May 2013

“PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS TO ALL"
FROM THE PASTOR
This Spring has really hit me and Carolyn. Last year didn’t
count – we hardly had a winter. But this year, we’ve finally
experienced the wonder of four seasons again. In South Carolina, it was hot and hotter, but here in New England, we’ve
journeyed through these four seasons quite aware of the
change and the affect it has on us.

dalous 100 percent. Pretending death can be
indefinitely evaded with hot yoga or a glutenfree diet or antioxidants or just by refusing to
look is craven denial.

During this Easter season, we celebrate again and again the
promise that our Lord Jesus, through the cross and empty
tomb, has once and for all defeated the power of sin and death
- that though we die, that death is not final, that we will be
raised to new life and life forever in the Kingdom. But the fact
After a summer of intense work on our house, suddenly, when
remains – death, despite the promise that it does not have the
the cold came, we lost our energy. We would come home in
last word, is an ugly and painful thing. Kreider’s
the evening, and it was already dark, and we never
article, and its intimidating title, caught many off
got to installing the hardware on our kitchen cabiguard when it appeared in the Times. We know
nets or finishing the pantry. We were just zapped.
that through the cross we will be brought from
But these last weeks, with the warmer weather,
death to life; we’d just rather not focus on the
and the Red Sox on the radio, and the sunny early
death part.
evenings, we’re back at it. Getting the garden
ready, tackling some new projects – the new life of
But when we enter the winters of our lives, when
spring has given us new energy.
we face the darkness and cannot easily fake the
happiness we’d like to portray, the Gospel message
The Church has often employed imagery of winter
is: that’s O.K. Our struggles, our defeats, our misand spring, just as Scripture has used darkness and light, to
takes, and ultimately our failing health is not the last word in
speak of the new life we have in Christ. During this Easter
our lives. The last word in our lives is resurrection – new life,
season, eggs and butterflies and beautiful lilies help us visualtoday and at the last day. We don’t have to run away from the
ize new life where there seemed only to be death.
darkness. Because of our Lord Jesus, we can face the darkness
knowing that it is no match for God’s glorious light.
We get the Easter message, but sometimes we try to bypass
the winter, try to ignore the darkness and head straight toward
the light. An article this past winter in the New York Times
highlighted our aversion to death and our efforts to ignore it at
all costs. In his article “You are going to die,” Tim Kreider
writes,
We don’t have a choice. You are older at this
moment than you’ve ever been before, and
it’s the youngest you’re ever going to get.
The mortality rate is holding at a scan-

During these first glorious days of spring, as we move toward
the coming summer, we know that God, too, brings light and
warmth into our cold and weary world. During the winter we
faced the cold; we shoveled the snow; we did what we needed
to do to get through. But today, we celebrate new life, and
remember that God is with us through it all.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Nathaniel

We strive to be a congregation so empowered by the Gospel message and our unity in Christ
that we work together to minister to those in need and proclaim the Good News to all.

Christ the King Council officers are:
President - Kevin Hinkamaper, Vice-President - Catherine Olson
Treasurer - Peter Van Beaver, Financial Secretary - Melissa Springer
Other Council members:
Tom Henry, Martha Mensing, and Jessica Henry (youth representative)

BIG GIVE

WORSHIP AND MUSIC NEWS

We are gearing up to hold our 3rd Annual “Big Give”
this May, where we invite the congregation to take
part in determining how we will be allocating our mission dollars. Once again this year, we will be supporting The Community Survival Center, Lutheran Social
Services, and Lutheran World Relief.

On Sunday, May 19th, at 4:00 p.m., the Joy of Music
Concert Series presents virtuoso violinist Yu-Hao
Chang. Yu-Hao will be playing beautiful classical
music with pianist Lee Hagon, as well as Taiwanese
folk songs and exciting improvisations. Suggested
donation is $10, and refreshments will be served following the performance.

