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LETTER FROM FATHER NATHANIEL
Dear People of CTK-Epiphany,
Towards the end of February
I found myself involved with
more funerals than normal.
At the end of last month we
laid to rest Mauri’s mother
Mary, Kay’s partner Charles,
and Linda’s sister, Gloria. As
these were all family members of Epiphany members
we used the Book of Common Prayer. But the part that
always strikes me in the funeral liturgy is a passage
used by Lutherans as well, from Romans 14: “If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord;
so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s.”
Each and every time I speak these words they linger
in my mind. They strike me as deeply profound. They
seem to capture the essence of our lives as Christians.
And in this sense, they are a bit counter-cultural.
Think about it - for so many, and for a large segment
of the health care industry, the prolonging of life at
whatever cost is seen as the ultimate goal. We endure
a barrage of news stories telling us what we should
eat, or not eat, and what we should do, or not do, so
that we might live longer. Medications are advertised,
new procedures are put through trials, and the average
life-span continues to tick up. We spend a great deal
of effort in our lives seeking maximum enjoyment and
security. We make plans, set goals and save money so
that we can live the life we find most appealing.
And yet this passage from Romans, so familiar in our
burial rite, seems to offer a different focus. The end, the
meaning of our existence is found not in the length of
our lives, but rather in the one who holds our lives in
his hands. Whether we live, or whether we die, we do
this “to the Lord.”
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I think of these words when I consider our son James.
His was a short life, lived in his mother’s womb. But
even still I continue to discover new ways in which
James has blessed our lives and the lives of others. His
life was very short, and yet, in that time he lived “to the
Lord,” as he died “to the Lord.”
I think of this with Inga, and with my own life now
that she has arrived. I now understand what parents
mean when they say you never stop worrying about
your children! About their health and safety, sure. But
also about the person they will grow into; about the
type of life they will live. I certainly see the temptation
in wanting to control all of this - doing everything perfectly so she develops the best she can — selecting the
right schools or enrichment programs so she can reach
her full potential. But at the end of the day, I recognize
that there is so much I cannot control. And that ultimately, her life is not about herself - but rather she is to
live and die “to the Lord.”
We begin this Lenten season hearing the words “remember that you are dust - and to dust you shall
return.” This reminder of our mortality exposes the
fallacy that life is “all about me.” Instead, as disciples of
Jesus we are given the blessing of living not for ourselves alone, but for others and for the love of God.
No matter the circumstances we encounter in life,
whether we are sick or in good health, facing death
or beginning life, we all have the opportunity and the
blessing to live and die “to the Lord.” During this Lenten season, allow yourself to be reminded of our gracious God’s mercy and love—that unending grace that
holds each and every one of us, in life and in death.
Father Nathaniel

MARCH WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
Sunday, March 4					
8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Worship at CTK		
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 Fellowship Hour
Tuesday, March 6
9:00 a.m. Lenten Eucharist
		
Epiphany Chapel			
		 					
Sunday, March 11
8:30 & 10.00 a.m. Worship at CTK
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour
Tuesday, March 13
9:00 a.m. Lenten Eucharist
		
Epiphany Chapel

REMINDER: WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, March 18
8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Worship at CTK
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Hour

We now hold our 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m services each Sunday at Christ the King, with Fellowship Hour at 11:00 a.m. A Parish Breakfast is
still offered on the last Sunday of the month.

Tuesday, March 20
9:00 a.m. Lenten Eucharist
		
Epiphany Chapel			
		
Sunday, March 25
8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Worship at CTK
No Sunday School (Palm Sunday)
11:00 a.m. Parish Breakfast

Sunday School Schedule
All classes at 10:00 at CTK

March 4 - Sunday School
March 11 - Sunday School
March 18 - Sunday School

Tuesday, March 27
9:00 a.m. Lenten Eucharist
		
Epiphany Chapel			
		

March 25 - No Sunday School (Palm/Passion Sunday)
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LENT & HOLY WEEK
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
March 25

Palm/Passion Sunday - 8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. (CTK)
March 26
Holy Monday - 9:00 a.m. - Eucharist (Epiphany Chapel)
March 27
Holy Tuesday - 9:00 a.m. Eucharist (Epiphany Chapel)
March 28
Holy Wednesday - 9:00 a.m. Eucharist (Epiphany Chapel)
March 29
Maundy Thursday - 6:00 p.m.
Dinner and Eucharist (Epiphany Sackett Hall )
March 30
Good Friday - 12 noon & 7:00 p.m. (Epiphany Sackett Hall)
March 31
Easter Vigil - 7:00 p.m. (CTK)
April 1
EASTER SUNDAY
8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. (CTK)

Tuesday Morning Eucharist
During the season of Lent, Father Nathaniel will hold a brief service of Holy
Communion every Tuesday morning at 9:00 a.m. in Epiphany’s chapel. The
service will be spoken and include times of silence as we celebrate God’s gift
of communion during our Lenten journey.
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SOCIAL MINISTRY
LENTEN PROJECT - PERSONAL CARE KITS
Each Lent, we partner with one or both of our Lutheran/Episcopal World Relief organizations on
a project for global good, offering us an opportunity to make an impact in the lives of poor and
struggling families around the world. As we walk through the season of Lent together, we ask you
to share the Hope of Christ through - Project Promise Personal Care Kits. These kits are shared
with people who have lost everything from a natural disaster or life-threatening violence. Please
help us share hope and love by donating these basic necessities.
Personal Care Kits include:
•
1 light-weight bath-size towel (20”x40”- 52”x27”), dark color recommended.
Light-medium weight towels are easier for Kit recipients to hand wash & air dry and take up less
storage space.
•
2-3 bath-size bars of soap, original wrapping
•
1 adult-size toothbrush, original packaging – Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by
sealing individual toothbrushes in business-size envelopes; no plastic bags/wrap please.
•
1 sturdy comb, remove packaging
•
1 metal nail clippers, remove packaging
Please place donated items in the large box, labeled “Care Kits” just outside the sanctuary at CTK.
If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, please place your check or cash in an envelope,
clearly marked “care kits”. It can be placed in the offering plate or mailed to Christ the King. Your
support is greatly appreciated!
We will be putting the kits together and getting them ready to mail with the help of our Sunday
School families on Sunday, March 18 following the 10:00 am worship service. Please join us!

