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FROM FATHER NATHANIEL
Renewal Works
Dear People of CTK-Epiphany,

plan for our physical future. But after all of this inward and
outward focus, I think there is one area where we could use
a boost. An opportunity for conversation around a pivotal area of our common ministry. And that is our spiritual
health.
This winter we will be engaging the Renewal Works process. Beginning January 29, all members of the parish will
be encouraged to complete a “spiritual life inventory.” The
inventory can be completed online, and paper copies will
also be available. The inventory will be available for three
weeks, and it is my hope that we can have 100% congregational participation. Not just another survey, I think you will
find the spiritual life inventory insightful and thought-provoking. Instead of trying to complete it on your smartphone
in the check out line, I encourage you to set aside half an
hour and complete the inventory at home. Make it an intentional prayer practice for the week.
Once the results have been received, a team of members
from both churches will gather for four sessions to explore
the results of the inventory. From those gatherings we will
discern and converse together, seeking to find ways to
strengthen the spiritual vitality of CTK-Epiphany.
Again, the inventory launches on January 29 and is open
until midnight on February 19. Please join me in this important conversation together as a parish.

I’ll never forget this one time
when my best friend Greg and
I were watching TV. We were
probably in 3rd or 4th grade,
and we were watching some
show together. I can’t remember for the life of me what we were watching, but I remember
a commercial. The commercial was for the LDS Church (the
Mormons), and it asked a simple question: “Wouldn’t you
like to have a real relationship with God?” And I remember
my friend Greg saying, “Wow, that would be cool, wouldn’t
it?”
I was struck by the question and by his response, and really didn’t know what to say. Greg was Roman Catholic—he
went to church every Sunday. I was Lutheran, and so did
I. I didn’t know what to say to Greg because I was pretty
sure I did have a relationship with God! I enjoyed attending
worship, I loved learning about God in Sunday School, and
when we sang songs around the camp fire at Camp Calumet,
I felt a warmth in my heart I couldn’t explain. Yes, I agreed
that a relationship with God would be cool, and I thought I
had one, but I didn’t know how to talk about it.
I don’t think I’m out of the ordinary for a Lutheran or Grace and peace,
Episcopalian. Some have dubbed us the “frozen chosen.”
Perhaps it’s our historical northern European heritage and Father Nathaniel
accompanying reserved demeanor, or our intellectually
rigorous theology, but we don’t tend to talk much about
our faith—about our relationship with God.
At CTK-Epiphany we’ve spent a lot of time the last two
and a half years discussing our partnership. We’ve worked
on combining ministries, on starting new projects, and on
seeking to be Church together. We’ve also begun to look
at our buildings with an eye toward developing a strategic

FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, February 5
8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. (CTK)
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
Coffee Hour follows
Sunday, February 12
8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. (CTK)
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
Coffee Hour follows
Sunday, February 19
8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. (CTK)
No Sunday School
Coffee Hour follows

A huge thank you to everyone for the
wonderful baby shower! We are simply
overwhelmed by the generosity of so
many, and are beyond outfitted for our
anxiously expected baby.

Sunday, February 26
10:00 a.m. at Epiphany
No Sunday School
Parish Breakfast follows

A special thank you to Fran Johnson,
Buffy Mayo, Melissa Springer, and Linda Van Beaver for putting on this wonderful event. The food, decorations, and
layout of the fellowship room was perfect.

BIBLE STUDY
Every Thursday at Noon at CTK

We are so fortunate to have an incredible community of faith supporting us
during this time of waiting.

But you can join the studies from anywhere ...

