer will invite
us to be renewed in our baptism and our life in Christ as I pray over the water and over us, “We praise
you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus
Christ. Shower us with your Spirit and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.”
With our 8:30 a.m. service being a spoken liturgy I was looking for a spoken hymn of praise that could
also lift up the themes found in the Easter season and so I again turned to the vast worship resources
for both traditions. I found what I was looking for in “Canticle M: A Song of Faith” which is found in the
Episcopal resource series, Enriching Our Worship. It reminds us of our new life in Christ as we pray together, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by divine mercy we have a new birth
into a living hope.”
While both of our denominational traditions have wonderfully familiar prayers, sometimes it can help
us hear God’s promises anew when we use some of the less familiar prayer resources in our traditions.
In delving more deeply into the richness of these traditions, it allows us to hear God’s message to us in
a new way that can shake us up just enough to awaken us to what God might be trying to call us to as
the church of today. Just like we hear in the blessing we used at the Easter Vigil and on Easter Sunday,
May the God who shakes heaven and earth,
whom death could not contain,
who lives to disturb and heal us,
bless you with power to go forth and proclaim the Gospel.
And the blessing of God our Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of life be with you always.
Amen.

(From A New Zealand Prayer Book, a resource from The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, a
member church of the Anglican Communion of which the Episcopal Church is also a member.)

In Christ,
Pastor Karen
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ROAD TRIP OF THREE

(a.k.a. College for Congregational Development)
DEFINITION: Congregational development is the development of congregations of all sizes, locations,
and conditions into more faithful, healthy and effective communities of faith that are:
• Focused on and faithful to their unique reason for being and primary task as congregations,
which are local expressions of the body of Christ;
• Connected to and expressive of their unique ecclesial tradition, ethos, and character;
• Self – renewing and responsive to the challenges and opportunities before them;
• Sustainable, or working toward greater sustainability, in terms of a fit between the elements of
their organizational life (vision for ministry, leadership, culture, size, property, finances, and so
on); and
• Fostering a culture of transparency, collaboration, courage, flexibility and forgiveness in which
the congregation and its leaders have a greater sense of choice.

WEEKEND ONE and TWO
As we packed up Karen’s car for our road trip,
we began wondering , ”What have we gotten
ourselves into?” Our five hour drive had us
traveling the turnpike from here to Rochester,
N.Y. to attend a weekend training conference –
one of eight – to help us learn about working
together through and with our congregation to
strengthen our commitment to service through
our faith and with God.
Our destination was Notre Dame Retreat House
in Canadaigua, NY. – overlooking a breathtaking
view of the river and beautiful land. We are one
of 3 Western Mass congregations that were offered this opportunity and we shared this time with 4 other parishes from NY. This training is offered
by the Diocese of Rochester, NY.
Arriving at 4:30 in the afternoon, we checked in, unpacked and freshened up from our travels. Because there was no evening meal available, we stopped for a later lunch that helped to satisfy us for
the evening – along with snacks provided by the training team. We began our program promptly at
5:30 and ended with Compline at 9:00. We had time to gather with one another after and begin to get
to know one another. Off to bed soon after! Long day – much to process.
4

Our mornings begin with Morning Prayer at 7:45,
breakfast at 8:00 and our full day program at 8:45.
We spend time together in Plenary learning of Data
Collection > how many ways there are, how to analyze/process it and how to feed it back to our congregations. We would then break out to our teams
and work on case studies. So throughout the day
the opportunities were there to learn, share, work
together, understand, question, support each other
and to pray. Oh—and we have lunch and snacks!
During our time between our weekend sessions we
have “homework” to do and this includes suggested
books. We have also taken the Meyers/Briggs Type Indicator assessment - one way to help us understand ourselves, our strengths, areas of growth, and help us to identify our unique gifts. We are
learning various ways to learn about ourselves and how to better understand others and where they
are in their lives. This past Saturday was the day for exploring all of this.
Several of our parishioners were asked to be interviewed and we presented those responses during a
team gathering. The questions centered around their background with the congregation, involvement
with the congregation, what prompted the visit, how hard/easy was it to enter the life of the congregation, what caused them to stay, what renews them spiritually in the congregation and how has being involved with the congregation had an effect on their lives. What we found interesting is the other
parishes that are involved had many of the same answers from their parishioners – invited to church,
caring of/for others, faithfulness of congregation, family ... everyone agreed the Holy Spirit is working
through all of us!
We will be involved with future “homework” that will include our congregation and we look forward
to that. Our next weekend away is Columbus weekend and we are hoping to see some spectacular
foliage on our drive. If anyone has any questions about our “road trip” please feel free to ask Karin
Johnson, Joanne LaPlante or Pastor Karen.
Blessings to all and thank you for your prayers and support,
Joanne, Karin and Pastor Karen
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LENT AND EASTER 2019
Thank you to everyone who contributed to making our journey through Holy Week and Easter such a
meaningful and holy experience for all who participated. For the readers, the assisting ministers, the
eucharistic ministers, the acolytes, the ushers, the altar guild, the counters, Ben and the choir, Faith
Lund who painted our Paschal candle, Linda Fitzgerald who led the Maundy Thursday meal, Pastor
Chip and the choir and people from Wilbraham United for joining us on Good Friday, Liz Tousignant for
the Easter flower arranging, Donna Kimball for baking the Easter communion bread, all who contributed butterflies to our new “Alleluia” banner and Donna and Alex Kimball for sewing the banner, Don
for taking care of the necessary extra custodial duties, Elissa for all the extra office work, and everyone
who helped but we are forgetting to name – THANK YOU!!!!
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MISSION OUTREACH
New Name
Social Ministry at Christ the King/Epiphany has a new name! At our April 28 meeting, we decided
to rename our joint Christ the King/Epiphany social ministry committee – Mission Outreach – a new
name for both our congregations and one that reflects our ministry. Look for more information on
our meeting and our 2019-2020 project calendar in the summer newsletter!