This year's Big Give is Sunday, May 12th. Everyone
in the congregation, children included, will be given
four CTK mission dollars. During the service, people COMING TO ADULT FORUM IN
will have the opportunity to give their CTK dollars
away, placing them into offering plates marked: Sur- MAY: CONSIDERING 'MAD MEN'
vival Center, Lutheran Social Services, and Lutheran
The television series 'Mad Men', a
World Relief. Through this literal act of giving, the
congregation will choose what proportion of the desig- popular period piece about a Madison Avenue advertising firm in the
nated money will go to each organization.
1960's, has received wide acclaim.
Much in our world and the Church changed in the
60's; changes we still discuss and see the results of
today. Join us as we watch a clip from the show and
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
discuss race, morality, gender roles, religious institutions, and other topics, and how they relate to our
Confirmation . . .
faith.
On Sunday, May 19, two young women in our congregation will be confirmed at the 10:00 a.m. service:
LOAVES AND FISHES
Taylor DiGiorgio and Sarah Dybas . The confirmands, as well the entire confirmation class, will be
specially involved in the morning’s worship. Follow- Thank you to all who have volunteered to shop or
ing the service, everyone is invited to a brief reception cook for the meal sent the first Wednesday every
for the confirmands, including cake and beverages.
month to Loaves and Fishes in Springfield.
Please join us as we welcome these young people into Shopper May Date: Barbara Fisher
adult membership at Christ the King.
April 30th Cooks: Melissa Springer/Linda Van Beaver
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BISHOP’S VISIT
The Bishop is coming for dinner!
Please join us for a potluck supper here at Christ the
King on Thursday, May 30th, at 6:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m. at McLadden’s Irish Publick House, 546
Main Street, Hampden. Childcare is available at CTK.
Drop your children off starting at 3:15 p.m.

SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS

Bishop Jim Hazelwood, recently elected Bishop of the LWR Personal Care Kits . . .
New England Synod, will join us for a time of fellowThis Lenten Season, Christ the King walked with peoship and conversation.
ple around the world afflicted by war, displacement
Please sign up to attend and indicate the dish you wish and poverty by collecting and assembling 40 personal
care kits. We reached our goal! Thank you to all who
to bring on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall.
participated so generously.
Easter Dinners . . .

FAITH ON TAP
Faith on Tap is a
monthly gathering of
Christians, seekers
and everyone in between. We share a
couple pints and a lot
of laughs as we explore our faith and what it means to be a Christian in
the 21st century. Everyone 21+ is welcome! Join us
for our next event: Sunday, June 9, from 3:30 to

Many thanks to all who contributed to the Easter dinner food drive for The Community Survival Center
located in Indian Orchard. Approximately 20 bags of
groceries were delivered to the Center the week before
Easter.
Calling All Quilters . . .
The next quilting session will be held on Wednesday,
May 15, at 9:00 a.m. No sewing experience is necessary.
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It's Time To Order Memorial Day Flowers
Planting of flowers, etc. on the church grounds will occur during the summer. If you
would like to contribute, please place this form with your donation in the offering plate
or in the church office by Sunday, May 19. Thank you.
Name___________________________________________________

Would like to donate $_______ to purchase plants and flowers.

In Memory of ____________________________________________

TO THE RESCUE

Matt and Melissa O’Grady, along
with their two children, have been
living with
Melissa’s
mom since
the tornado.
They are very
thankful that
the volunteers put in
foam insulation and replaced the
exterior clapboards
among other
renovations, which would have
On April 7, volunteers from the
United Methodist Church in Maine taken Matt
months to do.
and New Hampshire arrived at
Christ the King prepared to spend
The United
two weeks living and eating their
Methodist
meals at the church. The church
Church volungroup of approximately 12 members, led by Pastor Roy Richardson, teers included
workers with
was on hand to help a Wilbraham
family rebuild their home after the some profesJune 1, 2011 tornado. The house is sional training,
as well others
located just north of the church
who have
property.
learned along