Love,
Pastor Nathaniel and Carolyn

... as we continue our 52-week plan of reading
Key Bible Stories each week.
Here are the readings for our meetings in February:
Feb. 2 Isaac and his family, Genesis 25: 19 - 34
Genesis 27:1 – 29:30
Feb. 9 Young Joseph, Genesis 37
Feb. 16 Joseph Helps his Family, Genesis 39-45
Feb. 23 Baby Moses, Exodus 1 -2
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The Visitation of
Bishop Douglas J. Fisher
Church of the Epiphany
January 8, 2017
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On the Road to
the Diaconate…

Cross. Stay tuned for a follow-up on this project in my column during Lent.
My internship is moving right along. Mother Nancy has
been engaging me in the various liturgical functions that are
the responsibility of a parish deacon. I have been leading intercessions, preaching, waiting at the Eucharistic table, and
directing the order of the assembly. I carry the gospel book
from which Mother Nancy reads and have read the gospel at
non-Eucharistic rites. Deacons in training are not allowed
to proclaim the gospel until after their ordination.
I am enjoying my time at Atonement. I am learning so
much under the tutelage of Mother Nancy. She has even
taken on the task of making me more social media savvy. I
think that may be more than what she bargained for taking

December

and January
proved to be busy months
for those of us studying for
the diaconate. Community
Organizing and Liturgy were
Pat O’Connell
our academic focus within
the McSparren-Lee School for Deacons. Deeper immersion
into our roles as ministry interns challenged us in real time
and space.
We were assigned a project involving the Stations of the
Cross. It is intended to blend the basics that we have been
learning about community organizing and liturgy with the
needs of the communities within which we are serving. The
end-product should be a Lenten service that reflects those
community needs. The ideal outcome would be to use this
service during Lent this year.
I was fortunate that Mother Nancy has a power-point presentation that Atonement has used in the past. It is based on
the Way of the Cross devotion from the Episcopal Book of
Occasional Services (BOS). I have met with a small group
of parishioners who are helping me to identify the needs
within the Greater Westfield Area. This information will be
used to modify Atonement’s Way of the Cross power-point
to reflect the criteria of my class assignment. At this writing, the concept overall-theme is “sanctuary” and the subtheme is based on “the Doors of Westfield.” I am blessed as
well to have the assistance of David Dashiell, a parishioner
and local photographer. David has offered to take pictures
of fourteen doors in Westfield. These doors will represent
sanctuary as seen through the perspective of the Way of the

on a ministry intern. Of course, when she had me climb a
ladder on the Twelfth night, fully vested in choir dress, to
mark the entrance to the sanctuary with 20+C+M+B+17,
that was not a function of my role as intern that I had anticipated. For those of you who may not be familiar with “The
Chalking of the Door” on the Eve of the Epiphany, chalk
(an earthly element put to holy use) is used to mark signs on
the lintel of the doorway to the sanctuary. 20+C+M+B+17
stands for Christus Mansionem Benedict, May Christ Bless
this dwelling.
Speaking of anticipation, the diocesan deacons in training
were given notice that the date for ordination of deacons has
been set for June 10th. Of course, between now and then
there are still two school retreats, continued on-line course
work, and portfolios that need to be created. Said portfolios
will be presented to the Board of Examining Chaplains and
members of the Commission on Ministry on Saturday, April
29th.
Thank you for your support. I truly do feel the power
of God’s love and grace in this process. I am continually
buoyed up by your prayers and good wishes.
4

ART

Belated Christmas Thank You(s)!

Dear People of Christ the King-Epiphany,
Thank you for your extremely generous Christmas
gift! Both Carolyn and I were overwhelmed, when
five years ago the congregation loaned us money for
a down payment on our house. Forgiving that debt
six months early is such a wonderful and thoughtful gesture. It’s hard to imagine the years that have
flown by here. Looking forward to many more years
of ministry together!
“Hands of Healing”
The National Altar Art Guild
episcopalchurch.org

ADVOCACY
Gratefully,
Pastor Nathaniel and Carolyn
The ELCA .... “work(s) through political channels on behalf of the following
biblical values: peacemaking, hospitality to strangers, care for creation, and
concern for people living in poverty and struggling with hunger and disease.”
elca.org

ALLELUIAS
in dance

On behalf of our entire family of roughly 70,014, I would
like to thank you all for the completely unexpected and
amazing Christmas Gift. So a big Thank You from the
whole crew of humans, cats, dog, goats, hens, and ...
honeybees.
With affection, Elissa

National Washington Cathedral
Service of Investiture
episcopalchurch.org
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

Did you know American consumers spend more than $10 billion on food and other
items for the Super Bowl each year? Imagine if those dollars were instead put toward
ending hunger. The Souper Bowl of Caring is a national effort to transform the time
around the Super Bowl into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving. We
are asking people of Christ the King and Church of the Epiphany to join this effort.
Please be a part of the Souper Bowl of Caring by bringing in at least one can of soup
on Super Bowl Sunday. All items collected will be donated to the Survival Center to
help those in need in our community.

