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“PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS TO ALL"
FROM THE PASTOR

want to be annoying or repetitive – maybe it’s best just to be
quiet.

Sharing the Good News

Except, fewer and fewer people have heard of God’s love. In
our world, we are much more likely to be told that how much
When Carolyn called me one day last spring to tell me she had money and power we have is what gives us worth. Our society
gotten the job at Longmeadow High School, I literally cried. I tells us that if we don’t measure up and match this definition
was so happy for her. She had had such a tough year at her old of success, that we are failures. The good news that God
school, and I knew her new job would be different. I was also loves us, warts and all, is something everyone wants to hear –
incredibly proud of her. A lot of people applied for this posi- something everyone needs to hear.
tion, and she was the one selected. The following week, I’m
pretty sure I told everyone about Carolyn’s new job and how This year, as a congregation, we are focusing on evangelizacompetitive the selection process was. I didn’t mean to brag; I tion. This means talking with our friends and coworkers, with
didn’t mean to make every conversation end up
our family and even strangers about what God is
about Carolyn; but I just couldn’t help myself.
doing in our lives and about this wonderful commuWhen something wonderful happens, we can’t help
nity we call Christ the King. As a congregation,
but share the good news – we can’t keep it in, we
we’re not undertaking this effort because we feel
have to tell everyone.
better about ourselves when the church is full on
Sunday morning. If that’s the case, we might as well
In this season of Easter, we celebrate the greatest
pack up right now and call it a day. People can smell
news of all, that not even death can stand between
such self-serving “evangelism” a mile away. No,
us and the love of our God. Because Jesus has been
this year we’re placing an emphasis on sharing the
raised from the dead, we are set free from having to
good news and inviting people into this community,
prove ourselves worthy before God and one another, because because when we experience the love of God and the support
Jesus lives, we too will live, today and forever. As the
of a community of faith, we can’t keep it to ourselves. We’re
Church, we’re called to tell people about this amazing thing
sharing the good news because people are thirsting for it.
that has happened – something we call “evangelization” –
“sharing the good news”.
So, this year, take a risk – talk about what God is doing in
your life, invite a friend to church, explain your beliefs and
But even though this good news is the central promise of our your doubts and everything in between. At worst you’ll feel
lives, even though Jesus’ resurrection means that life, not
silly. But you may be surprised by the questions and answers
death has the last word, we don’t often share this good news
that follow. After all, God begins this conversation with all of
with others. Sometimes, like the first witnesses of the resurus before we can even talk. We’re just jumping in, because we
rection, we’re scared. That very word “evangelize” is pretty
can’t keep quiet anymore.
scary – we don’t want to be lumped in with those people on
TV who seem to be talking about Jesus in a very different way
Grace and peace,
than we would. And besides, hasn’t everyone heard the story
Pastor Nathaniel
of how God sent Jesus into the world to save it? We don’t

We strive to be a congregation so empowered by the Gospel message and our unity in Christ
that we work together to minister to those in need and proclaim the Good News to all.

Christ the King Council officers are:
President - Kevin Hinkamaper, Vice-President - Catherine Olson
Treasurer - Peter Van Beaver, Financial Secretary - Melissa Springer
Other Council members:
Tom Henry, Martha Mensing, and Jessica Henry (youth representative)

COMING TO ADULT FORUM IN
MAY: CONSIDERING 'MAD MEN'
The television series 'Mad Men', a popular period
piece about a Madison Avenue advertising firm in the 1960's, has received
wide acclaim. Much in our world and
the Church changed in the 60's;
changes we still discuss and see the results of today.
Join us as we watch a clip from the show and discuss
race, morality, gender roles, religious institutions, and
other topics, and how they relate to our faith.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC NEWS
On Sunday, April 7, at 4:00 p.m., the Joy of Music
Concert Series presents the Re Vera Duo, featuring
soprano, Amanda Kohl, and pianist, Paula BiedmaFierro. They will be performing beautiful vocal repertoire, including classical works, show and Broadway
tunes, as well as Spanish music. A donation of $10 is
suggested, and refreshments will be served.

