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FROM PASTOR NATHANIEL

Dear People of CTK-Epiphany,

I am grateful to pastor two congregations that are both musi-

cal and committed to delving deeper into their understanding
of the Christian faith. As such, Ben and I are able to escape
what is often a trying period for pastors and music ministers: the battle over Advent hymns! In some congregations
there is a rush to break out the Christmas hymns as soon
as December hits. After all, we’ve been hearing Christmas
carols and seeing decorations in department stores since before Halloween! Why wouldn’t we
start the celebration early in church
as well? The answer, of course, is
that we have an entire church season to journey together - the season
of Advent.
The season of Advent is about
waiting and watching—waiting for
Jesus’ arrival at Christmas, and also
watching for Christ’s coming again
at the last day. Advent hymns tend
to be a little spooky - sometimes
with minor chords, they speak of
Jesus coming to bring about the
Kingdom of God in all its fullness—that refrain we speak weekly in the liturgy, “Christ has died,

Christ is risen, Christ will come again.” During these days of
Advent we wait and we watch—we pray that Christ would
enter our hearts in our Christmas celebration. We urgently
plead that Christ would come to earth to save us from the sin
and suffering that seems to surround us.
Nobody likes waiting. Particularly in our world today, we
want instant gratification. It isn’t enough to be promised and
assured of something—we want it now! But Advent helps us
realize that God’s time is not our time. We know the end of
the story—in the meantime we must wait and also work to
bring about God’s promised reign of justice and peace.
During Advent we will gather on Sunday for our regularly
scheduled worship, along with a special Ecumenical Sunday,
December 4th with Wilbraham United Church. (See page 3
for details.) We will also gather on Wednesdays during Advent at CTK for a simple service of Evening Prayer. These
services, marked by times of silence, candle light, and incense, invite us to slow down and pause during this busy
season to prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of
Christ.
I am looking forward to journeying with you during this
season of waiting and watching. May our prayer this season, and the living of our lives raise to God the same prayer:
“Amen, Come Lord Jesus!”

PREPARE THE WAY!

JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Our preparation for the coming of Christ
begins Sunday, November 27. Join us for worship
as we prepare the way for our Savior’s coming—
at Christmas, and at the last day.

Sunday, January 1
ONE 10:00 a.m. service at CTK

Wednesday, November 30
6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer at CTK

Sunday, January 15
8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. at CTK

Sunday, January 8—Bishop’s Visitation
ONE 10:00 a.m. service at Epiphany

Sunday, January 22
8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. at CTK
10:00 a.m. Sunday School

Sunday, December 4
2nd Sunday of Advent
10:00 a.m. Ecumencial Service at WUC
(See p. 3)

Sunday, January 29
8:30 a.m. and 10;00 a.m. at CTK
10:00 a.m. Sunday School

Wednesday, December 7
6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer at CTK

Bishop Fisher’s Biennial Visit

Sunday, December 11
3rd Sunday of Advent
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. Worship at CTK

Our Episcopal Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Douglas Fisher, will make
his biennial Visitation to Epiphany on Sunday, January 8,
2017. Bishop Fisher will preach and preside at a 10:00 a.m.
worship service that day at Epiphany.
If you are interested in being received into the Episcopal
Church, or Confirmed, this is your opportunity! We will also
be celebrating Holy Baptism that day. If you are interested
in Baptism, Confirmation or Reception, please speak with
Father Nathaniel soon.

Wednesday, December 14
6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer at CTK
Sunday, December 18
4th Sunday of Advent
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. Worship at CTK

BIBLE STUDY
Every Thursday at Noon

Wednesday, December 21
6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer at CTK
Saturday, December 24
6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve at Epiphany

“I am about to do a new thing.”