REACH THE GOAL!

REACH THE GOAL!

Bring your donations to tackle hunger and poverty in our community.

Bring your donations to tackle hunger and poverty in our community.

Let’s change the game! Together we can turn the nation’s largest weekend of football

Let’s change the game! Together we can turn the nation’s largest weekend of football

into the largest weekend of caring.

into the largest weekend of caring.

DATE/TIME

DATE/TIME
LOCATION

LOCATION
COLLECTING FOR

COLLECTING FOR

souperbowl.org

The Community Survival Center
Turkey Donations
A big thank you to everyone at Christ the King and Epiphany who contributed towards the purchase of turkeys at
Thanksgiving for the community survival Center. A total of
$910 was raised.
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souperbowl.org

The Ecumenical Knitting and Crochet Ministry Group
is now well underway!
The Ecumenical Knitting and Crochet Ministry Group meets at 9:00 a.m. on the first Saturday of
each month at Episcopal Church of the Epiphany. All are welcome! If you’ve never knitted or crocheted, don’t worry, we can get you started.

Just last September, a plan was made to create an ecumenical group, to come together on a monthly basis to knit and crochet items for charity. Since then, the Ecumenical Knitting and Crochet Ministry Group
has already grown into a group that has at least 12 members from four area churches. Information
about the group has also been shared at the Wilbraham library and the local senior center.
At the first official meeting of the group, we were blessed with a very large donation of yarn, which has
been put to use immediately. Our thanks go out to Marie Pratt for this thoughtful and generous donation!

In order to make this group accessible to all levels
(including beginners), several projects were chosen. Prayer shawls are made for family, friends,
and members of the churches; they are given once
blessed. Preemie hats and blankets are made for
the Baystate NICU (neonatal intensive care unit).
Chemo caps are crafted for those undergoing chemotherapy at the new Mass General oncology unit
at Cooley Dickinson Hospital in Florence. Individual projects have included baby sweaters for new
babies in one of the churches, and hats and scarves
for the homeless.

Please spread the word!

If you have any questions about this ministry, please reach out to Sabra Goetcheus at 566-1265, or Beth
Kronlund at 567-6862.
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continues on next page