Lantern Project
A huge thank you to all who donated to our Lenten Lantern Project! We surpassed our goal, raising
$1200 for lanterns!! As a result of the generosity of Christ the King/Epiphany, 40 families will receive
solar lanterns, providing them with the ability to do such things as perform household chores, study
and travel safely in the dark. Thank you for sharing Christ’s love and light with those in need!

Undie Sundays
Join us in providing help to homeless men! The Springfield Rescue Mission is in need of men’s t-shirts
(sizes L and XL) and men’s boxer briefs (sizes M, L and XL). To help them, we will be designating our
Sundays in May as “Undie Sundays” – which simply means that we are asking members to bring
in new packages of Men’s Boxer Briefs (sizes M, L & XL) and Men’s T-Shirts (sizes L & XL) during the
month of May. Please place donations in the large collection box outside the sanctuary. Thank you!!

New Quilting Group
Saturday, May 18
9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon

A new quilting group is beginning! This will include
new quilters as well as more experienced ones. We’ll
meet monthly on the 3rd Saturday of each month, and
this will be a hands-on group. We’ll go through the basics and have fun working toward finished projects.
If you have a sewing machine, please bring it and basic
sewing supplies. Don’t have them? Don’t worry. There
is plenty to share in my bag of tools!
If you’re interested, please contact me, Linda Fitzgerald,
at lindajerryfitz@verizon.net or call 783-2100 (home)
or 413-316-3399 (cell).
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Crocheting & Knitting Ministry
Saturday, May 4
9:00-11:00 a.m.

Church of the Epiphany
All are welcome.
We’ll be working on chemo hats,
winter hats, scarves and mittens etc.

COMMUNITY SURVIVAL CENTER
Thank you to all who so generously contributed to the Easter food drive for the Community Survival
Center. Many bags of food for Easter dinners were delivered, and over $700 was contributed as well.
Please consider contributing chunky soups and canned meat during the month of May. Even if you
can only bring one can, it is so helpful for the Community Survival Center’s needs.

ANOTHER WONDERFUL YEAR FOR OUR QUILTERS
Yes, once again our quilters made beautiful, warm quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Many thanks to the
quilters: Ruth Liindahl, Fran Johnson, MaryRuth Gerfin, Ginnie Rickert, Anne Setnes, Fran Selva, Sabra
Goetchus, Madeleine Barnes, and Ruth Kruger. Also, thank you to Bob and Steve Hopkins who packed
the quilts for shipment, and to Kevin Hinhamper who drives the quilts to an ingathering in Natick.
Quilt dedication: Sunday, May 12, during the 10:00 a.m. worship service.

Report of the Naming Task Force
The members of the Naming Task Force would like to thank all of the parishioners who shared their
thoughts with us, either in person or via the questionnaire distributed during the Palm Sunday services. On that Sunday we collected 41 responses from the 74 parishioners in attendance. While this
was only a 55% response rate, at least 5 children were present and others chose not to return a questionnaire, (see below). The results were:
15 indicated that yes, we should consider a new name;
25 indicated that no, we should not consider a new name;
1 indicated no preference. In addition to this response, we heard from several members present that
they had no preference and so did not submit the questionnaire;
Reviewing this information we do not believe that there would be strong support for changing the
name of our parish at this time. Hence we have made the recommendation to the Parish Council –
Vestry that we retain the name “Christ the King – Epiphany Church” as part of our merger process.
The Parish Council – Vestry will act on this recommendation at their next meeting on May 15, 2019.
We encourage you to contact members of the Parish Council – Vestry if you have further input to
share on this matter.
Thank you!
Sally Fenix, Don Sienkiewicz, and Jean Wyld
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SPRING RECITAL
Christ the King Epiphany Church is happy to once again host vocal group Bella Voce for their Spring ‘19
recital. This new and exciting ragtime program includes music from George Gershwin, Cole Porter, and
Irving Berlin. Hear your favorite tunes from Gypsy, Funny Girl, and Singin’ In The Rain!
This family-friendly event is free to the public. A freewill offering will be collected and proceeds will be
donated to the Dream Center in Springfield, MA. The Dream Center is a faith-based non-profit organization that assists victims of assault, the homeless, those living with addiction, and various other
needy people.
Christ the King Epiphany Church welcomes

Bella Voce’s Ragtime Band
featuring

Teri LaFleur (soprano),
Lisa Woods (mezzo-soprano),
and Jerry Noble (piano)

Sunday, May 19 , 2019 at 3 PM.
Christ the King Epiphany Church
758 Main Street
Wilbraham, MA 01095
th

(across from Rice Farm)

Although admission is free, there will be a freewill offering
collected to help support the Dream Center in Springfield, MA.
www.springfielddreamcenter.com
Light refreshments to follow!
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CALENDAR — MAY 2019

Christ the King-Epiphany Church
758 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095

Painting by Faith Lund