Sunday, December 25
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day at CTK
During Advent, our 8:30 a.m. service will feature three
hymns but otherwise be a spoken service using Rite I
of the Book of Common Prayer, as well as the Lutheran Service Book and Hymnal (the old red book). This
service will feature times of silence and older language
(“thee’s,” and “thou’s”). Our 10:00 a.m. service will
feature more singing and the choir. It will have a blended Lutheran-Episcopal liturgy.Our Wednesday Evening
Prayer services will be times of quiet reflection. As the
days grow short, we will light candles, listen to Scripture, and thoughtfully await Christ’s coming.
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The word “new” appears in the bible 123 times. Maybe that
sounds like a little —or, maybe, a lot, for the “old” book. And
yet the concept of the “new thing” God is doing continues to
challenge and inspire us in our lives, in our churches, and in our
world. Come join us on Thursdays, as we study the new thing
God is doing in our midst.
Our readings ....
Dec. 1 		
New Wine Skins; New Fabric;
		New Self
		Matthew 9:14-17;
		Ephesians 4:17-5:2
Dec. 8 		
New Commandment
		John 13:31-35
Dec. 15
New Heaven and New Earth			

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 4, 2016
Joint Worship with Wilbraham United Church
On Sunday, December 4 we will celebrate the Second Sunday of Advent with our sisters and
brothers from Wilbraham United Church. There will be one service that day, at 10:00 a.m. at
United Church.
This past summer we held a joint worship service with United Church as we prayed for the
victims of the Orlando nightclub shooting. This time we are coming together to simply celebrate
our Christian Unity. Our guest preacher that morning will be The Reverend Laura Everett.

Pastor Everett serves as the Executive Director of the Massachusetts Council of Churches, the
state ecumenical network of 17 Orthodox and Protestant denominations, congregations and
individual Christians working together for a vibrant, hopeful witness of our oneness in Christ in
our local churches, on Beacon Hill and with our neighbors of other faiths. A graduate of Brown
University, Pastor Everett received her Master of Divinity from Harvard Divinity School.
A pastor in the United Church of Christ, Laura blogs about denominational identity, Christian
unity (and disunity), and social media at www.RevEverett.com and on Twitter at @RevEverett.
Connect to the ministry of the Massachusetts Council of Churches at www.facebook.com/Masscouncilofchurches. Committed to building relationships with churches across the Commonwealth, The Rev. Everett is aiming to guest preach and teach in every county in Massachusetts
this year.
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On the Road to
the Diaconate…
I am often asked by those

Pat O’Connell

who know that I am training to be ordained as a deacon, “What is a deacon?”
It is a question that I have
been asking myself, even
as I discern whether I am

called to be a deacon.
The website EpiscopalChurch.org states that deacons
are members of one of three distinct orders of ordained
ministry (with bishops and presbyters). In the Episcopal Church a deacon exercises “a special ministry
of servanthood” directly under the deacon’s bishop,
serving all people and especially those in need (BCP,
p. 543). In the ancient Greek-speaking world the term
diakonos meant an intermediary who acted or spoke for
a superior. Christian deacons were agents of the bishop,
often with oversight of charity. The liturgical functions
of deacons are proclaiming the gospel, leading intercessions, waiting at the Eucharistic table, and directing the order of the assembly. Deacons act as sacred
messengers, agents, and attendants. The revival of the
order of deacons in the twentieth century emphasized
social care and service. Many bishops in the Episcopal
Church, as is the case in our diocese, expect their deacons to promote care of the needy outside the church.
As definitions go, I find this one by the Episcopal
Church to be weighty and unsatisfactory to really communicate what I believe about the diaconate in the twenty-first century. It is weighty because it doesn’t easily
flow off the tongue and provide a simple answer. It is
unsatisfactory because it requires additional explanations to fully impart who a deacon is in the church and
the world. When questioned about what it means to be
a deacon by a ten-year-old girl at Atonement on a recent
Sunday morning, I found myself stymied to give her an
answer. I blurted out the talking points addressed in the
definition above and watched as this young enthusiast
quickly lost interest. By the time I recovered and began to speak in words that would be understandable to
her, I had already lost her attention and rightfully so. I
left church that day committed to developing a working
definition to the question, “What is a deacon?”
A deacon is someone who is called by God to be
God’s voice in the church. A deacon is an advocate