CTK PEOPLE
Remember in your prayers . . .
In Sympathy . . .
We extend our sympathies to the following families,
who have lost loved ones:
Dave Silva, as he mourns the death of his brother,
Fred Silva. Cards of condolence may be sent to him
at 9 Bradlind Avenue, Wilbraham, MA 01095.

the way. They have gone on several mission trips before, including
to Louisiana after Hurricane
Katrina.
A huge thank you goes out to them
for taking time out of their lives to
help the O’Grady family. And,
their generosity extended to Christ
the King as well. The volunteers
somehow found time to paint the
men’s restroom, and gifted CTK
with a spruce tree, CO2 detectors
for the Sunday School rooms, and
chancel flowers for the altar on
Sunday, April 28, and other gifts of
thanks!

Pastor Nathaniel, upon the passing of his grandmother, Virginia. Sympathy notes may be sent to him
at 19 Echo Valley Drive, Hampden, MA 01036.
The Hinkamper Family, as they mourn the death of
Andrea’s father, Henry Nyman. Notes of condolence may be sent to Kevin and Andrea Hinkamper
and family at 5 Bennett Road, Hampden, MA
01036.
(A complete prayer listing is available through the
Prayer Chain. If you wish to be added, please e-mail
Fran at office@ctkwilbraham.org or call 596-3045.)
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Pastor’s Office Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:
9:00 a.m.—noon
Tuesday: 1:00—5:00 p.m.
By appointment

Please call the church office, as
Pastor Nathaniel from time to time
will have specially scheduled
events or pastoral emergencies.

Pastor Nathaniel’s online tools:
Twitter: www.twitter.com/PastorNanderson
Blog: http://pastornanderson.blogspot.com/
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/PastorNanderson
Fran’s Hours . . . Monday through Thursday - 9:00 a.m. to noon.

CALUMET WALKATHON
May 11, 2013

walking at 10 a.m. Walkers arrive to the beach with
their sneakers laced and supporter pledges in
hand. Some arrive with three supporters -- some with
33! Pledges can range from an amount of money per
mile, to a straight-out gift
for the entire walk.

Calumet is very excited
about the May 11, 2013
Walkathon! For many
Many thanks to St. Paul
years, this event has been
Lutheran Church in
the signature “get-readyGloucester for their tradifor-summer” gathering
tional sponsorship of this
for so many. The 5-mile
big day! Contact Ginger
walk takes walkers of all
Brownell
ages and abilities through
(Ginger@calumet.org)
beautiful Gloucester,
for details, pledge sheets,
Massachusetts. Everyone
directions, and anything
enjoys the sound of roarelse you might need to
ing waves crashing on the
know to help Calumet
beach, conversation with
friends new and old, and a delicious hot dog and ham- with this FUN fundraiser for people of all ages.
burger lunch with chips, cookies, and refreshing
drinks. The whole thing starts with a 9:30 a.m. reg- (This article and photograph were taken from Calumet Lutheran Ministries’ website.)
istration at Good Harbor Beach, and we start

TRAGEDY IN BOSTON

peace. In the name of the risen
Christ we pray, amen.”

NEW ENGLAND
SYNOD ASSEMBLY

The churchwide representative will
be Kathryn Lohre, Director, Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations for the ELCA. Additional information about the assembly can
be found on the constantly updated
synod website: www.nesynod.org.

June 7-9, 2013
MassMutual Center,
Springfield, Mass.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL

(The following was excerpted from
the website of the ELCA.)
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, ELCA presiding
bishop, offered the following prayer:
“Oh God, in Jesus name we renounce the forces of evil and the
disruptive power of violence. With
all those who suffer, we cry out for
mercy and healing, by your spirit
join us together into one community of compassion and courage. Do
not let fear hold us captive. Give us
faith to trust your promise that
nothing in all creation will separate
us from your love in Christ Jesus.
For all who care for the wounded,
we give thanks and pray that you
will give them strength. For all who
mourn, give the comfort of your

The 2013
New England Synod
Assembly, “God’s Word, Our
Voices,” will be held June 7-9,
2013 at the Mass Mutual Center in
Springfield, Mass. Through panel
conversations, work projects, workshops, and café conversations, we
will hear from the many voices
throughout New England how
God’s Word is proclaimed through
our ministry.