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
Full name, date and place of birth: Virginia (Ginny) Alexander
Ziobro, born in Astoria, NY, August 1948
Job, School, or Hobbies in Retirement: I work part-time as a
Dental Hygienist in Ludlow. I have done this for more years than
I care to mention—I will probably fully retire within the next 2
years
Children: Tom and I have two daughters: Stephanie, who is 42
and living in Des Moines, Iowa for the past year; and Sandie
(Alexandra), who recently moved from Cape Cod and bought a
home with her boyfriend in Boylston, MA
Pets: 12 year old pup, Tobie
Education: Graduated from SUNY at Farmingdale, in New York, with Associates Degree in Dental Hygiene.
General interests: My family; my dog; skiing, snowshoeing, cooking, sewing, knitting, photography; dinner & cards with friends, and, of course, shopping!
Book(s) you’d recommend to a friend: Anything by Barbara Taylor Bradford; “A New Earth,” by Eckhart Tolle
Favorite music: All 60’s music, especially the Beatles and most British groups from that era; Enya
Favorite movie: “A Christmas Carol” with George C. Scott; different versions of “Alice in Wonderland” and for some reason I will watch “The Italian Job” and “Avatar” and “Air Force One” every time
they’re on.
Five things that make your life better: Family, good friends, being organized, peace, and calm.
Life-changing experience: There are several. The first 11 years of our marriage, my husband was in the
Merchant Marine and could be gone for 4 months at a time. Communication was nothing like it is today,
and I was totally unprepared for this lifestyle, but I did learn to become, and still am, very independent.
One other is my youngest daughter’s two overwhelming battles with cancer…which she won…. but it still
makes me extremely sad that she was dealt this “bad hand.” I learned through Sandie not to complain, but
just fight the fight and keep moving forward.
A little-known fact about you: I have an Animal Communicator that I have dealt with for the past 20 years
– she has been extremely accurate!
What does your ideal day or weekend look like? My ideal day involves just being home, puttering
around, sometimes working on my hobbies. My ideal weekend would involve some of the same, plus getting together with family or friends.
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Best advice you ever got:“Say what you mean, but don’t say it mean” (from my dear friend Jackie Turner).
One thing you would change about yourself: Wish I could become more adept with our electronic devices and not be so technologically challenged!
People who knew you in high school thought you were: Quiet.
Whom do you most admire currently? My good friend Lucy … there are no “gray” areas with her, it’s
either right or it’s wrong and she will always do what is right, no matter how difficult it might be. And she’s
never afraid to speak up.
What religion were you raised in, if any? Roman Catholic.
What does being Lutheran or Episcopalian mean to you? I feel it has become a very comfortable combination, consistent with my beliefs and liturgical practices. I recently came across a wonderful quote… “A
great church isn’t about how many people go there, rather it’s about how they live their lives, having been
there.”
What means most to you about our particular church(es)? I am so impressed with Fr. /Pastor Nathaniel’s patience, understanding, and compassion in leading both congregations; and how he handles the
many, sometimes very difficult situations that come up regarding this partnership.

To download a kit
for Refugee Sunday, go to:
LIRS.ORG
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2017 FLOWER CALENDAR
You’ll find the 2017 flower calendar on the pages that follow.
Please take a look! It’s important for these reasons:

•

If you requested Memorial or Thanksgiving flowers last year, I included that request in this year’s calendar. Please
confirm that you are still interested in having these flowers on the altar on that date.

•

Confirm that the wording for the bulletin is accurate.

•

If you would like to add a Memorial or Thanksgiving to the flower calendar, either email Liz Tousignant (ltousignant@facil.umass.edu) or sign up on the calendar in the CTK classroom hallway.

		Thanks!
			~Liz Tousignant
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Date (2017)
January 1, 2017
January 8, 2017

Name

To Go In Bulletin

January 15, 2017

Bishop's Visitation
Tousignant
Burian

Epiphany
In honor of Lucas Daniel's baptism
In loving memory of Mitsie Sypek (Red & White)

January 22, 2017
January 29, 2017

Wagner
McCraw

In thanksgiving for Greg and Elizabeth's 6th wedding anniversary
In loving memory of Thomas Cowie, (near 30th)

February 5, 2017
February 12, 2017
February 19, 2017
February 26, 2017

Fountain
Cooke

In memory of Michael Thomas Sweeney (Sunday in Feb, closest to
the 2nd)
In loving memory of Scott Cooke

March 1, 2017
March 5, 2017
March 12, 2017
March 19, 2017
March 26, 2017

Ash Wednesday
Lent
Lent
Lent
Lent

No flowers
No flowers
No flowers
No flowers

April 2, 2017
April 9, 2017
April 10, 2017
April 11, 2017
April 12, 2017
April 13, 2017
April 14, 2017
April 15, 2017
April 16, 2017

Lent
Palm Sunday
Mon Holy Week
Tue Holy Week
Wed Holy Week
Maundy Thurs
Good Friday
Holy Saturday
Easter

No flowers
Palms

April 23, 2017

Duffy

In thanksgiving for Kandy and Jim's 43nd wedding anniversary

Flowers

Easter Memorials and Thanksgivings
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April 30, 2017

Wagner

In thanksgiving for Abigail Wagner's 4th birthday

May 7, 2017
May 14, 2017

Vivian

In loving memory of Rachel Siebert

Holbrook
Brooks, Kasten

In loving memory of Mildred, Gus, Jimmy, Helen and Jeanne
Bolean & Robert Holbrook (Include Pink Carnations)
In loving memory of Ethel and Clifford Brooks