for God’s mercy, hope and compassion in the world,
particularly in the community where the deacon lives
and works.
Deacons are first of all called to be one with God.
Their prayer life animates all that they are and all that
they do. Deacons bring the world to that prayer life,
to their relationship with God, and God’s abiding love
sends them forth.
How I intend to be in relationship with God, with others, and with the world as a deacon in the twenty-first
century is one person at a time, one moment at a time.
My job is to love as God has loved me—to break the
chains of hate and despair and replace them with the
fluidity of grace and to love one person at a time—one
good thought after another—one prayer, one blessing
united with all other good thoughts and prayers. Prayer
unites us and makes us whole.
My relationship with God transcends and transforms
my raw emotion into acts of love through the services
I ultimately am able to provide for others. One cannot
feel the love of God and not act accordingly. This is
what it means for me to be a deacon. I will perform
duties within church services. I will proclaim the gospel, lead intercessions, wait at the Eucharistic table, and
direct the order of the assembly. More importantly, I
will interpret the needs of the communities within our
diocese to the bishop and advocate for the church to
meet those needs, needs that lie within and outside the
church.
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HAPPY NEWS FROM CAROL BARNES
All treatment for my breast cancer is now complete and I am
feeling fine. I want to thank you all for lifting me up with prayers,
thoughts, visits, cards, calls, love and all those hugs throughout
this time. Talk about the grace of God being poured out through
you, His saints at CTK-Epiphany – it takes my breath away.
Never have I felt so supported by so many people. We each
have a journey of some kind and I just pray that all the love you
gave to me be returned to you a thousand fold. Trust me…
makes you feel simply wonderful!

it

FALL CLEANUP AT EPIPHANY
Thank you to those who helped clear the leaves & pine
needles surrounding Epiphany. We started ankle deep in
leaves. But thanks to several very powerful leaf blowers and
volunteers, we cleared the grounds surrounding the entire
building, the upper & lower parking lots, and the driveway.
We did this in 2 1/2 hours, in beautiful weather. We were
energized by delicious homemade muffins, contributed by
Kristen Pessolano...thank you!
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Dueling leaf blowers

Pictured are Ken Wagner, Len Surdyka, John Goetcheus, Tom Ziobro, & Steve Lewis.
Absent from the picture are Ginnie & Rob Kasten, John Zeleck & Ginny Ziobro.
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Holiday Concert at Christ the King
Saturday, December 3rd
2:30 p.m.
Merrily Caroling with Carolyn and Friends!

This holiday concert features Christmas songs for all ages.
Please join Carolyn Averill, Benjamin Kaine Mabrey, and more for a holiday
concert full of old favorites and new to celebrate the Holiday season.
Admission is free and seasonal treats will follow.
We will collect canned/non-perishable food items to donate to a nearby food pantry.   
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Letters & Cards Honoring CTK’s 50th Anniversary