Help needed . . .
Ecumenical Vacation Bible School
is scheduled for August 5 – 9, at
the Wilbraham United Church.
Volunteers are needed to steer decor, volunteer recruitment, outdoor
activities, crafts, and pastor/ clergy
outreach. If you would like to help,
please contact Jeanne Westcott,
Christian Education Director at
596-2511.
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Join us at Fountain Park on

Sunday May 5th
from 1:00 to 2:30
for

The Blessing of the BIKES
bicycles
unicycles
motorcycles
mountain
bikes

tricycles
tandems
scooters
racing
bikes

if you call it a bike, join in the fun!
Certificates will be offered for various categories, including:
largest
most decorated helmet
smallest
largest family group
best decorated bike
brightest color
most powerful
most springlike

Please bring a non-perishable food item (to be donated to the Survival
Center) for each bike.
Sponsored by: Christ the King Lutheran Church, Wilbraham; Episcopal Church of
the Epiphany, Wilbraham; and St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, East Longmeadow.

“Quilt Dedication”

6th Sunday of Easter

Day of Pentecost

The Holy Trinity

8:45-9:45 NO Education Hour
10:00 Holy Communion

26

8:45-9:45 Education Hour
10:00 Holy Communion with
Affirmation of Baptism
4:00 Violin Concert

19

Mother’s Day

8:45-9:45 Education Hour
10:00 Holy Communion

“The Big Give”

7th Sunday of Easter

8:45-9:45 Education Hour
10:00 Holy Communion
1:00-2:30 Blessing of the Bikes
Fountain Park

12

5

Sun

Mon

Memorial Day (observed)

27

20

13

6

M AY 2 0 1 3

28

21

14

7

Matthias, Apostle

Tue
Philip and James, Apostles

29

7:00 Parish Choir

22

7:00 Parish Choir

9:00 Quilting

15

7:00 Parish Choir

8

7:00 Parish Choir

Noon Loaves & Fishes

9:00 Quilting

1

Wed

Ascension of Our Lord

6:00 Potluck with
the Bishop

3:00 Daisy Troop

30

23

3:00 Daisy Troop

16

9

National Day of Prayer

6:30 Council

3:00 Daisy Troop

2

Thu

31

24

17

10

3

Visit of Mary to
Elizabeth

Fri

25

18

11

4

Vigil of Pentecost

Sat

ASSISTING MINISTERS/READERS
5/5 Dick Oswald
Bill Leslie-reader
5/12 Don Sienkiewicz
Carolyn Starz-reader
5/19 Catherine Olson
York Mayo-reader
5/26 Kevin Hinkamper Catherine Olson-reader

ACOLYTES

USHERS

(acolyte needed)

GREETERS
5/5 Chris and Martha Mensing
5/12 Alf and Joan Monrad
5/19 Karen Moreau
5/26 Helene Pickett

NURSERY
(We welcome children in worship! If desired, parents and
children are invited to use the nursery, where the service can be
viewed via streaming video.)

ALTAR GUILD
Karen Moreau, Melissa Springer

COFFEE HOST/HOSTESS
5/5 Andrea Hinkamper
5/12 Bob and JoAnn Hopkins
5/19
5/26 Ruth Kruger

COUNTER for May
Mike Fisher

ASSISTANT COUNTER
5/5 Dick Oswald
5/12 Don Sienkiewicz
5/19 Catherine Olson
5/26 Kevin Hinkamper