S.H.O.E.
March has been a busy month for our young people! The month started with a treasure hunt to support
The Community Survival Center in Indian Orchard. S.H.O.E. broke up into two teams. Each team
was given five clues and had to find their way to The
Community Survival Center in Indian Orchard. Many
had heard of the Survival Center, but never been
there. After learning of and seeing the activities that
go on there, each team followed more clues to Big
Y. When they arrived, each team had to interpret five
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parables to earn $100, so they could buy food items
needed at the Survival Center, which were delivered
the next day. And our treasure hunters enjoyed a meal
at Red Robin. A picture of our group is included with
this article.
Special thanks to Mike Fisher and Catherine Olson for
leading our class on March 10th and the 17th. Mike
presented our group with a unique Lenten lesson, asking each of us to think about how others view us, and
how we view ourselves. As Christians, we might often be looked at differently. But we know how God
sees us, and how we see ourselves.
Catherine invited the class to learn more about the actual last supper, that included using the kitchen and
preparing the food. In true seder fashion, she invited
others to join, and we are thankful she shared this lesson with us.
Our final event before Easter was a gathering at the
Leslie's house for a movie night. “Fun, fellowship,
and friends” was the theme, and we had all three of
those!
Kevin Hinkamper

YOUTH NEWS
Faith and Fun Events
with Church of the Epiphany . . .
This year, youth from CTK and Church
of the Epiphany will get together to explore our faith
together. Mark your calendars for this exciting event:
Saturday, May 18th, at CTK. Events will include
times of fun and sharing with other kids, as well as
plenty of crafts! We hope to see you there.
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FAITH ON TAP

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
It’s better to think
of church in the
alehouse than
the alehouse in
church.”
–Martin Luther

Faith on Tap is a monthly gathering of Christians,
seekers and everyone in between. We share a couple
pints and a lot of laughs, as we explore our faith and
what it means to be a Christian in the 21st century.
Everyone 21+ is welcome! Join us for our next
event: Sunday, April 28, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at
McLadden’s Irish Publick House, 546 Main Street,
Hampden. Childcare is available at CTK. Drop your
children off starting at 3:15 p.m.

Help needed . . .
Ecumenical Vacation Bible School is scheduled for
August 5 – 9, at the Wilbraham United Church.
Volunteers are needed to steer decor, volunteer recruitment, outdoor activities, crafts, and pastor/ clergy
outreach. If you would like to help, please contact
Jeanne Westcott, Christian Education Director at
596-2511.

CTK PEOPLE
Congratulations . . .
The following students achieved honor roll status for
Term 2 at Minnechaug Regional High School.

Grade 12 High Honors-Georgea Leslie
Grade 12 Honors-Ethan Springer
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Grade 11 Honors-Hanna Bredvik and Sara Trecker
Calling All Quilters . . .
Grade 10 Honors-Dakota Robinson
Grade 9 High Honors-Jenna Bredvik,
The next quilting session will be on Wednesday,
Hannah Kenny, and Allison Van Beaver
April 17, at 9:00 a.m. Bring your scissors. No previGrade 9 Honors-Sarah Springer
ous experience is necessary. All are welcome to attend, to help with this worthwhile project that affects Congratulations to these fine young people!
people around the world!
Remember in your prayers . . .

LOAVES AND FISHES
Thank you to all who have volunteered to shop or
cook for the meal sent the first Wednesday every
month to Loaves and Fishes in Springfield.
Shopper April Date: Buffy Mayo
April 2nd Cooks: Youth Group
Shopper May Date: Barbara Fisher
April 30th Cooks: Melissa Springer/Linda Van Beaver
Pastor’s Office Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:
9:00 a.m.—noon
Tuesday: 1:00—5:00 p.m.
By appointment

Please call the church office, as
Pastor Nathaniel from time to time
will have specially scheduled
events or pastoral emergencies.

In Sympathy - We extend our condolences to Dave
Silva, as he mourns the death of his brother, Fred
Silva. Cards may be sent to 9 Bradlind Avenue, Wilbraham, MA 01095.
(A complete prayer listing is available through the Prayer
Chain. If you wish to be added, please e-mail Fran at
office@ctkwilbraham.org or call 596-3045.)