continues on next page
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continues on next page
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PEOPLE OF OUR PARISH
Full Name: David Brady Ortendahl
Date and Place of Birth: June 6, Dunkirk, NY
Children: Joshua (6), Drew (3), Liam (3)
Education: Fine & Performing Arts (Arts Management) @ Mass. College
of Liberal Arts (MCLA— previously North Adams State College); Masters in
Business Administration from Suffolk University
Job: Director, Corporate Relations at Worcester Polytechnic Institute’s Career Development Center. Short version: my job is to help students get jobs!
General Interests: Being outdoors, video games, a nice cup of coffee, and
also finding quiet time to reflect, refresh, and seek God’s voice.
Pets: See “Children”—they turn into animals on suggestion!
Five things that make my life better:
1. Well, let’s be honest—I’m glad to have life, so thanks be to God! He gets the top slot.
2. Melissa. She’s the best.
3. My kids. I love snuggles.
4. My mother-in-law, Lauri. Her love, support, and kindness know no bounds.
5. My job. I love seeing students succeed.
Life–changing experiences: Being a parent. There are so many lessons and realizations associated with having kids that I have
learned. Learning how others act, learning how they act and how to manage it, and then, of course, how I act with others. Finding
a balance between personal life, professional life, being a spouse, being a friend, and of service to others can be challenging. Yet having the support of family and friends is at the core.
What does your ideal day look like? Getting to sleep in—with nowhere to be!
Best advice I ever got: I received many pieces of advice from my late Uncle Noel, affectionately known to me and my sister as “Unkie.” He passed all too soon just over a year ago, and he taught me the useful tool of silence with a head-tilt and an inquiring look.
One thing I would change about myself: Reducing the volume on my sweet-tooth. Especially after Thanksgiving! Oh my...
People who knew you in high school thought you were ... a nice guy that walked the line of socially-awkward-music-nerd and yet was
friendly to all. Also, usually in a McDonald’s uniform going to work in a ‘91 Silver Toyota T100 pick-up truck.
What religion you were raised in, if any? I didn’t grow up going to church at all. One parent is a non-believer, the other was (at the
time) recovering from poor experiences at a church. It wasn’t until late middle school when my Grandfather sent me to a Christian
summer camp that I found out more. It wasn’t until High School youth-group when I accepted Jesus as my savior. Freshman year of
college was 9/11. It was a time for that budding faith to bring people together in a time of sorrow and grief. It gave a small group of
us initiative to start an InterVarsity Christian Fellowship chapter at MCLA that year. Now, 15 years later, they’re still plugged into
InterVarsity and serving the community. Have been trying to serve others in God’s name ever since.
What does being Lutheran mean to you? For me, I see myself as Christian and being Lutheran is a part of that fabric of being a
believer in Jesus. I’ve helped/served in churches including non-denominational and baptist churches. For me, those ministries
provided me guidance and support in my early faith-formation years and were the best communities for me at the time because of the
youth ministries. Moving to Wilbraham, finding CTK, and learning the Lutheran faith and doctrine has been a wonderful experi-
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continues on next page

ence. I love the liturgy, the hymns, and the tradition of the denomination. Admittedly, I miss the praise-and-worship a little bit. Most
importantly, the communities of faith at Christ the King and Epiphany truly care about God and service to others, and the congregations do so with warmth and grace. I love the theological discussions and energy around new possibilities, and find it curiously
compatible with the more reserved demeanor of the church as well.
Words I try to live by: I try to leave each place a little better than how I found it.

SOCIAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR FOSTER KIDS
Each year, CTK “adopts” teenage foster kids for
Christmas, providing gifts for them. We receive
the names and Christmas wish lists through
MaryAnne’s kids, raise money to purchase the
gifts and then go out and shop for them.

If you would like to help support this cause,
youth will have a table set up at the tree trim on
Sunday, December 4th receiving donations. If you
donate at least $10, you will receive a beautiful
cross ornament made from the old parquet wood
floors that used to grace Christ the King’s sanctuary. If you are not able to be at the tree trim on
the 4th, but would still like to help us provide gifts
for foster kids (and/or receive a cross ornament),
please contact Linda Van Beaver at Lvanbeaver@
charter.net. Thank you for your support!
WINTER WEAR FOR THOSE IN NEED

Beginning on Sunday, December 11th and continuing through Epiphany in January, Social Ministry asks for your help in decorating our mitten
tree. Social Ministry will be placing a Christmas
tree in our Fellowship Hall. We will be decorating the tree with hats, scarves and mittens that
will be donated to children in need in the poorest
schools in Springfield. We are hoping people
will bring as many of these items as they can and
place them on the tree throughout the holiday
season as a way to celebrate Christ’s birth, by
sharing God’s love with others.