May 21, 2017
May 28, 2017
June 4, 2017

Springer

PENTACOST (reds, pinks, oranges)
In loving memory of Scott and Betsy Cooke
In loving memory of James Calkins, Stanley &
Harriett Olsaver, & Clarence, Alicia & Nicholas Calkins
Happy Birthday Olivia

July 2, 2017
July 9, 2017

Duffy

In loving memory of Kenneth Powles and in celebration of Edith
Powles 97th birthday

July 16, 2017
July 23, 2017
July 30, 2017

Anderson

In thanksgiving for Nathaniel and Carolyn's 10th anniversary

August 6, 2017
August 13, 2017
August 20, 2017
August 27, 2017

Fountain

In loving memory of Michael Sweeney

September 3, 2017
September 10, 2017
September 17, 2017
September 24, 2017

Johnson
Mums??
Vivian
McCraw

In loving memory of Aina Johnson
Possible MUM Sale ?????
In loving memory of Moriah Vivian (white flowers)
In loving memory of Elizabeth Cowie

October 1, 2017

Duffy

In thanksgiving for Quinn and Rhys Duffy

June 11, 2017
June 18, 2017
June 25, 2017

Cooke
Calkins
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October 8, 2017

Wheeler

October 15, 2017
October 22, 2017
October 29, 2017

LaPlante

In loving memory of her husband Jim
In thanksgiving for Joanne and Dennis 36th wedding
anniversary

McCraw

In loving memory of Peter McCraw (include roses)

November 5, 2017

Roy

November 12, 2017
November 19, 2017
November 26, 2017

Tom & Fran Johnson
Cooke
Tousignant

In celebration of Sydney's baptism
In celebration of Tom & Fran Johnson's 57th wedding
anniversay
In loving memory of Betsy Cooke (pink carnations)
In loving memory of Anne & Jef Cleaves and in
thanksgiving for our daughters Courtney and Kelly

December 3, 2017
December 10, 2017

Lempart

In loving memory of Jane and John Lempart

December 17, 2017
December 24, 2017
December 31, 2017

L. Fitzgerald
Christmas flowers

In thanksgiving for Linda and Jerry's 49th anniversary
Memorials and thanksgiving
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Contact Information
The Rev. Nathaniel S. Anderson
Priest-in-Charge, Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
fathernathaniel@epiphanyma.org
Pastor, Christ the King Lutheran Church
pastor@ctkwilbraham.org
Pastor/Father’s Office Hours
Monday - 9:00 a.m. to 12.:00 p.m. at CTK
Wednesday - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at The Village Store,
Main Street, Wilbraham Phone: 413-366-1252
(Please call ahead, as there may be
scheduled events or pastoral emergencies.)
Christ the King Officers
Council President – Kevin Hinkamper
		
akhink@yahoo.com
Council Vice President – Kelly Nygren
Kelly.nygren@LEGO.com
Treasurer – Peter Van Beaver
PVanBeaver@massmutual.com
Financial Secretary – Melissa Springer
melissaspringer@charter.net
Other Council Members:
Pastor Nathaniel Anderson: pastor@ctkwilbraham.org
Chris Caster: ChristineCaster@charter.net
Judy Zane- Zelek: jzelek@cs.com
David Ortendahl: daveortendahl@gmail.com
Chris Raymond: chraymond@charter.net
Church of the Epiphany
Senior Warden - Judith J. Phillips
attyphillips@gmail.com
Junior Warden - Ginny Ziobro
ginzio20@gmail.com>
Treasurer - Donna Fountain
DLFountain2@gmail.com
Safe Church Coordinator -Judith J. Phillips
attyphillips@gmail.com
Parish Nurse - Marianne Wagner
reewagner@charter.net
Pledge Treasurer - Linda Fitzgerald
lindajerryfitz@verizon.net
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February 2017 Calendar - please check online at ctkepiphany.org for details and updates.
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The Episcopal Church of the Epiphany
20 Highland Avenue
Wilbraham, MA 01095
Christ The King
Lutheran Church
758 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095