Your support is greatly appreciated!

EASTER DINNERS
Christ the King and Church of the Epiphany are collecting food items for Easter dinners for the needy. Donations will benefit The Community Survival Center. Grocery bags with attached shopping lists will be distributed,
beginning March 4. Please help fill the bags with as many items as you are able, and return them to the church
on Sunday, March 18. Please note that this is one week prior to Palm Sunday.
Envelopes for monetary donations toward the purchase of hams to complete the meals will be inserted in Sunday’s bulletin beginning March 4. If donating by check, please make it payable to Christ the King. (Memo: Local
Hunger/Easter Hams) Thank you!

QUILTING MINISTRY

KNITTING & CROCHETING MINISTRY

Our next quilting meeting will be on
Wednesday, March 21 at 9:00 a.m.,
Christ the King.

The Ecumenical Crocheting and Knitting Ministry will meet at Saturday, March 3, at 9:00 a.m. at
Epiphany Church. We will be working on chemo
hats etc. All newcomers are welcome.
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PARISH BREAKFAST
February 25, 2018

Inga’s first birthday party was also held at Christ the King in February.
She enjoyed playing with friends and eating cake!
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PEOPLE OF OUR PARISH
Ben & Olivia
Name and birthday: Benjamin Mabrey, October 27th
Jobs: Minister of Music, Music Director for WUP, Belchertown
Public Schools
Children: Olivia is my stepdaughter
Education: Elizabethtown College and Westfield State University (Majored in Music Therapy, Music Education, and General
Education with focus on Special Ed.)
General interests: The beach, travel, museums, wine, spending
time with friends and family, cooking/entertaining.
Book you’d recommend to a friend: My Life So Far (autobiography of Jane Fonda)
Favorite music: Enjoy most genres of music. I especially love
Jazz and Classical. I introduced Olivia to her favorite group,
The Spice Girls.
Favorite movie: Anything from Hitchcock. I love movies with
Audrey Hepburn, Maureen O'Hara, Judy Garland, Barbara
Streisand, Nicole Kidman, and Gwyneth Paltrow.
Favorite television show: Beverly Hills 90210 and the original
Dynasty with Joan Collins.
Five things that make your life better: Family, friends, prayer, music, art.
A little-known fact about you: Flying back and forth between San Francisco and Pensacola every several days,
I took a break from music. I worked as a department manager for an international biochemical company. This
was one of my biggest adventures in life.
What does your ideal day or weekend look like? Preparing and hosting a dinner party with my closest friends enjoying food and wine with great music.
Best advice you ever got: Just have faith. Things will work themselves out.
One thing you would change about yourself: Accept help when I need it AND also standing up for myself in
the future.
Whom do you most admire currently? I admire my friends and family - including my family in Christ at CTK,
COE, and WUC. The support has been unbelievable.
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What religion were you raised in, if any? UCC (Confirmed at Wilbraham United Church)
What does being Lutheran or Episcopalian mean to you? I associate myself as a Congregationalist with admiration and tender feelings towards the Episcopal traditions with an increasing interest and love for Lutheran
ideals.
What means most to you about our particular church(es)? The generosity, smiles and hugs, the theater (WUC).
Words you try to live by: Be strong and be yourself.

Name: Olivia Dorgan-Gordon

***

School: Wilbraham Learning Center (Pre-K)
Favorite activities: Olivia likes to draw, sing, dance and play soccer
Friends/Siblings? Olivia has a bunch of close friends, including Jazmyn, Angel, Catherine, Savannah, Maddie,
Illianna, Aruna, Shane, Nathan, Hunter, Evan, and Adrian
Pets: Mama Cat and Geraldo
Interests: Reading, drawing, painting, singing, dancing, soccer, martial arts, basketball
Book(s) you’d recommend to a friend: A Wrinkle Time, Frozen
Favorite music: The Spice Girls, Frozen Soundtrack
Favorite movie: Frozen
Favorite TV show: Sofia the First
Five things you love: Family, pets, friends, home, activities
A little-known fact about you: Left handed
What is your best day? Dinner, paint time, bath then story
time
Best things you’ve learned: Use your please and thank you’s.
How to say sorry.
Whom do you admire? Papa and Daddy
What is fun for you at church? Vacation Bible Camp at WUC
Words you try to live by: Thanks, sincerity, humility and happiness
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10
6:30-8

Hosanna Processional

Crown Him With Many
Crowns & Alleluia He..

Easter

1

Rehearsal

Palm Sunday

28

27

25

26

6:30-8

Out of the Depths

Rehearsal

21

20

18

19

6:30-8

Rehearsal

14

Into the Woods My
Master Went

13

Rehearsal

8

1

THURSDAY

Night of Tears, Night
of Grace

Maundy Thursday

29

22

15

12

7

WEDNESDAY

11

6

TUESDAY

6:30-8

5

MONDAY

Angels Unware

4

SUNDAY

Awake, Alone In Dark
Gethsemane

Good Friday

30

23

16

9

2

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

All Things New

Easter Vigil

31

24

17

10

3

Choir Schedule - March 2018
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The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
20 Highland Avenue
Wilbraham, MA 01095
Christ The King Lutheran Church
758 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095