CTK PEOPLE Continues . . .
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Pastor Nathaniel’s online tools:
Twitter: www.twitter.com/PastorNanderson
Blog: http://pastornanderson.blogspot.com/
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/PastorNanderson
Fran’s Hours . . . Monday through Thursday - 9:00 a.m. to noon.

CTK PEOPLE Continued . . .
Recipe . . .
Here is the recipe for the salad that Fran Johnson
brought to the recent Fellowship BBQ! Everyone
raved about it!
Asian Salad
2-3 Ramen Noodles - Beef (I use 3 packages)
1 lb. pkg. coleslaw
1 cup sliced almonds (toasted)
1 cup sunflower seeds (toasted)
Chopped scallions (green onions)

Dressing
1/2 cup sugar
3/4 cups canola oil
1/2 cup white vinegar
2 pkgs. beef flavor from the ramen noodles.
(Dressing - mix together sugar, oil, vinegar, and
beef flavor. Microwave 1 minute.)
- In bowl crush noodles, place on bottom of dish, next
coleslaw, next nuts and scallions.
- The salad dressing is poured over bowl contents.
- Cover and put in refrigerator overnight. Toss before
serving.
This recipe came from Diane Johnson.

ed by the storms, we felt it neces(The following was taken
from the ELCA website.)

can to support leaders who are
working to bring a peaceful
Needs of solution in Syria,” he said.

ELCA Responds to the
Syrian Refugees in Jordan

CHICAGO (ELCA) -The Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) provided $100,000 to support the
needs of people at the Za’atri refugee camp in Jordan.
More than 50 percent
of the refugees there
are below the age of
18.

sary to respond quickly.”

Along with the federation, the ELCA is working
in partnership with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the
Holy Land. In 2012, the ELCA
contributed $450,000 to help meet
the needs of people impacted by the
conflict in Syria. Funds are used to
purchase and distribute food and
personal items, such as hygiene
kits, household items, bedding and
clothing. Special care and training
in nutritional support for mothers is
also being made available.

The Lutheran World Federation
is helping to manage the camp in
cooperation with Jordanian authorities, said Smith. The federation is a
global communion of 143 member
churches in 79 countries worldwide. The ELCA is the communThe funds were sent to The Lu- ion’s only member church from the
theran World Federation, which is United States.
managing camp operations. The
conflict in Syria has displaced
“The ELCA has been a strong
about 2.5 million people, many of funder, and we continue to make
Information about ELCA Disaswhom have taken refuge at Za’atri. additional contributions to support ter Response is available at http://
relief efforts. The United Nations
Winter conditions across the re- and UNICEF have indicated that
gion “led to a disaster on top of a
international appeals have not
disaster for the people in the
raised sufficient funds, so the
camp,” said the Rev. Robert Smith, ELCA is working to respond to this
program director for the Middle
very vulnerable (refugee) populaEast and North Africa, ELCA
tion,” said Smith.
churchwide ministries. “When we
saw the specific reporting of how
“We pray that the fighting will
children, the most vulnerable
stop in Syria, and people can return
among the vulnerable, were impact- home. We’re trying to do what we www.ELCA.org/disaster.
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ASSISTING MINISTERS/READERS
4/7 Brian Bredvik
Allie Van Beaver-reader
4/14 Bill Leslie
Mike Fisher-reader
4/21 Kevin Hinkamper
Abbey Hinkamper-reader
4/28 Faith Lund
Ruth Kruger-reader

ACOLYTES
Carly Fisher
Jake Fisher
Sarah Dybas
Abbey Hinkamper

USHERS

GREETERS
4/7 Bob & JoAnn Hopkins
4/14 The Leslie Family
4/21 Len & Ruth Lindahl
4/28 Eric Lund

NURSERY
(We welcome children in worship! If desired, parents and
children are invited to use the nursery, where the service can be
viewed via streaming video.)

ALTAR GUILD
Karen Moreau, Melissa Springer

COFFEE HOST/HOSTESS
4/7 (Please sign up on the refrigerator.)
4/14 Buffy Mayo
4/21 Fran Selva
4/28 (Please sign up on the refrigerator.)

COUNCIL COUNTER

PRIMARY COUNTER