Were you involved with the Circle of Faith Habitat Build?
Would you just like to see what results from people coming
together to help build a house? (Hint: a real home!)
Since the actual invitation is a little blurry,
here are the details:
Sunday, December 4
2:00-3:00 p.m.
479 Allen Street
Springfield

*Please save any gently used children’s and youth
coats. We’ll be doing a coat drive in January.
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Contact Information
The Rev. Nathaniel S. Anderson
Priest-in-Charge, Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
fathernathaniel@epiphanyma.org
Pastor, Christ the King Lutheran Church
pastor@ctkwilbraham.org
Pastor/Father’s Office Hours
Monday - 9:00 a.m. to 12.:00 p.m. at CTK
Wednesday - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at The Village Store,
Main Street, Wilbraham Phone: 413-366-1252
(Please call ahead, as there may be
scheduled events or pastoral emergencies.)
Christ the King Officers
Council President – Kevin Hinkamper
		
akhink@yahoo.com
Council Vice President – Kelly Nygren
Kelly.nygren@LEGO.com
Treasurer – Peter Van Beaver
PVanBeaver@massmutual.com
Financial Secretary – Melissa Springer
melissaspringer@charter.net
Other Council Members:

The Community Survival Center
December Donations

Pastor Nathaniel Anderson: pastor@ctkwilbraham.org
Chris Caster: ChristineCaster@charter.net
Judy Zane- Zelek: jzelek@cs.com
David Ortendahl: daveortendahl@gmail.com
Chris Raymond: chraymond@charter.net

Once again many thanks for supporting the
needs of the Community Survival Center.
Yourcontinued donations of canned goods
are very much appreciated. The Center has
requested the following items during the
month of December:

Church of the Epiphany
Senior Warden - Judith J. Phillips
attyphillips@gmail.com
Junior Warden - Ginny Ziobro
ginzio20@gmail.com>
Treasurer - Donna Fountain
DLFountain2@gmail.com
Safe Church Coordinator -Judith J. Phillips
attyphillips@gmail.com
Parish Nurse - Marianne Wagner
reewagner@charter.net
Pledge Treasurer - Linda Fitzgerald
lindajerryfitz@verizon.net

Chunky Soups
Cereal
Canned Meat

Please look for sales on these items and
other canned goods.
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CTK-Epiphany continues to hold joint youth events with WUC - see below!
Christian
Education

December
2016
Sun

Wilbraham United Church
Please pay attention to our dates this month. We hope
you can join us each Sunday as special events have been
planned.

Mon

Tue

4

5

6

11J

12

13

19

Rev. Laura
Everett; joint
service with
CTK/Epiphany; special
Church School
with Paul and
Dan

Church
School

18

1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

7

8

9

10
Holly
Fair!

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

24

26

27

28

29

30

31

School

Vacation

Is

This

Week! J

YF at Bright
Nights
5:00-8:00
p.m.

Pageant
Sunday

Wed

Education
Commission
6:00pm

Family Night
Caroling and
Dinner 4:007:00 p.m.

25

Christmas

13

11

14

18

7 p m - AA - Building
Rental@Epiphany

1 1 a m - Co ffe e Ho ur

1 0 a m - Christmas Day - CTK

7 p m - AA - Building
Rental@Epiphany
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1 1 : 3 0 a m - Choir & Bell
Rehearsal
4 p m - Caroling - WUC @ WUC

1 1 a m - Co ffe e Ho ur

1 0 a m - Worship at CTK

8 : 3 0 a m - Worship at CTK

1 1 a m - Forum: Church
Partnership @ Christ
t h e1 1K:i3n0ga m - Choir & Bells
Rehearsal
5 p m - Bright Lights - WUC @
WUC
7 p m - AA - Building
Rental@Epiphany

1 1 a m - Co ffe e Ho ur

1 0 a m - Worship at CTK

8 : 3 0 a m - Worship at CTK

7 p m - AA - Building
Rental@Epiphany

5 p m - Tree Trim/Potluck (CTK)

2 p m - Habitat Blessing

1 0 a m - WUC w/Laura Everett

7 p m - AA - Building
Rental@Epiphany

7 p m - Community Chorus

7 p m - Community Chorus

7 p m - Community Chorus

7 p m - Community Chorus

5

26

19

12

4 p m - Loaves & Fishes Dinner

6

27

20

13

7

21

14

28

6 : 3 0 p m - Council/Vestry (CTK)
@ CTK

6 p m - Evening Prayer (CTK)

6 p m - Evening Prayer (CTK)

9 a m - Quilting

6 p m - Evening Prayer (CTK)

6 p m - Evening Prayer (CTK)

30

1

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal at
CTK

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal @
CTK

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal @
CTK

1 2 p m - Bible Study at CTK

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal @
CTK

1 2 p m - Bible Study at CTK

29

22

15

8

8 a m - Loaves & Fishes - Lunch

Thu

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal @
CTK

1 0 a m - Women's Chorus

29

Wed

1 2 p m - Bible Study at CTK

7 p m - Community Chorus

28

Tue

1 1 a m - Parish Breakfast

4

27

Mon

1 0 a m - Worship at Epiphany

9 a m - Adult Forum

Sun

Christ the King-Epiphany Church
Fri

30

23

16

9

2

3

7 p m - AA-Building
Rental@Epiphany

5 : 3 0 p m - Christmas Eve Epiphany @ Worship at
Epiphany

7 p m - AA-Building
Rental@Epiphany

7 p m - AA-Building
Rental@Epiphany

7 p m - AA-Building
Rental@Epiphany

31

24

17

10

9 a m - Knitting & Crocheting Ecumenical Ministry @
EPIPHANY
2 : 3 0 p m - Concert (CTK)

Sat

Dec 2016 (Eastern Time)

December 2016 Calendar - please check online at ctkepiphany.org for details and updates.
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1

15
4 p m - Loaves & Fishes Dinner

31

24

9 a m - Quilting

1

25

18

11

4

7 p m - AA - Building
Rental@Epiphany

5

2

26

19

12

8 a m - Loaves & Fishes - Lunch

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal @
CTK

1 2 p m - Bible Study at CTK

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal @
CTK

1 2 p m - Bible Study at CTK

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal @
CTK

1 2 p m - Bible Study at CTK

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal @
CTK

1 2 p m - Bible Study at CTK

8 a m - Loaves & Fishes - Lunch

Thu

6 : 3 0 p m - Choir Rehearsal @
CTK

30

23

17

10

3

Wed

1 2 p m - Bible Study at CTK

7 p m - Men's Glee Club

7 p m - Men's Glee Club

16

9

2

Tue

1 1 a m - Co ff ee Ho ur

29

22

7 p m - Men's Glee Club

7 p m - Men's Glee Club

Mon

1 0 a m - Worship at CTK

8 : 3 0 a m - Worship at CTK

7 p m - AA - Building
Rental@Epiphany

1 1 a m - Co ff ee Ho ur

1 0 a m - Worship at CTK

8 : 3 0 a m - Worship at CTK

7 p m - AA - Building
Rental@Epiphany

1 1 a m - Co ff ee Ho ur

1 0 a m - Worship at CTK

8 : 3 0 a m - Worship at CTK

15

1 1 : 3 0 a m - Vestry/Council Meet
w/Bishop
7 p m - AA - Building
Rental@Epiphany

1 0 a m - Bishop Fisher - Worship
at Epiphany
1 1 a m - Parish Breakfast

7 p m - AA - Building
Rental@Epiphany

1 1 a m - Co ff ee Ho ur

1 0 a m - Holy Name - CTK

Sun

Christ the King-Epiphany Church
Fri

3

27

20

13

6

7

4

28

21

14

9 a m - Knitting & Crocheting Ecumenical Ministry @
EPIPHANY
7 p m - AA-Building
Rental@Epiphany

7 p m - AA-Building
Rental@Epiphany

7 p m - AA-Building
Rental@Epiphany

7 p m - AA-Building
Rental@Epiphany

9 a m - Knitting & Crocheting Ecumenical Ministry @
EPIPHANY
7 p m - AA-Building
Rental@Epiphany

Sat

Jan 2017 (Eastern Time)

January 2017 Calendar—please check online at ctkepiphany.org for details and updates.

The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
20 Highland Avenue
Wilbraham, MA 01095
Christ The King
Lutheran Church
758 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095

